Newsletter

Bditorial - Three Newsletters a  year
seems to be working out about right; one
after owr soclols and before the semson
really gets under way, one to report on
the early rallies and another at the end of
the swwmer, when only the Annual
Luncheon ano Genernl Meetlng remains.
It does mean, however, that it is now a
full six wonths since our last and we
have a great deal of news for You.

Robert and Elisabeth Barvett joined the
Assoclation  back tn  October having
found the Viectorin 20 that had eluded
theme  for some considernble  time.
welcowne to our Assoctation.

‘Kiome of sSark’ had been venamed
‘Nana’ and was discovered languishing
n the Netherlands. She s now back tn
Plymouth and will sail out of Exmouth
this swmmer under her original name.

welcome also to Kew Capstick with his
Vietoria 26, Bonny Flighty', based at
Pyefleet, Mersea Island. Ken had often
been spotted b‘d our East Coast satlors
and declded last Novewtber that it was
e tojoiv» us!

Also joining us Llast November, anol most
welcome, were Frank and Yvonne Fowler
with thelr Frances 2& cutter, Barbican
3. This Frances 26 has been out of
commission for awhile, but Frank
intends to have her sailing again this
summer and based at Shotley.

Historic wote -  Barblican 37 was
originally built for Bernard Hayman,
ex-editor of Yachting World and featured
on early  Victoria  brochures  and
magazine reviews.

we take a brief break from tntroducing
new menmlbers because n Novemlber, as
you all know, the most mportant event
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of the year is the Annual Luncheon and
General Meeting.  And, what o meeting
it was! At the Lowdon Corlnthian
Sailing Club, the Comumodore’s Room
was full for our three-course Luncheon
and then downstairs the Captain’s Room
was packed to capacity; abmost standing
room only.

After the formal business had been
concluded, Jon and Lywnda Spencer set
out to acquaint us with the voyages of
‘Albertine” o thelr Retirement Cruise.
Jon proved to be an outstanding speaker,
ably assisted by Lywnda at the computer
showing many beautiful photographs of
the places visited. Thank you both very
much for a fantastic show.

You will alveady know that tn December,
whilst trying to sort out tickets for the
London Boat Show, we learned that Peter
aregory had suffered a serious accident
that had left him effectively paralysed.
He had dictated an e-mail, which we
published tn a Letter at the thme.

At the end of February, our Committee
Members discovered that Peter had fallen
on some stone steps at his howme and
damaged his neck. Without wanting to
say too much, as we are not mt’wetg sure
of all the facts, it seems theve have been
some signs that Peter may be able to
make a slow recovery. wWhat we can say
for certain is that everyone in the
Assoclation wishes him the very best and
hopes that he will make a full recovery).

Dick walters was kind enough to pass
on a wmessage from Alan and Sally
Swmith towards the end of December.
Thelr Victoria 34, ‘Jack Nesbitt’, was
about to sail from San Francisco to
Mexico, at that thme, and due to set out
across the Pacific Ocean in April, about
now!

Barly this year, dick Walters had some
more news for us; vather sadly he and
Bevgl, had sold ‘Symphony’, thelr much-
loved Victorin 24. 'Sy mpl/lov%' attenoled
abmost all of our Solent based rallies and
was Last spotted at Yarmouth in 2006.
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London Boat Show and Dinner - After
an exhausting day at the show what
could be better than dinner with friends
at the Tal Pan Restaurant bn Wapping.

We were particularly pleased to wmeet
Dick, who sometbmes crews with John
cade (collecting a spave vib), but also has
his owin westerly Fubmar n tpswich, and
to be jolned oy Paul Brittain anod Lesley
whitfielol (on the left) down tn London,
frov thelr Chester home.

Last summer, Paul and Lesley sailed
thelr Victorla 26, ‘Bvergreen’ to the
Orkmneys.  Here s another pleture of
Lesley, with Gill, on the beach at Eday
and ‘Bvercreen’ at anchor (NW  of
Strowsag)!

Simon and Janet Fraser were also at our
Boat Show Dluner.  Shmown, in fact,
organises it!  Sitmon was being asked
how often he was able to take his Victorin
34, ‘Shwoon 117 out of Limehouse Basin,
which s the mooring mentioned tn our
Handbook. No, that is well out of date.
‘Stmoone I s in Lagoes, Portugal and
even more interesting, she will be sailing
from Las Pabmos on Gran Canaria to
Barbados next december. \Who on earth is
golng to organize our Chinese next year?

David Mitehell and Lynwn Ruddick have
moved house and now Live at Snape, near
Aldeburgh. Blue Leopard’, thelr Victoria
324, remains in lpswich Haven.

Dervick and Alison Thorrington have
sold ‘Awmorelle’ and resigned from the
Assoclation. Derrick  was  largely
responsible for our Frances 26 Technical
Manual, much of it based on ‘Amorelle’.
Dervick ano Alsion now have a Freedom
25 called ‘Green Flash' anod besioes
wishing all our meembers well, nvite any
of us, that spot her in havbour, to come



aboarol for a drink! | shall keep my eyes
peeled.

welcome to new members Mark and
Sheesh Bloomfield, who have bought
’S@mphov%’ (mentioned earlier). Thelr
plans tnclude basing her at Hoo Marina
on the River Medway.

Roduey and Jacqueline Brotherwood sail
‘Saltram Lady, a Victoria 20, out of
weymouth. Welcome to our Association.
Rodney has already offered to assist
with planning for our forthcoming rally
to Weymouth and we Llook forward to
meeting you both there.

Not exactly new members, Keith and
June Hardy jolneo with the intention of
buying a Victoria yacht. They weakened
in thelr vesolve and have purchased a fine
Contessa 22, ‘Jemma of Bosham tnstead.
Naturally, they have joined the Contessa
Assoclation but would Llike to remain
members  of  the  Victorin  Shadow
Assoctation, as well!

East Coast Social to walton-on-the-Naze
- Anne Grubb, East Coast Orgawniser,
was flrst off the mark this year with a
social on the 11 February. we enjoyeod
an excellent lunch at the walton §
Frinton Yacht Club before driving up the
rond to Thawmes Coastguard. Kevin gave
us a very thorough briefing on the tasks
cavried out by Thames Coastguard and
on the bang-up-to-date equipment at
thelr disposal. Kevin Straw proved to be
neredibly enthusiastie and is plctured
here tn the classroom, and err, out on the
water...?

Then, it was on bnto the Operations Room
itself to see Anthony directing the
‘actlon’. 1t was actually fairly quiet and
o there was plenty of opportumtg to ask
questions anot Look around.

Thank You, Thames Coastguard, Walton
§ Frinton Yacht Club and Anne for a
splendic da(xj out.

Two weeks Later, Roy Dawkinsg, South
Coast Orvganiser, held his South Coast
Soclal at  sarisbury. The lbuffet
luncheon, provided bg the mwenbers
themselves, was excellent.  There were
some minor alarms when certain ttems
of cutlery could wot be found, but it
transpired that a wnew system was n
operation anod these were lodged with the
barmatid, and all was well.

Many of us were in some doubt as to the
speaker and the subject of the special
tallk, which had been kept unoler wraps
until the last possible moment. We were
very fortunate inodeed to obtain the
services of Cor. Bruce Nicolls O.B.E.
emlnent naval historian anol
vexillologist, pictured here with Brion
Swmith (Chatrman Yachting).

The talie was absolutely fascinating anol
certainly altered wy understanding of
Cherbourg, Fremeh ‘trow clads’, and the
need for those strange forts at Hurst and
dotted avound the Eastern Solent; wnever
mind the others up on the hill. Bruce
Nicolls didnt leave it at that, however.
He brought the subject right up to date
oving us details of the present owners
and uses of the forts; even providing
estate agents brochures for St Helens
and No Mans Land (pletured above)
forts, should we be tempted to make an
offer. A well deserved vote of thanks was
given by Jon Spencer.

Shadow Motor Crulser News - s
somewhat Limited at this time. n fact,
we don't seem to have any swippets of
news or items of gossip.

Dave Probert s making a real effort this
Year with two vallies.  The flrst, to
Pangbourne Meadows at the end of May,
can be a three-day affair continuing
nto the Bank Holiday but with members
dining at the Peking Garden Restaurant
on the 27" May. The second, on the €%
September is to Cookham.

victoria Shadow Association Website -
W March, a subtle change took place
without too much ceremony. Uuntil that
thme our webstte had been purely passive.
You couldt look at the script and the
pietures and follow the links but you
couldn't change what was already there

in any way. The website has now taken
ks flrst faltering step to becoming
interactive! It is now possible to Leave a
comment, question or answer ow the
‘Open. Forum/, and some wmembers have
actmLL@ tried it!

Mowbray whiffin tells us that all the
Little problems on ‘Samphire’, his Vietorin
24, are now fixed, but they are staying
in Norfolk, Virginia to be present at
400t Jamestown. celebrations n May.
Then they will set sail up the eastern
seaboard to Maine.

Mowbray has also discovered that Morvis
Yochts  (who produced the very Afirst
Frances 26 yachts) are coming over to
the Southampton Boat Show this year.
Thelr smallest yacht now is a ze-footer,
designed by Sparkman § Stephens and
called the Mz6.

Welcome new menmbers Phillp Kempster
and Barbara Leitz who recently jolned
the Association with thelr Frances 26
cutter, ‘Cajun Joy’ based at Port Cogolin
(just avound the bay from St. Tropez; in
case Yo didnt know.)  This pleture
showing ‘Cajun Joy’ was found on the
Port Cogolin website.

Richard and Gill Burley have Just
advised us  that ‘Moonstone’,  thelr
victorin 24, has been sold.  ‘Moonstone’
featwred in several ‘waterlines’ articles,
over the years, and this is cLemLU a sod
moment for Richard and Gill.  we
wnderstand they may obtain a part shave
tn a wmotor boat for ‘harbour use’ and hope
they will  vemaln  Victorta  Shadow
mevmbers for many years. We will be in
touch with the new owners, who hope to
iReep the boat tn wWeymouth. we conclude
with a pleture of ‘Moonstone’ when she
was based tn Croatin and crulsing the
palmation Coast.

Wishing you all a happy sailing and
crulsing season.



