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South Coast Rally to Hythe Marina Village 
 
Despite fine weather, only three of the six boats, that 
had agreed to attend, finally made it to Hythe.  The 
marina had been very kind and put us in the most 
sheltered centre basin right by ‘The Boathouse’, where 
we would dine later.  The Frances 26, JENTER, was the 
first to arrive, having sailed around the coast from 
Burnham-on-Crouch. 
 

 
 
The photograph shows John Tyer, our South Coast 
Regional Organiser, seated and his friend Jeff enjoying 
a glass or two in JENTER’s cockpit. 
 
Both ALBERTINE, a Frances 34, and WIDGEON, a 
Victoria 30 arrived shortly afterwards.  Jon and Lynda 
Spencer had offered ALBERTINE as the host boat, 
being just that bit bigger!  Other members and friends 
arrived by road and there were twenty of us to dine at 
‘The Boathouse’ later 
 

 
 
Tim and Dee Clarke somewhat reluctantly agreed to be 
photographed aboard their immaculate Victoria 30, 
WIDGEON. 
 

 
 
Lynda Spencer entertains John and Jeff aboard 
ALBERTINE prior to our drinks party proper and you 
can see how close we were to the restaurant, which was 
in the building on the left. 
 
We will finish with just a glimpse or two of the dinner, 
which was enjoyed by all.  Thank you John, for making 
all the arrangements and organising another fine rally. 
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New Members 

 
Please welcome all of the following to our association: 
 
Phil and Angela Thorne join the association with the 
Frances 26 cutter, BEGUINE, which will be based at 
Chatham Marina. 
 
Richard and Meryl Saunders join the association with a 
part share in Victoria 30 sloop, WYNN, based in 
Itchenor Reach, Chichester Harbour.  Mike Pearce has 
the remaining share of WYNN and remains a loyal 
member. 
 
Owen and Lynne Sekree join the association with 
Victoria 34 sloop, BLUE BELLE, based at Haslar Marina, 
Gosport. 
 
Pete Lines and Sally Reynolds join the association with 
Victoria 800 Cutter, DISPARATE, in transit to the 
South Coast from Portugal. 
 
 
Resignation 

 
Paul and Christine Foster have sold their Frances 26, 
VERITY and have resigned from the association.  They 
joined the association in 2002. 
 
 
Text Messages from EVERGREEN 

 
On the 23rd June, I received the following text 
message: 
 
I’m here: 
<http://maps.google.com/maps?=loc%3A56.234652%2C-
5.716302> 
Sent with Thrutu 
http://thrutu.com 
 

By clicking ‘Use’ on the first green link, I obtained: 
 

 
 
So, my mobile is being used as a chart plotter now! 
 
 

 
Here ‘s the picture 
https/s.thrutu.com/p/d5qnmnhr8nv74m7q645 
 

By clicking ‘Use’ on the green link, I obtained: 
 

 
 

 
Peter. Just tried a different way of letting you know where 
we are. In case it doesn't work, we're anchored in the Black 
Isles, Firth of Lorn & amazingly have phone coverage! P+L 
 
Not too windy here, but building. This place is supposed to 
be OK but will find out overnight! Hope you are both well 
and happy sailing. Paul 
 

EVERGREEN is a Victoria 26 sailed by Paul Brittain and 
Lesley Whitfield.  The Black Isles are otherwise known 
as Eileanan Dubh.  The Yachtsman’s Pilot to the Isle of 
Mull and adjacent coasts say, “Eilean Dubh Mor and 
Eilean Dubh Beag, 1½ miles southwest of Fladda provide 
reasonable and very secluded anchorage on the east 
side of the narrows between the two islands…” 
 
Thank you Paul and Lesley for the chart and photo’ and 
for giving us an idea of what can be done with a mobile 
telephone.  We hope the anchorage remained reasonably 
calm. 
 
 
NEW! - Rally to Limehouse and St. Katharines 

 
Wednesday 17th to Sunday 21st August 2011 

 
This rally is for Shadow Motor-Cruisers and any 
Victoria Yachts that would like to join them. 
 
At present, it is expected that 4 Shadows will enter the 
tidal River Thames at Teddington early on Wednesday 
morning and, making good speed on the ebb tide, will 
lock into Limehouse at about 9am!  Yachts coming up 
river on the flood tide would lock in at about 3pm. 
 
There will be the usual pre-dinner drinks party and we 
will dine at the Tai Pan Chinese Restaurant that evening. 
 
On Thursday, the boats will depart Limehouse for the 
short trip to St. Katharines by Tower Bridge. 
 
Another meal will be arranged for Saturday, 20th 
August; venue to be announced.  Not all the boats are 
expected to remain with the rally for the whole period. 
 
Further details are available from John Walker.  His 
contact details are in the Handbook 2011.  
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East Coast Rally to North Fambridge 

 
Unseasonable weather including forecast winds up to 
severe gale in strength forced an early decision that no 
boats would actually sail to North Fambridge.  However, 
the Victoria 800, VOLANTE had already arrived at 
Burnham Yacht Harbour, where the Victoria 26, 
SHIKARA is based.  The Harbour Master allowed the 
two boats to be moored on adjacent fingers for the 
pre-dinner drinks party.  Members and guests could 
then travel to ‘The Ferry Boat Inn’ at North Fambridge 
by road for their dinner. 
 

 
 
The photograph shows Arnold Robinson’s SHIKARA to 
the left and VOLANTE to the right along with her 
Skipper, Peter Allen, who is also our Journal Editor. 
 
The pre-dinner drinks party started aboard SHIKARA 
but soon spread to VOLANTE, as we numbered about 
twenty in all.  The staff at ‘The Ferry Boat Inn’ had 
given us the exclusive use of their large conservatory.  
The food was good, plentiful and arrived promptly.  At 
the end of the meal, Arnold Robinson proposed a vote of 
thanks to Anne Grubb, our East Coast Regional 
Organiser, for an excellent rally despite the lack of 
boats! 
 
New Portland Pudgy tender for SHIKARA 

 

 
 
You may have noticed Arnold’s new boat.  It is a 
Portland Pudgy and he is very proud of her! 
 

The Round The Island Race 
 
Despite the greatest ever number of entrants, no 
Victoria Yachts were entered in the race this year and 
so, for the second year running, the Victoria Cup will not 
be presented. 
 
 
Shadow Rally to Windsor 
 
We know the event definitely took place but have 
received no account of it and no photographs. 
 
If we find out more, we will add a report to the 
October Newsletter. 
 
 
SHIKARA sails out to meet JENTER 

 

JENTER left the River Crouch on Friday, 13th May and, 
mainly because of difficult winds in the Channel, did not 
return until Wednesday, 29th June; 47 days away from 
her home base! 
 
We will finish this Newsletter with a photograph of 
Arnold sailing SHIKARA, as he came out to meet us on 
our return. 
 

 
 
 
 

Articles for the October Newsletter 
 
Any articles or photographs for the next Newsletter 
should be sent to Peter Cosker, Hon. Secretary by post 
or e-mail.  The contact details will be found in the 
Handbook. 


