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New MembersNew MembersNew MembersNew Members – We warmly welcome:  
Alastair and Fiona Fleming, who are 
based in Scotland and have recently 
purchased a Victoria 34.  At the present 
time we are not quite sure whether the 
boat will be renamed nor where it will be 
based;  whilst, much further south, Phil 
and Diane Rowcliffe who base their 
Frances 26, “Jill”, at Upnor on the River 
Medway, have joined us. 

South Coast Rally to WeymouthSouth Coast Rally to WeymouthSouth Coast Rally to WeymouthSouth Coast Rally to Weymouth – This 
was attended by just two boats, out of the 
five or six that originally thought they 
might make it!  Two of our staunchest 
supporters didn’t have their boats back on 
the water in time, and another two were 
ready in such good time that they took 
advantage of fine weather and sailed on 
further westwards (a wise move in 
retrospect, considering the weather since!)  
Even the organiser had to admit defeat 
with more pressing problems at home. 
 

 

 

‘Jenter’ arrived a day early, to be joined 
on the day, by ‘Que Sera’.  We were 
rafted in The Cove, but not excessively.  
The threatened arrival of large numbers 
of boats over the Bank Holiday never did 
materialised; something to do with the 
forecast weather perhaps? 
 
Despite the limited 
numbers, we went 
about the business 
properly and were 
invited aboard 
Sue Doyle’s larger 
and very well 
sheltered Victoria 
30 for pre-dinner 
drinks. 
 
Thank you Sue 
for the hospitality. 

 
 

 

 
Mike had joined Sue for this part of her 
voyage, for she was to leave after the 
rally for Dartmouth and then Plymouth.  
And so, our party that evening at Floods 
Restaurant was just four.  The food was 
absolutely first class, all of us choosing 
the Scallops followed by Skate Wing 
with Moule. 
 
 The weather did indeed deteriorate, but 
Sue and Mike spotted an opportunity a 
couple of days later to head westwards.  
We learnt later that their passage across 
Lyme Bay was fast and not a little wet 
as they went to windward in a force 6! 
 

 

Thames Rally to PangbourneThames Rally to PangbourneThames Rally to PangbourneThames Rally to Pangbourne - Three 
boats braved the incessant rain and were 
able to make it, ‘Jolly Olly’ with Carol 
and Pete on board, ‘Linvic’ with Jean and 
Tony and of course ‘White rose Of York’ 
with Angela and Dave accompanied by 
Ted (former VSA Sailing Chairman) 
and Kitty Moss. 

Ted and Kitty had travelled up from 
Bristol for the rally and we were also 
joined for the meal on the Sunday 
evening by our other sailing friends, 
Beryl and Dick Walters. Paul and Patsy 
had intended to bring ‘Rebwelly’ to the 
rally but a sudden change in date for 
another engagement in their calendar 
prevented time to make it. Likewise, 
Olive had booked a hammock on board 
White Rose but unfortunately wasn’t 
able to join us on the day. 

As Pangbourne is home ground for 
White Rose, we decided to treat Ted and 
Kitty to a run upstream to Benson Lock 
on the Saturday and right up until we 
were just hand winding the last lock on 
the way back home (Whitchurch) it 
stayed dry, though overcast for the whole 
day. 

Then the heavens opened and that was it, 
rain for the rest of the weekend.                  

 

The rain did ease off enough to prevent a 
soaking during the walk to the Peking 
Garden Chinese restaurant in the village 
and we were joined here by Beryl and 
Dick, who came by road. We chose the 
Sunday evening for the meal this time, 
as they do an ‘Eat All You Like for One 
Price’ menu which is very good value. An 
initial bit of confusion over how the 
ordering works was quickly forgotten 
once the massive platter of starters 
arrived on the Lazy Susan table rotator. 

Peter, Carol, Tony, Jean, Dick and Beryl 

The wine and TsingTao Chinese beer 
started to flow freely and the food soon 
started disappearing, with most braving 
the chopsticks method of transfer from 
bowl to mouth. With the starters out of 
the way, the Crispy Duck and 
Mongolian Lamb pancakes course 
arrived and went the same way as the 
first. 

 

Angela and Ted start to lose control of 
the sticks, whilst Kitty shows how it’s 
done.   

 

As it would have been a bit of a soggy 
walk to enjoy a night-cap on board one of 
the boats, everyone, except Dick and 
Beryl (who needed to head off home), 
joined Angela and Dave back at their 
house for drinks, coffees and tales of 
daring-do on the high seas, before a final 
wander back down the meadows to Linvic 
and Jolly Olly for their happy crews. 



For SaleFor SaleFor SaleFor Sale – Tinker Tramp 

    

Dick Walters has a ‘Tinker Tramp’ and 
the ‘Survival Kit’ that allows it to double 
as a life-raft.  It is all brand new and 
unused (Picture shows another Tinker!)  
He is asking £500, + £200 for the 
survival kit, but says the price is 
negotiable particularly for anyone 
buying the lot.  Call Dick on:  01784 
482092. 

Out and AboutOut and AboutOut and AboutOut and About – Early in June, Simon 
and Joanna Bound reported that 
“Caladh”, their Victoria 34 had reached 
Camaret on their way southwards, bound 
eventually for the Mediterranean. 
 
Tony Burrows spotted “Jenter” in 
Darthaven Marina and invited me 
aboard “Phainopepla”.  Superficially, she 
looks like a Victoria 30 but is an 
‘American Bird’.  In other words, she is a 
Morris Yachts ‘Leigh 30’ brought to this 
country to start the Victoria 30 range.  
She has four ports along the side of the 
cabin instead of three, and there are other 
differences.  Note: a phainopepla is an 
American bird that is blue with white 
flashes in flight (or it may be the other 
way around!) 
 
Tony looked fine and was in the midst 
of a number of improvements to the boat, 
but he told me he had suffered a stroke 
and this was his first visit to the boat 
since it had happened.  I’m sure we all 
wish him the very best.  He certainly did 
well to drive all the way down from 
Bristol by himself. 
 
Many of you will remember Ian Powell 
and his former Victoria 800, “Much Ado”. 
We spotted “Much Ado” in Plymouth 
Yacht Haven and spoke to her new owner, 
a lady called Elly.  The boat looked 
absolutely splendid and Elly had heard 
of our Association and often visited our 
website but showed no interest in joining 
us; a great pity. 
 
Round in the River Yealm a smart 
Frances 26 sailed passed us, while we 
were moored to a buoy.  The Frances 26 
was “Greylag”, which rounded up and 
picked-up the adjacent mooring. 

Anne McQuade and Jennifer lost no time 
in securing “Greylag” and were soon on 
there way over to join us for tea and 
biscuits.  They had spent the previous 
night at anchor off Cawsand and 
decided the River Yealm offered more 
protection in the blow that was forecast.  
Unfortunately, Jenny and I had decided 
that Newton Ferrers didn’t offer the 
facilities we needed, if stuck there for 
several days, and so set sail for 
Plymouth shortly afterwards. 
 

 
 
WebsiteWebsiteWebsiteWebsite – Our website continues to grow 
in size and content to the extent that it 
probably needs some rigorous pruning; a 
job for the winter, I think. 
 
The ‘Open Forum’ has had a few teething 
troubles, despite being made as simple as 
possible, and no real attempt has been 
made to advertise its presence.  
Nevertheless, 26 messages have been 
posted and we have even received our first 
‘spam’ posting!  Future plans include: 
reversing the order in which messages are 
displayed so the newest are seen first; 
putting a time limit (3 months?) before 
messages are automatically archived; 
adding a subject field so a ‘thread’ of 
related messages may be viewed together; 
requesting an e-mail address and 
replying with a password so anyone can 
have a password but they need to supply 
a sensible address to get it, allowing us 
some comeback when silly messages are 
posted.  Again, this is another job for the 
winter months. 
 
This message was posted recently: 
 
2007-06-24 01:06:43 - jay neale 
Frances 26 MAY,shown on your web site in 
a picture from 2003 At Morris Yachts,Is now 
located on the Magothy River,Western 
Shore of the Chesapeake 
Bay,Maryland,USA. WE bought her from he 
first owmer in 2003.Agreat boat and she 
looks as sharp as ever.. Neales104@gmail 
,com. 
   
I thought you ought to see that not only 
do Americans find our website and look 
at some of the more obscure pages, they 
even manage to get our ‘Open Forum’ to 
function to tell us about it.  I don’t know 
about you, but I’m certainly impressed. 
 

“Calva” is For Sale“Calva” is For Sale“Calva” is For Sale“Calva” is For Sale – “Calva” is a Frances 
26 that has been extremely well re-fitted, 
at considerable expense.  She has been on 
the market for some time and David 
Woodhouse has been very disappointed 
with the response he has had.  There is no 
fixed price, but ‘Offers are Invited’.  If 
you know of anyone looking for such a 
boat, please steer them in David’s 
direction.  Telephone:  01255 671870. 
 
Tropical Hiker, LifeboatmanTropical Hiker, LifeboatmanTropical Hiker, LifeboatmanTropical Hiker, Lifeboatman and Helford  and Helford  and Helford  and Helford 
River Channel RacerRiver Channel RacerRiver Channel RacerRiver Channel Racer – Simon Fayers, 
and his wife Jo, used to live in Kent and 
keep their Frances 26, “Bluegrass” in the 
Wellington Dock at Dover.  It was there 
that “Jenter” found herself the other side 
of a ‘finger’ pontoon to “Bluegrass” some 
years ago.  I make no apology for 
showing the photograph again. 
 

 
 
Simon and Jo have since moved to the 
Lizard in Cornwall and “Bluegrass” is 
kept in the Helford River.  Now that 
Simon has more time he has involved 
himself in the local community to the 
extent that is now a lifeboatman on the 
Lizard lifeboat and he also tries to raise 
money for worthwhile causes.  You will 
find a leaflet enclosed, at my 
suggestion, about a planned hike 
through the Cambodian mountains and 
jungles in aid of Macmillan Cancer 
Support.  If any of you would like to 
support him, I know he would be very 
pleased.  I have said that I would. 
 
So, what about the Channel Racer.  A 
letter arrived this morning with the 
following account. 
 
“I took part in the Helford River Sailing Club’s annual 
race on 22nd June. A number of French yachts also took 
part.  We had the largest handicap, being the smallest 
yacht by far.  It was a pure pursuit race and we had a 
4 hour lead over the next yacht, but there was no wind 
to start, so for the first 4 hours we just drifted (luckily 
on a fair tide) to the Manacles when the wind picked-
up just in time for the bulk of the yachts!  Sods law. 
From the Manacles though we had a west wind all the 
way arriving at the Libenter buoy at 4.30am.  A 
crossing of a little over 14 hours (6 to 6½ knots!)  This 
was with a huge swell mid channel and one very 
nervous novice crew, plus a hired liferaft weighing 
30kg!  We came 15th out of 26.  Our return trip was a 
bit more of a slog through N/NW force 5 on the nose 
and heavy rain.  Crossing time of 22 hours and one very 
sick novice crew!” 
 

Simon has so far raised £3,500 for the 
Macmillan charity. 



East Coast Rally to ShotleyEast Coast Rally to ShotleyEast Coast Rally to ShotleyEast Coast Rally to Shotley – The rally 
was so successful that the Newsletter gets 
an extra page!  The report is by Anne 
Grubb and photographs are by Anne 
Grubb and David Macgregor. 
 

 

    
Victoria RallyVictoria RallyVictoria RallyVictoria Rally    

at 
Shotley Shotley Shotley Shotley 
MarinaMarinaMarinaMarina    
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Jonathan aboard 
“Louise” 

 
The gathering of East Coast Victorias 
really started on the Wednesday before.  
Jonathan Hopper had sailed up from the 
Medway and was in Brightlingsea to 
look at Anne’s Windpilot in operation.  
There was a good breeze so the Windpilot 
was in its element, giving us a good sail 
up the Blackwater estuary and back to 
Brightlingsea. On the following 
morning Francesca and Louise sailed 
out to go their different ways, as 
Jonathan had to go back to Gillingham 
and Anne was heading up to Harwich. 
 
The next day, with Louise on a mooring 
at Pin Mill, Santy sailed by, on her way 
home to Hoo, as the forecast was poor for 
later in the weekend.  Michael, Anne and 
their friend Roger had hoped to attend the 
Rally in Shotley.  Later in the day, 
Tryptich, a Victoria 34, moored just 
down the river.  Tryptich’s owner 
previously owned Matti, a Frances 26. 
 

 
Victoria 34, “Tryptich” 

 
The boats began to gather in Shotley on 
Friday, with Peter Allen and his crew, 
Nigel, the first to arrive in the Marina, 
although Martin Hunt also sailed up on 
Friday and anchored outside.  He had a 
record trip from Burnham – four and 
half hours – they must have been flying!  
Louise had spent the night at Halfpenny 
Pier at Harwich and had very dirty 
fenders to show for it!  Redwing came in 

to the Marina on Saturday morning, to 
be followed by John and Wann Sadler in 
Maria Frances. 
 

  
Maria Frances enters Shotley Marina 

 
The last to arrive – they had been having 
a nap outside Suffolk Yacht Harbour 
after their night passage from 
Gillingham – were the Macgregor family 
on Victoria Rose. 
 

 
“Victoria Rose” arrives 

 
Everyone moved between the boats for tea, 
chat and hints!  We had to take shelter 
constantly from the heavy showers. 
 

 
“Louise” alongside 

 
About 17.30 we all gathered on Victoria 
Rose for drinks and nibbles. 
 

 
 
 
  We were joined by Frank and Yvonne 
Fowler whose boat Barbican 111 is a 
resident in Shotley.  She has spent a 

long while out of the water but is now in 
full sailing condition.  Arnold Robinson 
and David came up from Burnham by 
car, Glenys joined Martin and Tim 
Gearing and Angela arrived so by now 
there was an overflow out into the cockpit. 
 

 
Martin and Franka 

 
We were grateful for those who were there 
with cars, as the heavens opened as we 
were due at the pub for dinner.  The 
Bristol Arms in Shotley village was our 
venue. 
 

 
 
After a good meal and plenty of chat, we 
returned (by car!) to our boats to gather 
strength for the return sail on Sunday – 
the forecast was not good!  Although 
there was rain, the strong wind did not 
materialise, so hopefully all returned 
safely to their moorings. 
 

 
 

 


