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Newsletter  -  The Victoria Shadow Association  -  June 2010 

 
 
Editorial 

 

The first Newsletter of the year has slipped from April 

to June!  My apologies to all of you but I’m afraid other 

commitments prevented me from publishing one earlier. 

 

The Annual General Meeting, back in November, passed 

a resolution introduced by one of our senior members, 

John Sadler, that I thought would produce torrents of 

mail, but didn’t.  It was the switch to electronic 

communications by default.  In the event, I received 14 

requests and just 4 of them requested Newsletters, 

and the like, to be sent by post.  So, if I hold a valid e-

mail address for you and you haven’t chosen otherwise 

then you will receive an e-mail with a link to download 

this Newsletter instead of it arriving by post. 

 

Unlike last year, we have had a good number of new 

members joining and our numbers are up slightly at 132.  

The association appears to be in good health with two 

successful socials and two fine rallies having taken place 

already.  More about those later but let us start with a 

photograph. 

 

‘Raven’ visits the Isles of Mull and Staffa 

 

 
 
Ian Gray sent the photograph and said, 
“We had a terrific week of good weather in September and 

as August had been very poor we took the opportunity to 

end the season on a high note and had a trip round Mull. I 

had not been in Fingal's Cave Staffa since 1974 and 

although conditions were not perfect, no wind but a big 

swell, we got ashore and into the cave. I attach a picture of 

"Raven" and our friends Nich38 "Chincherro" off Staffa.” 

 

Please welcome the following new members 

 

Ian Johnston bought the Victoria 26, ‘Jumblie’ last year 

and has now moved her to the River Clyde.  His plans are 

to take her through the Crinan Canal and sail around the 

islands for several months during the summer before 

keeping her in Kirkcudbright for the winter. 

 

Beverley Dewath and Robert Vincent have joined with 

their Victoria 30, simply called ‘Victoria’ at the present 

time.  The boat was brought back from South America 

as deck cargo and looked a little sorry for herself on 

the hard at Burnham-on-Crouch but is now much 

improved and looking a lot smarter. 

 

Norbert Schmit, Michèle Sales and children Amy, David 

and Cyril live in Luxembourg but keep and sail their 

Frances 26 sloop on the largest artificial lake in France; 

Lac du Der. 

 

Josh Sanus and Christine Miller have joined with their 

Victoria 26, ‘Vagabond’ based at West Mersea. 

 

 
 

They also attended the East Coast Social! 

 

Martin and Antoinette Smith have joined with their 

Victoria 30 sloop, ‘Ascent’ based on the River Bann at 

Coleraine in County Tyrone, Northern Ireland. 

 

New members Tobias Menke and Gaby Knüppel have 

bought Frances 26, ‘Frances Josephine’ from Wilhelm 

Steitz, who is now looking for a Victoria 30.  ‘Frances 

Josephine’ is moving to Kiel Fjord and may be the only 

Frances 26 in the Baltic? 

 

Richard and Bernice Normanton join us with their 

Shadow 26, ‘Leah May’ and bring the Shadow numbers 

up to an impressive eleven boats.  ‘Leah May’ is moored 

at Penton Hook marina. 

 

Resignations 

 

We are sorry to have lost Melvyn and Alma Larkin, who 

were founder members of the association.  They sold 

their Victoria 34, ‘Osprey’ some time ago now. 

 

Bob and Valerie Jenkins have left us.  Their Frances 26, 

‘Amourette of Hamble’ used to visit our rallies. 
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David and Jean Cunion, who owned the Victoria 30 sloop, 

‘Ibis’ have resigned. 

 

Chris Harrap has now sold his Gaff-rigged Frances 26, 

‘Elbe Lady’ and is to let his membership lapse at the end 

of the year. 

 

Simon and Jo Fayers have not resigned but are trying to 

sell their well-equipped Frances 26, ‘Bluegrass’.  They 

have recently reduced the price.  If you know anyone 

that might be interested their telephone is 01326 

290644. 

 

South Coast Social 

 

The social was very well attended with several guests 

supplementing the members.  Olive Hathaway, once 

again, took charge of the catering and we enjoyed a fine 

buffet lunch supplied by the members. 

 

Simon and Joanna Bound were present and were 

presented, rather belatedly, with the Victoria Cup II 

for their cruising log describing their adventures last 

summer when sailing from Gibraltar to Cagliari on 

Sardinia. 

 

The main event was the talk by Dennis Skillicorn 

entitled, “My Experiences as a Broadcaster and 

Reporter and as a Man of the Sea”.  Dennis was a great 

character and the talk was very well received. 

 

 

 

 
 

Simon and Joanna  Dennis Skillicorn 

 

East Coast Social 

 

After a pub’ lunch at the Rose and Crown in Wivenhoe, 

we moved to the Nottage Maritime Institute for a talk 

by Chris Jeckells of Jeckells Sails. 

 

The talk was very illuminating and we learnt a good deal 

about the different sail materials and the way they 

could be laminated and cut and which was the best for 

different types of sail.  We each received a bag of 

samples and a Mars Bar.  It was the wrapper that was 

of interest and we were allowed to eat the contents!  

There was also a competition to find out whether or not 

we were paying attention with the prize of a Jeckells 

Jacket for the winner. 

 

Chris was also kind enough to offer a second jacket as a 

prize in our raffle. 

 

 

 
 

Chris Jeckells  Arnold and the Jacket 

 

Arnold Robinson was the member that paid most 

attention and won the jacket. 

 

Thames and East Coast Rally to Limehouse Basin 

 

This is the rally that made association history.  For 

many years the Committee, and others, have toyed with 

the idea of a rally where both Victoria Yachts and 

Shadow Motor-Cruisers could participate together but 

it has always been considered too difficult.  The person 

we have to thank for changing that is John Walker, 

owner of the Shadow 26, ‘Heavenly Daze’.  John had 

ventured out onto the tidal River Thames a year earlier 

and knew it was possible.  Well, if Shadow Motor-

Cruisers could spend two or three days coming down 

river, then Victoria Yachts could certainly venture up 

London’s river to meet them!  Anne Grubb joined forces 

with John to jointly organise this combined rally. 

 

 
 

‘Rebwelly’ ‘Jolly Olly’ ‘White Rose 

of York’ 

‘Heavenly 

Daze’ 

 

Frances 26, ‘Jenter’ and the four Shadows pictured 

above (sorry about the big boat in the middle) arrived a 

day early and were able to welcome four more Victoria 

Yachts, all 26 footers, the next day.  The other yachts 

were Victoria 800’s, ‘Volante’ and ‘Thalia of Hamble’, 

Frances 26’s, ‘Redwing’ and ‘Maria Frances’. 

 

Those of us present the first day descended upon the 

Tai Pan Chinese Restaurant, that we normally visit 

during the Boat Show.  On the day of the rally itself, we 

dined at the Cruising Association, where Anne Grubb is 

a member of long standing.  We enjoyed an excellent 

meal that was reasonably priced.  David Probert and 

Angela were also kind enough to invite everyone aboard 

‘White Rose of York’ for our pre-dinner get together.  

Our thanks go to all the organisers. 
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‘Volante’ – John and Peter  ‘Redwing’ - Martin 

 

 

 

 
 

‘Thalia of Hamble’ – 

Leon and Anthony 

 ‘Maria Frances’ – John 

and Wann 

 

 

 

 
 

‘Jenter’ - Jenny  Anne Grubb 

 

Everyone departed on Sunday with the Shadows going 

first on the flood tide but with the yachts leaving in 

one’s and two’s soon after. 

 

 
 

Shadows turn right while yachts turn left! 

 

 
 

 

South Coast Rally to the Royal Southampton Y.C. 

 

Just one week later, John Tyer organised a prestigious 

rally to Ocean Village and the Royal Southampton Y.C., 

where he is also a member.  We had the use of ‘The Pool’ 

and the Member’s Terrace and Bar with a fine meal in 

their restaurant later. 

 

 
 

The photograph, from the R.S.Y.C. terrace, shows the 

six yachts that made it to the rally; all double-enders 

and not a Victoria 34 in sight at this nor the Limehouse 

Rally!  If you ignore the bow of the modern white boat 

then going clockwise from the left we have Victoria 30, 

‘Widgeon’ with Tim and Dee Clarke, Frances 26, ‘Jenter’ 

with Peter and Jenny Cosker (yes, we made it from 

Limehouse), Victoria 30, ‘Tracker’ with Jerry Bottrill, 

Frances 26, ‘Felicity’ with Roy Dawkins and Alf, Frances 

26, ‘Panache’ with Alan Pindar and finally Victoria 30, 

‘Gracious Lady’ with Nicholas and Bridget Hillier. 

 

 
 

Tim and Dee Clarke very kindly offered ‘Widgeon’ as the 

host boat for a pre-dinner gathering. 
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In the evening several other guests joined our gathering 

for the meal in the yacht club. 

 

 

 

 
 

Our thanks go to John Tyer for organising a very fine 

rally. 

 

A few notices 

 

There are many more photographs of our rallies to be 

seen on the association website and it is a good place to 

find out about any additional events. 

 

We are hoping that there might be another Shadow 

Rally this summer.  It is rumoured that Paul and Patsy 

Townsend might take a turn at organising something. 

 

On Saturday, 11th September, the next East Coast Rally 

is to the Royal Harwich Yacht Club.  We have been 

before and it is an excellent club in a fine position on 

the River Orwell and just downstream of Woolverstone 

Marina.  The club has its own pontoons. 

 

On Saturday, 18th September, the next South Coast 

Rally is to the Royal Clarence Marina on the Gosport 

side of Portsmouth Harbour with a launch to take us 

over to dine at the ‘Old Custom House’. 

 

Entries for the Cruising Log Competition should be with 

Peter Cosker by the end of October.  You can send 

them by post or electronically. 

 

The Annual Luncheon and General Meeting will be held 

at the London Corinthian Sailing Club, as usual, on the 

21st November.  After a couple of years when our 

numbers almost exceeded the dining room capacity, 

they have now fallen off somewhat.  It is a good day out 

with the social side taking precedence over the 

business.  No one will twist your arm into taking on any 

office and you can have your say about the way the 

association is being run.  Needless to say, anyone who 

thinks they have something to contribute would be 

warmly welcomed onto the Committee as our present 

numbers are perilously close to the numbers required 

for a quorum! 

 

The next Newsletter will be after the two September 

rallies and should be produced more promptly then. 

 

 

If you have any news that you would like included then 

contact me, Peter Cosker, by e-mail at 

peter.cosker@rya-online.net or by post to the address 

on the covering letter or e-mail. 


