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Waterlines Winter 2004
Editorial o Contents
In discussion at the last AGM, and mentioned in the 2 Editorial AGM Report

Secretary’s spring letter, we have been considering
whether the Association really needs a ‘hard copy’
newsletter or magazine in addition to the news and
information we receive via the very comprehensive
website.

The decision recommended by the Committee is that
we should continue the Magazine to contain mem-
bers’ accounts of voyages of general interest, techni-
cal articles and tips, and other material that members
might wish to keep. We shall also include a very brief
mention of past and forthcoming events — particularly
for those who do not have access to the internet.

Our other decision has been to aim for only one issue per
year - appearing around Christmas, but larger than past is-
sues. The Secretary’s newsletters during the sailing season
will bridge the gap between issues with up-to-date news. So
please let us have your contributions at any time during the
year — for members to read at leisure during the long winter
months.

And from Tim Gearing

Firstly | would like to say few “thank you's”. The first must go to
all of you who very kindly took the time and effort in completing
our questionnaire. They have been most interesting and believe
me all comments have been taken on board (excuse the pun).
As a direct result we will be making an announcement soon
regarding optional improvements to the 34",

Secondly | made the trip to Yarmouth, Isle of Wight to attend
the Rally. Regrettably | had to travel by road and ferry and see
a Victoria go past en route. The weather was not good. The
venue was excellent as was the evening. It was my first time
meeting with Victoria and Frances owners and | was made very
welcome. Roy and Peter deserve our sincere thanks for all their
efforts. Events like that don't happen over night. - Thank you.
Regarding manufacturing these "wonderful little boats™ as
Chuck calls them, we are now ready to start building after very
many hours of toil;- Its good for the waistline apparently!! As
explained previously we will be offering an OPTION for the 34’
to improve her handling. | repeat it's only an option you can still
have the original if you wish.

As | am sure you have heard, we are looking at producing an
all-new Victoria 46.1t’s in the elementary design stage at pre-
sent. | have just returned from my first AGM, which | thor-
oughly enjoyed. | was very honoured to be made an honorary
member, thank you.

Regarding the Log Competition | was very impressed with the
quality and quantity bearing in mind the very short notice given.
Congratulations to the Bennetts. As Peter reiterated there is a
Junior prize so hopefully next year we will see some equally
enjoyable entries there. The prize will be two book tokens. We
are finalising the new literature and the website is now up and
running. All comments good and not so good will be appreci-
ated.

We are offering brokerage and for the first year and it will be
free to all members of the Association. Normal rates to non-
members will be 5% plus VAT.

May | thank everyone for their kind support to the “marque” and
the “new venture” - and wishing you all a very happy New Year
Tim R Gearing

Victoria and Frances Yachts .

Forthcoming events
The only firm date at present is the London Boat
Show Dinner - Jan. 11th. at theTai Pan Restaurant.

3 How it all started
by Peter Gregory
The sad tale from Bermuda
by Olive Hathaway
4 The Ortac Channel
by John Cade
5  Technical Tips

6 A Victoria for Leslie and Paul

8 Sailing logs—Greece, Corfu
and Albania by Richard Burley
11 A farewell to Copper Cream
by Kitty Moss

The 2004 AGM

This was held on Sunday November 21* at our usual venue,
the London Corinthian Sailing Club. 28 members
attended- a few more were probably put off by the
unpredicted increase in the cost of the venue and the meal -
however the meeting was appreciated by all - with a report
from the Secretary on an excellent year of rallies (of which
he attended all) - from the Treasurer forecasting that the
deficit of the past two years should not recur - and from Tim
Gearing who is reviving Victoria Yachts (see below), and
also presented his company’s new award for the best sailing
log, won by Michael Bennett. Both Tim and Olive were
proposed and elected as Honorary Members, and the rest of
the Committee was re-elected, together with our two regional
Organisers - Roy Dawkins (South) and Ann Grubb (East ).
In the subsequent discussion, it was decided to hold next
year’s rallies and socials at approximately the same areas and
dates as in 2004 - the Regional Organisers will progress all
this, and the Secretary will let us know progress and ask for
comment via the website and newsletters.

Finally we had an excellent demonstration by Peter and
David of the Association Website If you haven’t visited (1.e.
looked at) the site, try

www.victoriashadow.co.uk—you really will be impressed!

News from Sally and Alan Smith

A welcome email from Sally, in Antioch, California, says they
have been reluctant to travel over the past three years while
Sally’s sister has been terminally ill. They hope to leave for
Mexico in 2005 and cross the Pacific in 2006 in Victoria 34
‘Jack Nesbitt’ —and send best wishes to all their UK. friends.

Apologies
My daughter, who has been doing all the desktop publishing work
for the last few issues of Waterlines, is now too busy with a job,
three small children, etc. So I have enrolled on a desktop publish-
ing course and am hoping for the best, doing it myself. Hopefully
you’ll find this issue readable and interesting, and the next one
will look more professional

Barrie Marson -Waterlines Editor
email barriemarson@compuserve.com
Phone 01329 832313
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History

How it all started

It all started in August 1980 when the then editor, Bernard
Hayman, of Yachting World ran a small article, with a
photograph of a Frances 25, entitled “ this is the type of
serious, long keeled cruising yacht we have lost sight of in
Europe”. The market was dominated by cruiser/racers.

The moment I saw the Frances I knew she could be
commercial success.

1 was married to Ida and we had three children — Adam,
Simon and Victoria; I had been in the marine industry since
1972 initially as sales and marketing director of a company
in Leeds building offshore racing and ski boats.

We then started our own boat sales
and boatyard business in Sowerby
Bridge, West Yorkshire. We were
distributors for Birchwood Motor
Cruisers and became successful by
sheer hard work as a family plus
selling these boats at international
boat shows gave us a customer base
which we could never have
generated in Sowerby Bridge.

Realising that to fully succeed and
realise our ambitions we needed to
be based in the Solent area. We sold
SB and bought a small boatyard with
a house attached in Bitterne Manor
Southampton. — —
of the Victoria - afew
years later

Without question part
motivation to “move south” was
driven by the fact that, although we
sold motor cruisers to make a living our family passion was
for sailing. Eventually as we became successful we bought
a Prout Snowgoose 35, then a 37 catamaran which we kept
at Kemps Shipyard in Bitterne!

Some Fridays in the sailing season we would collect the
children from school throw them and all the kit into the
back of the Range Rover and drive straight to Soton —
quieter roads but fewer motorways meant the journey took
around six hours. We would sail through the weekend then
reverse the journey on Sunday evenings. For years the
children believed sleep at weekends was done in moving
cars!

Anyway back to the Frances 26, surely one of the classic
vachts of all time?

In response to Bernard Hayman’s article Chuck Paine
received a number of enquiries from people in the UK
many of whom went to the USA to see Chuck Paine.

He rang a few times asking why I wasn’t going over and
my reply was consistent — I don’t need to come, all my
industry/sale/marketing knowledge and my instincts told
me that this yacht would be a success. Eventually Chuck
came to the UK to see us.

We struck-up a commercial and personal friendship almost
instantly and reached an agreement for us to be the sole
manufacturer and distributor of the Frances 26 in Europe
plus first refusal on any existing or future Chuck Paine
designs. So — how to take things forward?

We needed to set-up a new company to differentiate the
yachts from the other activities — we wanted a strong, yet
British,
traditional name
to reflect the
yachts; a name
which would be
easy to remember
from a sales and
marketing point
of view and one
which  reflected
the quality of
build, stability of
performance  and
could infer longevity and ‘established’ — we had a daughter
called Victoria. So Victoria Marine was bom — the two
boys were disgusted but ”Ad-Si-Vic Marine” didn’t have
the same ring to it!

Peak Production— in 1989

We bought a set of mouldings from Tom Morris in
Southwest Harbor, Maine who was building Chuck’s
designs and still does today. They were shipped home and
from the mouldings hull and deck moulds were created with
a few changes such as a moulded in non-slip pattern.

The Frances was launched on the market, literally and
metaphorically in mid-1981 and then ...perhaps we should
do another instalment sometime in the future.

The above were some of the happiest days of our lives and
Victoria Yachts never looked back.

And, thank you for reading this and most importantly —

thank you for being owners —without you Victoria and
Shadow would never have existed

Peter Gregory October 2004.

Background to ‘Whistler’s’ Fate

The last issue of Waterlines described the sad destruc-
tion of "Whistler’ in the Bermuda hurricane. Olive Hatha-
way has given us the origin of this story as follows;
‘Whistler was originally owned by an American who kept
her in Bermuda and was one of several American mem-
bers of the Association. Because of the exchange rate at
that time It was cheaper to have Victorias shipped out
from here rather than from Morris in America.

He remained a member long after the others had left, and
eventually sold the boat after which | lost contact.

My niece, Joanna, had been working in Bermuda for sev-
eral years. She emailed me at the end of 2003 to say
that a friend of her partner, George, had a boat called
Whistler that she thought was a Victoria. The owners, a
Janice and Donald MacKenzie had been working in Ber-
muda but were now returning to their native Edinburgh,
and Whistler was again for sale.

Two days later on August 30". the hurricane ap-
proached, and at its height on Sept. 4™. the Island was in
the NE eye-wall of the storm with gusts up to 150mph,
dropping to merely bright and breezy after 12 hours. Jo
said a large boat broke free, smashing the several
smaller ones onto the rocks but escaping almost un-
scathed itself. Janice and John also sent me an email,
noting that pictures of Whistler before and after the storm
are on freespace.virgin.net/Janice.Bermuda/whistler.htm,
and she is featured in Janice’s book about Bermuda.'
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Navigation

The Ortac Channel

Most VSA members who have sailed to the Channel
Islands will be aware of the Ortac Channel, but I
guess that few have used it. As my sketch chartlet
shows, it is one of the four north/south routes to the
islands that lie south of Alderney, the other three
being the Race of Alderney, The Swinge and the
approach from west of the Casquets.

My first and only experience of the Ortac came in
August 2003 on the final homeward leg of a cruise
to North Brittany. We departed from St. Peter
Port's Victoria Marina as soon as there was a
comfortable depth over the sill. Outside in the Little
Russell the NE 5/6 over the flood tide made for
slow and very wet progress as we headed
northwards through overfalls towards open water.
However, the sun was shining from a cloudless sky
and once clear of the Platte Fougere and Grande
Amfroque at the north end of the channel we soon
dried-off and settled into some long tacks towards
the Race.

We needed to be through the Race by 2200 hrs. At
about 2030 hrs, some 3 miles off the SW tip of
Alderney and about to go on to port tack, I
realised that we were not going to make it. What
to do?

Although, by chance, we were well positioned to
enter The Swinge, I did not consider this to be an
option. With sunset in 30 mins, a headwind and the
tidal stream almost certain to turn foul before we
were through, I ruled it out.My crew suggested
returning to St Peter Port. If we made fast to the
pontoons in the outer harbour we would be able to
make an earlier start the following day. The Jersey
met office was not forecasting any change in the
conditions. I considered this solution to be a little
negative, but it was a fall-back if we could not come
up with a better plan.

My own first thought was to anchor in Longy Bay
on the south side of Alderney and sit out the adverse
tide. I had done this successfully on two previous
occasions. On this occasion, though, there was a
snag. There was not going to be any moon and it
would be dark by the time of our arrival. Even with
the aid of GPS and radar it seemed an unwarranted
risk, despite the fact that the rock guarding the
entrance would be well covered.

My second thought was to sail west of the Casquets.
This would be something of a detour, as they lay
some 6 miles west of our present position. A further
adverse factor would be avoiding the Casquets Traffic
Separation Scheme after rounding the rock. Although
it 1s permissable to cross a TSS [ try to avoid doing so
wherever possible. This TSS lies only 5 miles or so
north of Alderney and its outlying rocks, so the
combination of the then west going stream and the
northeasterly would result in our being pinned-down
in a narrow corridor for the duration of the tide.
Morale sapping, if nothing else!

Having ruled out all of the above, I was left with just
one other possibility - the Ortac Channel. Some rapid
research was necessary, and time was of the essence. |
made a provisional decision to go for it. We bore
away on to a reach steering NW.

The passage notes in MacMillan Reeds Almanack
made sobering reading - "The Channel should not
be used in bad weather due to tremendous
overfalls". But the weather was not bad, just fresh,
and we would be there at close to slack water. We were only 3

172 miles from the southem end of the channel, and 6 miles from
the farend.

[ tumed to my other pilot books to see what they had to say on the
subject. In Adlard Coles's Channel Harbours and Anchorages he
says '""This channel is rarely used by strangers, but is a wide one
which may be navigated with the aid of'a large-scale Admiralty
chart". But later, when discussing approaches to Braye harbour
when coming from the south, he talks of either going the long way,
giving the Casquets and all dangers a wide berth and approaching
Aldemey from the north, or approaching via The Swinge or the
Aldemey Race. No mention of the Ortac as a possibility!

Tom CunlitfFe in The Shell Channel Pilct is down-to-earth (as
always). In his comments on approaching Aldemey from Guemsey
he says "...in the last hour before the Race tums foul you may be
served by nippingup through the rough seas of Ortac Channel...
Even if you end up having a hard time, it will be better than the
altemative”.

It was now decision time. The sea state and the wind had both
moderated, the later to NE4, due possibly to the tum of the tide. It
was almost dark and we could just make out the Ortac Rock on the
starboard bow. There seemed every reason to proceed.

The passage through the channel was quick and uneventful. We were
conscious of being swirled off~course a few times - it was pitch black
by now - but we experienced nothing untoward. After exiting the
channel the wind steadily increased all the way back to Poole,
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Navigation

part of the whole passage. Were we just lucky, or is there a
reason why it is not used more by cruising yachtsmen? In the
yachting press one frequently reads tales of passages
through the Race and The Swinge but never have I seen
mention of the Ortac.

3
=
=

Postscript: Since making this passage through the Ortac
several friends have expressed surprise at my decision. [ have
re-evaluated the available data in an attempt to decide whether
it was sensible in the circumstances. During the course of this
re-evaluation [ have noted an interesting fact: whether going
NE or SW, the first hour of the adverse tidal stream in the
Ortac runs at only half the rate of the adverse streams in The
Swinge and the Race. So,, if you are late, the Ortac has at least
one advantage over the altematives.

CASQvETs

which we just made on one starboard tack. By then the wind was
back to F6 and the two of us were ready to drop the hook in the
peace of the South Deep and get some sleep.

John Cade (Cadenza)

[ronically, the passage through the Ortac Channel was the quietest

TECHNICAL TIPS

Fitting a larger waterlock

Most Victoria owners, being knowledgeable souls, are aware of the adverse consequences of keeping their fingers on the starter button if the
diesel refuses to start. But [ doubt if any of us know how long it takes to pump through this eritical volume of cooling water, which would
result in an overflow from the exhaust system into the cylinders. - [ have heard several tales of bent con rods.

On my Victoria 33 T became concerned over the exhaust layout, since the inlet to the waterlock was only just below the exhaust manifold
tevel of the Nanni 3.75 I had specified. Thus if the waterlock became compietely fuil while trying to start, cooling water would backfill the
manifold and cylinders. The waterlock fitted was a Vetus LP as on most Victorias.
The obvious answer was to fit a larger one.

[an Bowles of Vetus Marine suggested a new design (the LSS) with a capacity of 7.5
litres compared with 4.25 of the LP. The length and height are much the same, but a
larger width which Cadenza accommodated without difficulty. — after deducting the
run-back from the rising exhaust pipe to the loop, the effective capacity of the larger
unit is probably more than double. As a bonus the LSS has its drain tap at the inlet
end where you can get at it, unlike the LP,

John Cade (Cadenza)

Removing and replacing a 1TGM10

PS — Question Time - Waterlines Spring 2003 — what is the approved method?

I have removed the engine from my Frances 26 on two occasions, firstly for a major
overhaul and secondly to replace the original 1GM9 with the new |GM10 — on both
occasions [ did the work single handed without difficulty. I had the new engine in and
out and on to its flexible mountings at least a couple of times. The only mechanical
help was the assistance of the boom and main halyard, and mainsheet (no chains) with
its blocks and jamming cleat. [ certainly would not disconnect the flexible mounts
before lifting the engine as was suggested in the reply, and indeed they should be in
place and securely fixed to the engine beds before the engine is reinstalled.

[ use the main sheet for moving heavy articles such as the new engine and indeed the

P,

FREE ADVICE ON...
SAIL SET, RIGTUNING
AND REPAIRS.

new battery which weighs 40.5 kg

John Sadler (Maria Frances)

Solving a broken masthead cable

If one cable to the masthead fails, it may be difficult to replace it, even with
the mast down. The remaining sound cable can be used to feed both mast-
head lights, via diodes—one forward and reverse (at the masthead). A
changeover switch (double pole double throw) is then installed on the instru-
ment panel to switch the polarity of the supply and thus select which light is
on - this also ensures you never have the anchor light and trilight on together!
Barrie Marson (Josephine)
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Sailing Log

A Victoria for Leslie and Paul

We bought ‘EverGreen’, our Victoria 26, in April 2003. At the
time she was ashore in Christchurch, whereas we live in Chester.
Having mainly lived in Scotland before, we saw this as the
perfect excuse to get to know the south and west coasts and
hence decided to ‘potter’ slowly back over the summer in several
stages, visiting as many new places as possible rather than a
traditional delivery trip with long passages.

In the end our route took in Poole, Weymouth, Torquay,
Dartmouth, Salcombe Plymouth,Yealm, Polperro, Fowey,
Mevagissey, Falmouth, Mullion Cove, St. Michaels Mount,
Newlyn, Scilly Isles, Padstow, Milford Haven, Fishguard,
Newquay, Aberystwith, Pwllheli, Anglesey and Caernarvon. If
you prefer numbers, that amounts to 823 miles, 32 days, 9 crew
and 2 mackerel!

Many people gave us advice and assistance, both before and
after buying EverGreen — particularly Derrick Thorrington,
Olive Hathaway and of course Peter and Jenny Cosker, whose
interest led to the accounts below.

Falmouth to Milford Haven
We set out late afternoon on Friday 15" August with a short sail
over to St. Mawes after spending the afternoon taking on 60m of

RNLI at Mousehole

Paul on EverGreen

new anchor chain. Next morning we left early for slack water at
the Lizard and then have wind (E 5/6) with tide to take us on
round. We took the offshore route about 3nm off the point. I felt
very queasy despite helming, and demanded a break at Mullion
Cove - a wild and beautiful feeling place and we decided to stop
overnight.

Sunday we anchored at St. Michaels Mount with a very
enjoyable walk round the Island. Then over to Newlyn for the
night — we did debate whether to go to Penzance instead, but
decided we wanted to see a working port. We also aquired a
hefty plank for use as a fender board in the big harbours further
north.

Late in the afternoon we saw the lifeboat go out with a priest on
board. Not good news we thought. However atter dinner at
Mousehole we found a service in the lifeboat, with male voice
choir in attendance and the whole village listening round the
harbour. The RNLI was presenting an award to the local
communities for 200 years service to the Penlee station.

Very moving as they were celebrating both the arrival of two
new lifeboats and also lives lost at sea in particular those aboard
the lifeboat ‘Solomon Brown’

Monday at 7a.m. the market had not started but the Fishermens
Mission Provided an excellent breakfast. The sail over to St.
Agnes proved easy but with the wind aimost on the nose, we had
to motor the last stretch to arrive before dark. Pilotage to the
Cove at St. Agnes was straightforward and we arrived with the

last of the light.

Picking tides carefully we visited New Grimsby (Tresco) and Tean
Sound (St. Martin’s) before leaving the Scillies and motoring most
of the way to Padstow across a smooth sea to be at the Padstow lock
gate within 1 hour of HW at 1.30 a.m. Just before arriving the sky
clared and we saw Mars casting a thin beam of light on the water
I’ve never noticed this before with a planet.

Then low cloud rolled in and turned Trevose head lighthouse into a
smudge which eventually vanished. Fortunately we got a good
bearing on it first and the lighthouse nearer Padstow was lower
down and lasted a bit better. The handheld GPS got its most use so
far — without it we might not have continued our entry. Getting a
little nervous about seeing the river buoys we called the
harbourmaster, who could see a mile, and as we approached the first
buoy visibility improved. Padstow was really lovely with the
harbour a great feature of the town. Sunday evening we let the last

At Padstow

Newlyn

of the wind take us to the beautiful Quin bay and Paul caught 2 fine
mackerel. Maybe fishing is a man’s thing but I’m happy to eat the
result. Monday was a fun sail to Milford Haven — we were
surrounded by a group of dolphins on the way.

Milford Haven to Aberystwyth

Left Milford Haven about 8am Saturday 13™. September.
Unfortunately [ missed having a hearty breakfast first. In the rush to
depart, we ended up reeting at the harbour entrance in very weird °
waves — the final straw for me and [ was sick just beyond ‘Vomit
Point’ (you can take chart directions too literally). Forecast was for
F5 but blew up to S/SE 7/8 so we stayed offshore. Brilliant
sunshine and we took the shortcuts through Jack and Ramsey
Sounds. EverGreen steady as a rock, touching 7.8 knots. We put the
third reef in after a fair section at 7.2, keeping the Genoa fairly large
to be more comfortable being ‘pulled’ along.

We anchored at Fishguard — although a large commercial

harbour, the anchorage outside the old harbour was quiet and
peaceful, the town pretty and the yacht club very welcoming. At

Tresco—New Grimsby Sound

dinner in the ‘Royal Oak’ [ amazed Paul by working out that the
paintings were about Jemine Nicholas the Welsh heroine who saw
off the French invasion here in 1797!
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Sailing Log

Sunday was really warm, F4 decreasing, spotted dolphins, and
pottered slowly to New Quay, believed to be the village that
inspired ‘Under Milk Wood’. Several good looking fish and
chip shops and excellent fish pies at the Wellington. Another
great welcome at the sailing club. On Monday motored to
Aberystwyth and unpacked the boat.

Pwilheli to Caernarvon

On Sunday 19", October we were joined by Stephen and Nicola,
fairly experienced Mediterranean saitors wanting a trip to colder
waters. Beautiful clear day although Stephen started feeling
sick, but recovered afier taking the helm. New forecast E/NE
4/5 occasionaly 6 and we prepared for a longish beat up the
Lleyn Peninsula. The coastline was really stunning and we
made fast progress under full main and jib to Bardsey Sound.
The sea was dark turquoise with impressive cliffs on the
mainland side. We made over 5 knots up to about Porth
Dinllaen, gradually reefing down to 3™ reef,

As the wind and seas picked up to F6/7 we got the engine to help
bash through the waves. This gave us an extra 3/4 knot and we
Still seemed able to keep the jib Filled

At this stage Nicola started feeling quite ill in spite of Stugeron.
By 5.30 we were only about 6 miles from the first Caernarvon
Bar buoy but the wind was rising to F7 and we were getting
concerned about the likely sea state on the bar. We phoned the
dockmaster who offered to keep the gate flap open after 6.45, or

in a lovely bay with a sandy beach. We set out for Caernarvon after a
late lunch.. We were apprehensive as we rounded the end of the bay,
but the sea was flat and we had a gorgeous sail, reaching in a sunny
NEA4.

The bar was absolutely smooth and innocent looking. The

sky was stunning, an object lesson i n cloud types, with else.

There were great contrasts on the mountains with

some parts in deep shade and others in bright sunshine. As

we approached Caernarvon the castle and mountains made

for a suitably dramatic looking end to our summer’s travels.

The weather had one more surprise for us — a two

minute hail shower as Paul took the helm for our final

approach into Victoria Dock.

Lesley and Paul Whitfield  (EverGreen)

Lesley relaxing

Bardsey Island

suggested we use a courtesy buoy outside — likely to be an
uncomfortable night when the tide turned.

We decided it might be best to make for the west of Anglesey —
Aberffraw was about 6 miles away but further north.. Progress
slowed as the wind picked up to a low &, and the roller furling
jammed. Eventually we managed to get it right in but speed
dropped to about 3.5 knots. By this time Stephen was feeling
terrible, exposed on the helm but not wanting to go below. He
and Nicola had not been out in the dark before. Neither portable
GPS would give a position but there were lots of lights around
including Llandwyn lighthouse.

Gradually the depth reduced — Aberffraw is wide and gently
shelving and by 9pm we were anchored in 4m, the wind having
dropped to F 6/7. We laid out the full 60m of chain, giving a
scope of 10:1 at HW. | managed to get some hot food down
everyone before we turned in although Nicola and Stephen were
almost too tired to eat.

We had a quiet night, but with the wind screaming overhead at
times, as the pilot book suggested. 1 kept waking to check we
were still there and at 2 am to discuss with Paul the options for
next day. The forecast had mentioned NW 4/5 occasionally 6
perhaps making the whole west coast of Anglesey becoming a
lee shore. We set the alarm for 5 am to decide whether to head
out over the bar then.

In the event we decided to wait and late morning found we were
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Victorias (Frances) Sail Again

Classic Marine International Lid is pleased to offer the Chuck

Paine’s famous Victoria 247" and 28" Gacluding the France
Pilot House versions) 4

All are avarlable in various stages ol construction lr

to suit individual clients requirements. from hull it

and deck mouldings through to completed p
bespoke vachts | T lu

We arc in the process of designing a new Victorin 467, |

We provide a complete repair and naintenance {
service For all hoats. i
Classic Marine International Ltd r .
PO Box 322, Southampton, SO31 9WW ) y | \
Tel: 01489 885400 or 01483 890000

Maob; 07971 35369207908 118774 a

Lmail: victoria@ classicmarineintilid com Vg2, 4

Web: victoria@classicmarineintlltd com
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Sailing Log

Sailing in Greece and Corfu, 2003

We left the UK for Kalamata after Easter on 25 April only
to find it was Good Friday in Greece. This reduced tratfic
problems in Athens. Fortunately we had booked a hotel in
Mycene, only to find the ruins and museum were shut — a
strike, much to the disgust of some French students!
Bearing in mind the holiday we were very lucky to find a
hotel room while Moonstone was out of the water and it
wasn’t easy to find a café open as the owners were
entertaining their friends but fortunately the marina café
was open. Apart from the usual fitting out, we needed to fit
a new sender for our Echo Sounder. This caused quite a
problem as it had only 2 wires and the original had 3 and it
didn’t work until we left our berth. This was obviously
caused by the muddy bottom and shallow water in the
Marina but caused some delay in our departure.

We finally left Kalamata on 9 May, motoring in a pleasant
breeze for Koroni and anchored in 4 m (15.85 NM), a
lovely town with a fine castle ashore and lots of good cafes.
The wind swung NW after we had anchored but

experienced. The only snag about Poros is that the bottom is
soft mud which gets stirred up when the Ferries arrive which
makes life difficult in a strong Easterly. We were glad to tie
up to our German friends, Wolf & Renate, in their large,
heavy and secure Cape North. When the wind dropped, we
left on 23 May with some difficulty as a German charter
yacht had got his chain over our stern anchor chain and we
were very grateful to our friend Ray in Tequila, an Invicta,
who had been our neighbour at Kalamata for his help in
sorting us out.

We motored with foresail to Sami which we found had
greatly improved and went alongside the quay where our
friends joined us .34 NM. The improvement may have been
a result of Sami being the film set for Captain Corelli’s
Mandolin. We would certainly return as the facilities ashore
were good and a lovely setting. No charge for berthing.

By 26 May the weather had improved and we left for Astakos
and motor sailed in a gentle breeze which freshened as we
were berthing with stern anchor on the quay which was a bit

it wasn’t strong although we would have been
more comfortable further inshore. Next day we
moved on to Methonia, again in little wind and
anchored in 3 m on sand. We went ashore to
shop and also had my first swim (chilly). Again
a splendid castle (shut), we would certainly
come again and enjoyed a good and less
crowded lunch the following day.

fatakolon

We were up early on 12 May we were not C.Katakolan

Oc 4s 15M
impressed on our car trip by the facilities at
Pilos so had 56 NM without harbours of refuge COLF oF
to Katacolon. The wind was on the nose but not croi
AR

too much of it so we made good time and
arrived at 1630. We anchored in 4 m (mud) as
we had several years ago, as we would see no
point in paying to go into the new Marina.

13 May was another lovely day and we left at Proti
1010 for Zakinthos in a gentle head wind. We
stopped for lunch at Porto Roma, a pretty place
but busy with admittedly well disciplined Jet
Skiers. The holding wasn’t brilliant so we
motored on to Zante Town. (25NMThe
following day we got water and fuel and left at
1145 for Ay Nicholas, which again had changed
considerably for the better. We were glad to be
alongside with help from Dimitri who gave us a
great welcome. We decided to stay for a few
days and were very well looked after by Dimitri,
his sister Caterina and his father Spiros who
took us on a boat trip through the lovely grottos.

Sfak

LFL

20 May was a lovely day and we left at 0725 for
Poros on Cephalonia, arriving at 1100 and went
on the quay with stern anchor. The strongish
head wind eased en route. Poros is a very pretty
resort town, about 10 minutes walk from the
quay. It has all facilities and there is water on
the quay. We were beginning to find more
yachts, often chartered and perhaps not all that
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Sailing Log

short of mooring cleats. 28 NM. The other problem was
that the town drains ran into the harbour which they
reduced effectively by pumping in water to disperse the
effluent most of the time. Astakos is very much a
working town but well worth a visit.

On 29 May after again clearing our stern anchor, we
motored 3.63 NM to anchor in the peaceful bay at
Pantelimon, anchoring in 3.5M. By 31 May the weather
seemed to be improving — there had been gales in Crete —-
so we sailed to Kastos on a pleasant beam reach but the
wind then dropped and went on the nose but it was an
easy 10 NM trip, going on the extended quay

Next day we had a quiet motor sail to Sivota 15.83 NM
and went on the quay where we got laundry done, did the
shopping and got water and fuel. A nice place,
possible to anchor although the harbour was a bit

————

place but all well in the end ), ferry to igoumenista & finally
1 hour taxi to Levkas, so we were glad to find Moonstone
still on Joe’s pier with the customary flowers on the chart &
the Navtex turned on .We were also glad to find that the a
new VHF aerial had been fitted to replace the old one
damaged in the winter gales at Kalamata. Having paid our
bills, including 2 Euros/day Harbour dues, we left on 13
August although the wind speed wasn’t working which we
decide could be fixed in Corfu. We were very lucky to get
away as there was an earthquake that night which closed the
northern canal, as the bridge couldn’t be opened, all the
phone & power lines were down & the contents of all the
broken bottles was running down the gutters! Meanwhile we
were quietly at anchor only 30NM away at Mongonisi,
completely oblivious of this; we certainly saved ourselves a
week before the canal reopened.

dirty. We still had Ray with us and we met up
with the Cunninghams from Westbourne and
Hamish Jansen (ex HISC) in his splendid 71 ft
Ikra II and saw how the other half live with a
crew of 4 and 8 guests. On 4 June after coffee
and a guided tour of Ikea we motored up to
Tranquil Bay opposite Nidri and anchored in 8
M. The water temperature was 25C. It was very
peaceful, lovely surroundings yet convenient for
shopping, ice being readily available.

Othani

After staying 2 days, on 6 June we motored 8§
NM to the northern bay of Port Atheni on
Meganisi and anchored in 12 M. The reef
dividing the bay has now been marked by a
beacon and a flotilla came in on the far side, the
afternoon breeze died down giving us a quiet
night. Next day we went back to Spartachori
where we had a great welcome and met up with
Cape North again. On 8 June we motored to
Levkas, stopping for lunch in Skorpios. There is
now an excellent new Marina (Ch69) but we
went on the town quay because we wanted to
organise our return flight and to arrange to leave
Moonstone with Joe Charlton while we were
back in the UK.

L 390

We spent the next few days in Meganisis, in
particular visiting a new restaurant and quay at
the Southern end of Port Atheni . It was a very
pleasant place, a new supermarket will now be
open and I had a good, though hot, walk up to
Katomeri. Definitely worth a return visit. We
spent 2 days at anchor in Skorpios bay which
was remarkably peaceful after the flotillas and 1
charter boats left for the night. It was also
convenient to nip across to Vathi to shop in the
morning before the crowds returned. On 14 June
we motored and were glad to leave Moonstone in
Joe Charlton’s good hands before our return to the
UK from Prevesa airport.

We returned to Levkas on | 1August after a
complicated journey by taxi to Stansted , flight to
Corfu, taxi to ferry (I got separated from Gill & thg
luggage as the taxi driver dropped her in the wrong
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Sailing Log

ALBANIA

We had decided that it would be worth sailing up through
Albania to Croatia, despite the various warnings we had
received. The Pilot Book referred to Smugglers, illegal
immigrants etc. However we spoke to Andrew Smyth, Who had
made the trip & we assumed things hadn't got worse. It had the
advantage over the passage through Ttaly that no night passage
was involved, indeed we might have been intercepted by the
Italian Navy had we chosen that route.

Nevertheless it was with some unspoken trepidation that we left
for a hot motor to Saranda at 0950 on 19 August, arriving at
1300. We were called up by the HM on Ch 16 & told to berth
on the quay under the stern of a small coaster. We were greeted
by a number of friendly officials one of whom was the shipping
agent for the coaster who offered to help us with the entry
formalities for which we paid £60 odd in Euros. The port
seemed secure with police on the gate. It was used by day
trippers from Corfu visiting the nearby Roman remains. The
town itself was reasonably tidy but there were a lot of buildings
which were either derelict or unfinished & we saw the rubbish
being tipped straight into the sea ! We were visited by a very
friendly Albanian tourist agent who offered to take us to a
special view point, which we refused as we didn't want to delay.
(He has since phoned us at home suggesting a longer escorted
tour!) In fact Saranda seemed pretty secure possibly because it
was close to Corfu. The Albanians we met were very friendly,
anxious to appear so & to become internationally acceptable.
We felt that the atmosphere was very similar to the poorer parts
of Turkey.

On 20 August we left at 0715 having collected our papers. There
was a heavy swell but not much wind as we motored up the
forbidding mountainous shore, — not many ports of refuge
here! The wind filled in to Force 7 on the nose but fortunately
only about 10NM from where we bore away into Vlore bay. It
was a bit eerie, not much visibility indeed not much to see by
way of shipping or yachts. . On our arrival at 1915 we called up
the HM with no practical reply so anchored in 3M in the
sheltered bay. 65NM with some relief. The town itself was quite
busy. [ believe there is another anchorage in the Northermn end of
the bay near an oil terminal but for practical purposes not much
in the way of facilities for yachts. At least we weren't turned
away!

Thursday 21 August we left at 0650 & had a much easier sail up the
low lying coast to Durres which is a large port & industrial centre.
Our main problem was that the pilot book had no scale on the
chartlet & mentioned wrecks in general terms & we couldn't make
out the buoys against the shore. It would have helped to have had a
larger scale chart! However we used the GPS to keep well to the
East of the entry fairway & of the ships moored off until we could
make out the harbour entrance. The harbour itself was very busy
with a number of derelict ships & an obvious Italian naval presence
but when we called the HM on CM 6, he directed us to a quay very
close to his office where we were able to book out for 60 Euros. The
passage was 62 NM.. We decided to anchor off in the bay for the
night lulled to sleep by local discos, the locals didn't seem too
deprived. Next day 22 August we decided to sail for Montenegro,
which is part of Serbia, & left at 0720. We had a lovely sail on a
beam reach & arrived at 1430 at Ulcinj & anchored in 2.8M—NB
All depth readings are below the keel, we draw 1.5 M approx. The
kindly wind caused a bit of a slop which died down. The most
remarkable sight was the small beach itself which was absolutely

ALBANIA
CULCINT
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packed, barely room to sit down & this in a country which we thought
was impoverished. The following day we left at 0715 for Budva also
in Montenegro where we planned to clear in but when we arrived
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after a gentle motor (28 57NM), we were told that this was no longer
so & that we would have to go back 15 miles to Bar or 10 miles on to
Kotor but the kind HM suggested we should lower our quarantine flag
& go alongside a less conspicuous quay, an offer we gladly accepted
& enjoyed a good meat ashore - a very attractive place, certainly
worth a return visit.

We thought next day 24 August we should aim for our main
destination, namely Dubrovnik so leaving at 0650 & motoring for
47NM with a magnificent mountain back drop we arrived at the
commercial port of Gruz & berthed bows to with stern anchor on this
quay. Sunday was probably not the best of days to arrive, as there
weren't many Customs officers on duty & there were a number of
cruise ships in but once we were attended to, it was quick &
efficient, if not cheap, 1247 Euros for a calendar year! However it
does cover Marine Rescue & also the excellent navigation marks. It
was only a brief trip 4 NM up the river to the excellent marina
which bad all facilities, including a swimming pool.

We very much enjoyed the rest of our stay in Croatia,. The marinas
are more expensive than Turkey but very good value & well run.
There is an enormous choice of good anchorages. The scenery is
magnificent & the towns & harbours very attractive— lots of history,
ancient & modem & you can drink the tap water, & the loos ashore
are spotless, We certainly plan to spend another year there.

Richard & Gill Burley, Yacht Moonstone Season 2003

For Sale

An unworn pair of men's Douglas Gill Thermal Polarlite
Salopettes XL £15

Olive Hathaway 01489 878768
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Farewell

A FAREWELL TO COPPER CREAM

“Come quicky, quickly, there’s a Victoria 34 coming in and she’s absolutely beautiful!”

This was the cry that greeted us as we approached the pontoon in Benodet down the west coast of Brittany, proud owners of
our ultimate dream yacht “Copper Cream” back in 1996. Since then she has taken us down to the Quiberon, round the Chan-
nel Islands, the North coast of Brittany, along to St. Vaast port of our first Victoria/Shadow Association rally, and the Scilly

Isles. Her distinctive cream hull and green hood has made her instantly recognizable by harbour masters on the home stretch

between Falmouth and Dartmouth, our own names invariably being forgotten.

Over the years we have had many days in paradise, and also anxious times verging on sheer fright, involving the now familiar
problems of unexpected and unforecast strong winds, persistent fog, tide races and enormous supertankers travelling at six
times our speed. We have always coped, with Kitty doing the navigation and deckwork, and Ted on the helm.

1* June 2004 It’s our main summer holiday and we have just had a lovely week in the Scillies. From a mooring in Helford
we set off for Fowey looking forward to our sail with an ideal forecast, NW 3-4. Passing Carrick Roads the wind seemed a
bit stiff, but then it does gust down there so not to worry. Off Gull Rock the wind is shrieking, the sea is spitting white horses
and we’re struggling with weather helm. We must take in some main. We have in the mast roller reefing since our “geriatric”
re-fit in 1998. “OH NO”, the main has come out of its slot at the base of the mast and won’t wind in. Up onto the cabin
roof goes harnessed Kitty, legs and one arm wrapped round the mast, and with Ted handling the reefing lines, after some ef-
fort she manages to feed it back into the slot, and we reduce sail. Kitty returns, panting, to the cockpit. By Dodman Point we
are in a near gale. The sea is a mass of boiling foam and we have to turn into the wind to point to Fowey. Ted suggests we
could stay off the wind and carry on to Newton Ferrars, as it is impossible to point at Fowey and Copper Cream is heeling
badly with her leeward deck under water. Kitty doesn’t like that idea and we decide to take all the genoa in and motor-sail the
rest of the way to Fowey. Another yacht is passing Dodman further inshore, struggling with its foresail. Kitty goes below to
turn on the engine.

Suddenly Ted yells “Stay below”. Copper Cream pitches first to one side, then the other, Kitty hanging on at the foot of the
cabin steps watching Ted heaving on the mainsheet as she gibes, thinking this is to avoid something in the water. But no, the
foresail had backed in a sudden gust and Ted had decided it was easiest to turn a full circle. A deafening roar and we both
look skywards for the passing jet fighter — but the sky is empty and the noise is our wind generator evolving into a turbine.
Kitty grasps the genoa reefing line and heaves; it is like pulling on a lump of iron it will not shift. Ted joins in with one hand
and still no joy. Desperate, Kitty does as she shoudn’t and tries with the reefing line round the winch, still can’t do it. Finally
Ted gets it in using the winch but the sheets are in a gargantuan knot in mid-air between the bow and the mast. They can stay
there until we’re in harbour. Heeling hard, Copper Cream, the only member of the team who is still happy, takes us to Fowey,
Ted tucked in his lee stern corner, Kitty half standing on the lee seat stretching to look over the windward side and indicate
the direction.

In Fowey the forecast in the Harbourmaster’s Office reads NW 3-4 and the pontoon is full of tired and furious yacht crews .
We encounter Dawn and Brian Smith in Moonfleet with their friends Wendy and Bob in Mary Kay, a Najad 332, We all
spend a happy evening together having dinner in “Food for Thought”, an excellent restaurant on the quayside.

We enjoyed the rest of our holiday along the coast to Dartmouth but did some serious talking on the way. We have increas-
ingly found ourselves motoring because there is no wind, or because it is too strong and blowing against us. We could have
struck out across the channel with that forecast of NW 3-4. We always knew that one day we would have to change to a mo-
tor boat and saw it as something vaguely in the future. Rather sadly, we decided that the day had come. The Channel Islands
in half a day, Camaret within daylight hours, and 20mins. in each shipping lane instead of an hour had definite attractions.
We narrowed the choice quickly to a semi-displacement hull, and by the season’s end had test sailed three and chosen the
Nimbus 320, a Swedish-built boat popular with ex-yachtsmen

So we’re off to Lymington for our Autumn holiday taking Copper Cream for the last time into most of our favourite haunts —
up the river to Malpas, East to Fowey, Salcombe where we photograph our last view of Bolt Head under the foresail, Dart-
mouth and Dittisham. In Dartmouth the wind blows strongly from the East and we stay for five days, eventually snatching a
window of westerly 5-6 to round Portland Bill to Weymouth where we are holed up in gales for another five days, but make
friends with the terrific lady harbourmaster. She has a sheet on the wall for visitors to write the name of their boat with the
reasons for the name. We add Copper Cream, originally copper-clad underwater, and cream on top with a green hood like a
copper roof.

16 Sept. 2004 Copper Cream tops 9.5 knots in the tide stream past Hurst castle. Kitty nearly cries taking the sails in for the
last time off Lymington . It’s our last “gourmet” meal on Copper Cream. We raise our glasses in a toast to Copper Cream
and to her yet unknown future owners. She has looked after us well over our 16 years together.

20 Sept. 2004 Copper Cream, stripped of all our belongings, is craned out of the water and pressure-hosed by the marina
staff. She looks as beautiful as ever, our ultimate dream yacht..

Kitty and Ted Moss

Post Script. Copper Cream found new owners quickly. They keep her at Lymington. We left literature about the VSA on
board so hope they will join. We note that former owners of Victorias or Shadows are eligible for membership so look for-
ward to keeping up with the friends we have made through the Association. Would a Nimbus motor boat on a VSA rally be
an awful intrusion?
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2004 was an excellent one for our major events. The first rally was on May 22nd. At Gins Farm -
the RSYC Club on the Beaulieu River. 11 boats resulted in a very convivial dinner for 29

/. e =

Moonfleet arrives Amourette’s crew

The East Coast Rally
Anne Grubb, our Regional Organiser, sailed alone in
her Frances ‘Louise’ to Titchmarsh. Special mention
must be made of ‘Boreas’ sailed by her Dutch crew
from Haarlem.

The tidal conditions make this venue difficult for boats
coming from the Thames and Medway, but Peter in
‘Volante’ and Ben and Kate in ‘Charlotte Quinian’ ar-
rived plus Brian, Dawn and Olive by road.

And to Scotland
An exclusive Rally, where Lesley and Paul on
EverGreen were joined by Peter Cosker, from
Ardrossan to Loch Tarbert, where Freya and
her crew had arrived from Largs. Dinner at the
Victoria Inn and music on board from Sophie
followed. At right, Sophie, Emily and Theresa.
Far right— Lesley and Paul

h| Thames Rally Real progress here - 3 Shadows—
including Jolly Olly and Jet Lag - Congratulations to David
on White Rose of York for organising it all
At left -Ted and Kitty thinking about no ropes to pull.

Yarmouth loW
Roy had to re-locate
this at short notice
' when Bembridge over-
I'| booked their harbour.
" ‘ Then the weather
' looked bad-however
seven boats arrived at
Yarmouth - !
Roy made itlate when | 4,0 AGM - Tim Gearing
the weather had really Presents the Cup for the best

turned. More armved by | - ¢iing 1og to the Bennetts
ferry—but several were __ — —

stormbound for 2 days
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