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Foreword and Cont

Chairman’s Foreword

At the AGM in London, Joint Chairman
Brian Smith reminded us how much
the Association’s future will depend on
new committee members

Vibrant Association heading for decline

It has been another very active year for the association
with rallies, disrupted a little by the appalling weather,
socials and the London Boat Show dinner. The details
of these and many other events including logs of mem-
bers’ cruises can be seen on our website.

| would like to pay tribute to two officers who have
just retired at the AGM in November. Peter
Cosker has retired from his position as Secretary,
one of the two major roles that he has performed
over the last 4 years. | am very pleased to say
however that he will be continuing in the post of
Website Editor. Each of these positions is a job in
its own right, and both of them Peter has per-
formed to perfection. | wish to thank Peter very
much for all his hard work. Roy Dawkins was the
Assaociations first Regional Organiser South
Coast, and | wish to thank him for all his work
over the last 4 years in organising all the rallies
and socials.

Unfortunately we had no nominations for these
posts so they remain vacant. It is a disaster for
the Association that nobody is willing to come
forward to fill these vacancies. The Association
cannot continue to function as it has been without
these officers. It is vitally important that the post
of secretary is filled quickly, without one the As-
sociation will at best, descend into a dormant
state or at worst may even have to be wound up.

We have an association to be proud of, with
rallies and socials held on both the south and
east coasts, Waterlines, the Newsletters, and
a spectacular website. It would be a disaster to
loose all this. It is a sign of a healthy organisation
that members with new ideas are keen to come
forward to fill vacancies. | am not exaggerating
when | talk of the Association heading for extinc-
tion; vacancies must be filled as they occur, es-
pecially ones like the Secretary. If members
want the Association to continue they have
to be prepared to come forward to serve as
officers. Members should contact me or any of
the committee for information on the duties of the
two roles. It can be interesting and enjoyable to
be actively involved in the Association.
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Association News

During the AGM, our Hon. Secretary Peter
Cosker gave us news of a record member-
ship, with no less than 120 members as at
October 2007. For the first time, a majority of
new members have been overseas—the latest
to join being Wilhelm Steitz, whose Frances
Josephine (registered in Dortmund) is the first
member to fly the German flag. Perhaps
Mowbray’s voyage in U.S. waters will spread
the word there (see his prizewinning log start-
ing on page 6)

Congratulations for recruitment go to David
Probert, who has secured a twofold increase
in Shadow motor cruiser members in the last
three years— they represented nearly half the
attendance at the AGM!

But the news of most concern is the actual or
impending retirement of the Association’s
Secretary and other Committee Members. A
lot of help is available to anyone who feels
able to take over one of these posts— so
please respond to Brian’s appeal and help to
keep your Association in being.

Sam and Sybil Weller retire

Sam was one of the few select members who had
been a professional seaman: he did his National
Service in the Royal Navy. He took the opportunity to
study meteorology and you may remember that he
gave a talk on the subject at a Sarisbury social.

He was also envied by the rest of us in the early 80’s-
because he was able to use a sextant and sight
reduction table to get an accurate position.

Sam and Sybil attended most rallies and events,
either in their Victoria 34 Tigger, or later on by road
Sam audited the Association’s accounts from 1989 to
2003, when he had a stroke, and subsequently sold
their boat. We all wish them both a long and relaxing
retirement ashore

VSA website - www.victoriashadow.co.uk
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The 2007 AGM

This was held as usual at the London Corinthian
Sailing Club in Hammersmith, on November 18th.
with 27 members present.

After an excellent meal, we assembled
downstairs room for the AGM

The formal business started with a report by the
Chairman and an wurgent plea for new officers,
particularly a new secretary, to come forward.

The Treasurer’s report showed the financial accounts
remained healthy, again near to breakeven, with
sufficient reserves to avoid an increase in subscription
for the next year or two

The almost 20-year old Constitution, revised by the
Committee over the past year, was re-presented in its
new form to the meeting as an extraordinary
resolution, and passed by the required 75% majority
There were no new nominations for the committee,
and so the current members with the exception of the
Secretary and South Coast Regional Organiser, were
re-elected en bloc.

The Victoria II cup for the best cruising log was due
to be presented by Tim Gearing to Mowbray Whiffin
Jfor his log covering a voyage of 1200 miles from
Virginia to Maine, and was accepted by Dawn Smith
on his behalf. (A shortened version of the log is given
in pages 6 onwards of this issue)

in the

Following the AGM itself, Simon Fraser gave us a
very entertaining and well-illustrated talk on his
extensive voyage from Falmouth to Gran Canaria in
Simoon I, with over 30 stops in interesting locations
in Spain and Portugal.  Simon had previously
circumnavigated the UK (taking 8 years he said!), and
we all thought he deserved the tranquil crossing of the
Bay of Biscay shown in his slides. On December
[3th., Simon and Janet plan to set off to cross the
Atlantic! They certainly awakened a glimmer of
ambition in all of us!

The Victoria Cups

The Victoria Il (Best Log) Cup given to the Asso-
ciation by Tim Gearing of Victoria Yachts Limited,
was won by Mowbray Whiffin for his account of
his voyage in Victoria 34 Samphire up the East-
ern Seaboard of the USA from Virginia to Maine.
The log appears on pages 6 to 9 of this issue,
and both we and Mowbray are very grateful to
Peter Cosker for assembling the text and pictures
sent by Mowbray from the USA for publication
here and on the website.

Several mem-

bers at the AGM
asked about the
Victoria | Cup -
for the winner of
the Round the

3 Island Race. In
fact there have
been no entrants
for this in the last

- two years and

Tim Gearing presents the Victoria the

Il Cup to Dawn Smith on Mow- last winner
bray’s behalf at the AGM was  Mowbray

Whiffin. The Cup
itself is kept at The Island Sailing Club in Cowes
While talking of Cowes, although Roy Dawkins
has retired as South Coast Regional Organiser,
Jerry Bottrill has offered to organise the South
Coast Rally to be held at Cowes in May 2008,
with a meal at the Island Sailing Club. Details will
be sent out by email nearer the time

The Committee

Chairman (Yachts) Brian Smith
Brian-Dawn@downswin.freeserve.co.uk

Chairman (Cruisers) David Probert
edprobert@pangbourne-on-thames.com

Vice Chmn/Waterlines Ed. Barrie Marson
bmarson@waitrose.com

Secretary Vacancy!

Website Editor Peter Cosker

peter.cosker@rya-online.net

Treasurer John Cade
ahoy@cadeho.eclipse.co.uk

E. Coast Region Organiser Anne Grubb
anne.grubb1@ntiworld.com

S. Coast Region Organiser Vacancy

Press release issued in August 2007
Victoria Yachts Ltd takes over
Harbour Marine Brokerage

Victoria Yachts Ltd., builders of the world re-
nowned range of Victoria and Frances Yachts has
taken over Harbour Marine Brokerage (Hamble
Yacht Brokers). Harbour Marine has had 30 years
of experience selling Victoria and Frances Yachts
and considers it is better placed within the new
company. Whilst it has a reputation for Victoria
and Frances Yachts it has also sold all types of ves-
sels including Dutch Barges etc.. They will be offer-
ing special terms for members of the Victoria
Shadow Association.

Please contact them via:-
www.victoriayachts.co.uk
www.harbourmarine.co.uk

Mob: 07968 118774 Tel: 01962 777047
Fax: 01483 892990
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Colin Jarman of Sailing Today has always been interested in the history of our Asso-
ciation’s boats, and has been talking to people involved in their early design and
promotion. We are privileged to have sight of the text of an article Colin has written
after his recent researches, prior to its publication nationally

FRANCES AND VICTORIA
Beautiful names for beautiful yachts, but

what is their history?

© Colin Jarman

The parallel ranges of Chuck Paine designed,
solid and serious cruising yachts began as a 26ft
double ender that Chuck designed for himself.
She had a long keel and virtually flush deck, pro-
viding the barest sitting headroom below. She was
a really pretty, completely sound sea boat and
deepwater cruiser.

Among others whose knowledgeable eye
was caught by the pretty lines.of the Frances was
Bernard Hayman, the editor of ‘Yachting World’.
In the summer of 1980 he published a short piece
in YW about Chuck’s design, commenting that
she was just the type of long keeled cruiser that
had gone missing from the European market. His
words and the lines published appealed to a num-
ber of the magazine’s readers and Chuck began to
receive enquiries from several of them in Britain.
Many even visited Chuck in America and bought
boats from Tom Morris who was building them in
Southwest Harbor, Maine.

Bernard was so taken by the design that he
later had one built for himself with a unique inte-
rior layout to his own design. He was a big man,
well over 6ft tall, and welcomed the increase in
cabin height that had been made by the time his
boat was built. The consequent headroom below
decks enabled him to sit comfortably upright.

In 1981 Chuck made an agreement with Pe-
ter Gregory to build the Frances 26 in the UK and
gave Peter first option on all his other designs,
both current and future. Peter bought a set of
mouldings from Tom Morris and set up in busi-
ness as Victoria Marine, named after his daughter.

From the start there were several variations
on offer for the Frances 26, both above and below
decks. These juggled berths with galley, heads
and chart table or changed between cutter and
sloop rig, but interestingly, only two of the 26s
were ever built as gaff cutters, although the rig
suited them very well.

The Frances quickly gained a serious fol-
lowing and proved her seaworthiness on several

Atlantic passages and other long voyages, such as
to the Med and back. However, as is the way with
things, there were enough people who liked the
hull, but not the accommodation, for the Victoria
26 to come into being in 1985 with an identical
hull, but an extended trunk cabin to give standing
headroom throughout. She was again well re-
ceived and was further refined at the beginning of
the 1990s and renamed the Victoria 800 when the
company went through a management change and
became Victoria Yachts.

With the success of the Frances 26, it was
natural to look at a larger version and Chuck pro-
duced drawings for the Victoria 30, known as the
Morris Leigh 30 in America. Like her smaller sis-
ter she had a full keel, but was given a canoe
stern. Below decks she had a simple layout with
V-berths in the forecabin, a full width heads com-
partment, settee saloon berths, a galley to port aft

¥
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Assembly shed at Stone Pier Yard in late 1980’s

and a quarter berth/chart table to starboard. Most
Victoria 30s were masthead sloops, but a few
were built as cutters.

In 1986 Chuck Paine designed the Victoria
34 exclusively for Victoria Marine. Looking very
similar to his equally seaworthy Bowman 40, she
had a fin and skeg underwater profile, rather than
the full keel of her predecessors. She could be
rigged as either a masthead sloop or a cutter with
a short bowsprit and had berths below for five or
six. There was a V-berth forecabin, forward
heads, convertible U-shaped dinette, a quarter
berth/chart table to starboard and a good-sized
galley to port.
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The Ministry of Defence was so taken by the Victoria
34 that they eventually put 15 of them into their sail
training fleet (the Joint Services Adventurous Sail
Training Association) and a further six were built for
individual regiments (at the Kiel Yacht Club ) and sail
training organisations. In these hands they were truly
tested and came through with flying colours. They
have calculated that these boats have survived 10
times more wear and tear than the average privately
owned boat.

The last appearance at the
Southampton Boat Show in 1996

One owner of a Victoria 34 proposed the idea of hav-
ing an inside steering position and commissioned Vic-
toria Yachts to build him a one-off. The pilothouse
Victoria was born and named the Frances 34. During
her development, the extra weight of the pilothouse
forced a redesign of the keel, which resulted in a move
from the use of encapsulated lead ballast to an exter-
nal, bulbed keel. This reduced the boat’s draught by
7in and increased her stability by 25 per cent. So
pleased was Victoria Yachts” Technical Director, Bob
Hathaway, with the new design that he built the sec-
ond Frances 34 for himself (to replace the 26 he had
been cruising for nine years, including a trip to the

Technical Tips Needed

One of the Objectives of Waterlines, and of the
Association as a whole, was to promote an exchange
of technical information between members. We
rarely receive technical information nowadays, ei-
ther for the Magazine or for the Website. Some-
times an improvement made, or problem solved, can
be of great help to other owners—so please send in
anything you've discovered!

Med and back) and incorporated further improvements
to the keel, rig and engine, which then became the
standard for future boats. They were generally built as
inboard cutters with self-tacking staysails, while below
decks they changed to a linear galley in place of the
starboard saloon berth and the pilothouse with settee
berth, quarter berth, internal steering position and
chart table where the galley and quarter berth had pre-
viously been.

The last design to be produced was the Victoria
38, developed from the Morris 36/38. The first boat
was sold from plans after the London Boat Show in
1996, but she did not actually go into production until
1997 when three orders had been confirmed. The Vic-
toria 38 was a significant development of the Morris
boat with considerable modifications made to the hull
shape, a new keel, rudder and deck moulding. She was
a more performance orientated design than her prede-
cessors with a deep, bulbed keel and a powerful mast-
head sloop or cutter rig. Her extra length made a lar-
ger forecabin possible, together with separate aft cabin
and aft heads compartment.

Sadly, in 1999, with a brand new Chuck Paine
design in development — the Victoria 31 intended to
replace the Victoria 30 — the builders succumbed to
the pressures of trying to compete with mass produc-
tion by European yards and closed, ending production
of some of the finest cruising yachts of the last 20 or
more years.

The story does not end there; it would be much
too sad if it did. The tragedy is that the moulds for the
Frances/Victoria 26/800 and the Victoria 30 have been
destroyed, but the bright light of hope is that Tim
Gearing, Managing Director of the new Victoria and
Frances Yachts Ltd now owns the moulds for the
Victoria 34 and 38 plus the Frances 34 and 38. He has
also taken over Harbour Marine Brokerage
(established in 1975 by Steve Constable), which spe-
cialises in the full Frances and Victoria ranges, so the
legend lives on for anyone wanting one of these ex-
ceptional cruisers either new or used.

There seem to be many strands to the Victoria story!
in the Waterlines 2004/5 issue, Peter Gregory, who
set up the original Company in 1981, told us how the
collaboration with Chuck Paine and the Frances 26
production started-and why ‘Victoria’ became the
Company name.

In an issue of Classic Boat a few years ago we read
the history of the Desty family, famous boatbuilders on
the Hamble, who ran the Rampart Company for 40
years, eventually helping to build Victorias, and
merged with Victoria Marine in 1990.
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Samphire joins the New Englanders

Following Mowbray Whiffin’s account of his

trip up the Intra Coastal Waterway in 2006, he
was ready to set off northwards, re-equipped and
re-crewed. Will it be Canada in 2008 ?

When I set off from the Solent, in August 2005 to-
wards Las Palmas, for the start, at the end of Novem-
ber, of the 2005 ARC, I hoped that all would go well
enough for me to end up in Maine, after the Caribbean
and the East Coast of the U.S. during 2005/06.

The programme slipped one year, technical and crew
problems, but all was in place for a restart in early
June last for the 1200 mile coastal hop northwards.
The idea was to see as much as possible of a varied
coastline which included Boston and New York, so
different from the sea rather than as a land based tour-
ist with the icing on the cake of the Maine coastline.
Samphire had suffered from the Caribbean and the
East Coast and The Atlantic Boatyard in Chesapeake
was still having problems with the navigation equip-
ment, together with steering and rigging niggles, not
all settled but better than on my arrival.

I think the North Sails representative got it right when
he refused to give me back my old blocks as they were
too dangerous! I now have a new set of smart Harken
blocks and new running rigging. The cheap US$ and
sales tax of 6% helps a lot!

Also a new storm jib, a yankee and a 120% genoa.

The long running saga of a dodgy Raymarine C80
chartplotter was sourced to a failing GPS300 now re-
placed by a Raystar 125, all under guarantee thank-
fully. 1 had been chasing their agents, all over, ever
since [ arrived in St. Lucia.

The radar is better, but not perfect, and this was traced
to a badly installed lead from the mast head scanner.
The wire lead is now its original length and the local
agents, with whom I had several sharp words, said it
was best to coil the factory length rather than cutting
off the excess.

Last but not least I have a dual propane/butane Force
10 cooker with all the bells and whistles. The gas cyl-
inders are mounted flat and are each three times the
capacity of the old blue, propane, cylinders which are
not recognised here in the U.S. T love using the
cooker, even for boiling water for a cuppa! The
cooker should work back in the UK with minimum
modification. We shall see!

e L S —— 2 L=

Final touches in Virginia

So I set off, under Great Bridge, which I had seen so
many times from the south, towards Norfolk.

Immediately the engine stopped, thankfully right at the
fuel dock, a simple matter of no fuel but the reason
was not realised at the time.

The gauge read full all the time, after the old diesel
had been pumped out but the tank had not then re-
filled.

This was to have serious consequences later, even
though I always carry 5x25 litre cans of spare fuel.
Norfolk is the home of the US fleet and row after row
of aircraft carriers was an awe inspiring sight, but my
crew, Mark Banus, who used to fly jets off the Nimitz
did agree that warfare at the moment needed a differ-
ent strategy!

Our first obstacle was the Delaware River, nearly 30
miles wide and crossing in a force 7/8, was fraught so
we took shelter, opposite the Cape Cod canal for two
days. A chance to use the cooker as the wind howled
overhead.
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Thud thud— powerboat rack in New York

The next day our peace was shattered by a powerboat
rally, twin V8's were thick on the ground! Enough
said except that I filled up the cans but as | had tipped
in a can approaching New York I did not fill the tank,
the gauge still showing full. Wrong!

Less than two hours later the engine stopped and we
quickly realised that fuel was the problem. Birds and
roosts come to mind!

A call to US Tow was answered immediately from
their depot in Oyster Bay, in Long Island Sound, a tow
was agreed.

. / = A e ‘% W = -
Oh dear! faulty fuel gauge had let us run out of
diesel off Oyster Bay, Long Island Sound

Naturally I had to join and next day the early call to
bring us in for a mechanic to confirm what I should
have realised since leaving Norfolk cost me about
£600 in total.

If we had run out in Hells Gate the loss of the boat
would have been inevitable. Iasked if a sight glass
could be fitted but I was surprised to be told that US
regulations do not allow any side openings in fuel
tanks.

The next tidal gate is at the east end of the Sound, at

Montaux, not so terrifying but still capable of 8 knots
at Springs. We rushed through just in time.

Next stop, over night was the Cape Cod Canal. ]
would have liked to have stopped at Nantucket but this
will have to wait as my crew was only with me until
Boston, in two days time, and yet another front was
forecast.

We pressed on and | was disturbed to hear another
ship astern of us call the Canal pilots, and a huge
tanker eventually overtook us. He had been very close
all night but did not call us up nor issue any sound
signals. The watch keeper admitted to me that he had
us on the radar! He did not appear on our screen so
back to the geeks at Raymarine, yet again.

Boston is a lovely City, although the channels into the
City centre are a bit of a challenge. Thankfully it was
a fine afternoon and our chartplotter and the big folio
size charts guided us down the main channel from the
south. My heart stopped when a harbour ferry zoomed
by, just a boat lengths away. 1 think I was on the
wrong side of the channel! It was dark when we
found our marina in the City, with the weather starting
to close in, for a tremendous thunderstorm later that
night, with lots of lightning.

Mark, my crew, left the next day, and I enjoyed a walk
round the City, such a pleasure now that most of the
roads are underground. The Big Dig must be worth
every penny although it went way over budget.

Next day was to be on my own and the first stop was
the fuel dock!

I then enjoyed a super beam reach in 25 knots up to
Gloucester, the scene of The Perfect Storm and a port
with a tremendous history of fishing on The Grand
Banks, with all the losses of fishermen. The town has
a stirring monument to the 3000 men who have lost
their lives at sea.

I moored at a wharf, virtually no marinas in this work-
ing port, and was warmly greeted by a fisherman, of-
fering a large cod! [ thanked him but said 1 had no
fridge, but a smaller one would be nice, he returned
with a small halibut which took me 3 days to eat! He
also had a tame, one legged, seagull which he took
home with him in a box. Every day this bird would sit
on the stem being dive bombed by the other birds, on
the way out fishing.

1 was very sorry to leave this kindly Town which had
made me so welcome, including the offer of cars to
use for shopping and sightseeing.

Then on, via Portsmouth, to Kennebunkport where a
family friend had organised my arrival to be
greeted by the local TV and newspapers.
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Approaching Hell's Gate. SOG later touched 10kts.

This coincided with the arrival of President Putin,
staying the weekend, to go fishing with the Bush fam-
ily. As I was approaching the Port the VHF squawked
into life, the Secret Service were shutting the Port as
the President was bringing his guest to the family
home by sea, to avoid the anti war demonstrators who
were waiting outside the town. I elected to keep going
and it was strange to be buzzed by the secret Police
who merely gave me a wave as the President went by.
[ noticed that the crew of the Coastguard cutter were
busy fishing from the side facing away from the shore!
They took no notice of me, obviously a lone British
yachtsman was not judged a security threat.
Thankfully the full reception committee did not appear
when I moored at the Yacht Club.

B e NN

Moored in fishing dock, Gloucester

After three days it was time to continue the trip but the
weather had other ideas with fog forecast for the next
week, in advance of yet another front. This had me
holed up in Port Clyde for 4 days, and in 30 knots of
wind. Boats would leave but an hour later return with
tales of thick fog at sea. The last days before my flight
back home were spent on most afternoons reaching
across the Bay, with nearly 20 miles in three hours
quite normal, in the protected waters in fantastic scen-
ery. | can't wait for the family cruise next year. | have
to face another yard bill first though!

Journey's.End - Bass Harbor, Maine
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Que Sera - Summer 2007
by Sue Doyle

I hadn't intended to write up my summer cruise this year.
T was so disappointed that the awful weather meant that
I didn't make my objective of La Rochelle. However I
enjoy reading of other people's trips so I thought I'd
better have a go at producing something!

I Brixham Trawler in Weymouth l

On Thursday 24™ May we set off into a lovely evening,
slowly beating down the West Solent to a moon and star-
light anchorage at Newtown Creek. We were- me, the
boat and my first week's crew, Mike.

Friday afternoon we anchored in Studland Bay but by
22.00 the wind had picked up so much that a quiet night's
sleep seemed unlikely. So I up-anchored and I headed
into Poole Harbour on the ebbing tide. Creeping down a
steadily shallowing South Deep with Mike holding the
torch, I peered at the chart for the light characteristics
of each beacon and wondered if I was wise but soon we
were anchored of f Goater Point and slept beautifully.

Up at six the next day, we set of f with one reef in and
hammered around the inshore passage to Weymouth. The
sun shone, the sea was flat and a ground speed of 9.8kts
was amazing as we rounded the headlands. We had three
hours where we averaged seven knots, wow, never done
that before!

We saw a Frances 26 "Alouette” sailing in the bay and
thought good, there are probably a lot of boats in Wey-
mouth at the Victoria Association rally. Sadly when we
rafted alongside “Jenter" we learned that there were
Just the two of us! Alouette had been heading away. A
two day gale was a taste of things to come! The manic
goings on of the Weymouth Trawler race and Birdman
displays were a bit of a consolation though.

My crew left after the crossing of Lyme Bay and T went
on single handed to Salcombe. I anchored in my usual
place up at Frogmore Creek and a couple of days later T
set off to explore some of the footpaths along its
shores. Along the foreshore near the start of the path I
slipped on the seaweed and wrenched my ankle badly.
After half an hour recovering, I crawled back to my din-
ghy, clambered aboard Que Sera somehow and collapsed
in the cockpit. During the night my foot burned like fire
and I expected to have to ask the harbour master to get
me to a hospital, secure the boat and junk my trip.
However in the morning the pain had eased a little. (It
still hurts now in November!) There was no wind so I
thought T could probably motor to Plymouth where my
family could help me. Once there I anchored in Barn Pool
overnight then in the morning crossed to Mayflower Ma-
rina to book work on my autohelm socket.

T wandered up and down the Tamar for a few days then
on June 18™ Chris, my new crew, arrived. Gales were still
preventing a cross channel trip so we went up to the
Dandy Hole, a normally peaceful anchorage. However we
had two waves of 30 black- clad, machine gun totting ma-
rines arrive in RIBS and disappear into the trees. Two

Lighthouses in Raz de Sein

larger military craft came in and anchored nearby. In the
morning a helicopter made at least eight low passes
starting at 6am! That and a dinghy rescue for a
neighbouring boat made it an exciting stay.

Mooring Buoy in Port Trudy
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Cruising logs -

On Saturday 23™ June we set of f to cross channel. How-
ever the wind was not as forecast and it looked like a
beat to France. This was not what I wanted. By the time
a second reef was called for I was sick and decided to
abort and head for Fowey instead. I recovered, and a
drink or three at the yacht club ensured a sound nights
sleep. More gales, days of boat visiting, cream teas,
strolls to Menabilly and various churches followed.

Then came a break in the weather so we made a quick
F5/6 trip to Falmouth. There followed twelve days wait-
ing for a forecast good enough to cross channel. At least

from here it was only 97 miles now to L'Aberwrac’h .
More gales, museum visits, bus trips and boat visiting to

others waiting variously for France or the Scillies. T went
to the hospital to have my foot checked out (an avulsion
fracture - treat like a sprain). We dried the boat out on

an old quay up Lamouth Creek and gave her a scrub and

generally tried to keep ourselves amused. Interestingly

the best moules of the whole trip were from Truro mu-
seum - moules with coriander sauce - delicious. Saturday
7™ July was nicel We were going to try the Helford but

went to France instead! At last! We sailed and motored

from 1lam through to about 8am the next morning.

We had a few moments of confusion at our dawn landfall
when we were looking hard for the Libenter cardinal buoy
but saw several white flashing lights which were not on
the chart. These eventually turned out to be big wind
generators on a hill whose turning blades were catching
the rising sun!

The L'Aberwrac’h estuary was beautiful, full of small
sand fringed islands and islets rather reminiscent of the
Scillies, a wonderful place to explore in a sailing dinghy.

More poor weather meant a two day wait until we could
tackle the Chanel du Four. The various forecasts con-
flicted so we picked the best one and got a westerly F2
down past the interesting lighthouses, marks and a rug-
ged coast and into the huge Brest marina. On the way out
of L'Aberwrac'h it was really exciting to see Tui coming
inl (Another Victoria 30 and a club member) What a
shame we couldn't stop and meet up.

From Cameret it was of f down the Raz de Sein. We tried
flying the cruising chute as we left port but there was
not enough wind to keep it up. So we motored past the
succession of ragged islands across the Baie du Douarne-
nez, down past the Raz's jagged rocks into the port of St
Evetfte until the tide gave us access to Audierne. The
harbour master whistled to get our attention then sang
the song "Que Sera" as we came in and he pointed out our
berth. We spent three days here visiting the beach, the
markets, riding bikes into the countryside, and taking the
dinghy up the river to Port Croix. We went to a fesftival
where there was singing, cider, crepes, frites and grilled
sardines. A Breton piper played down the pontoon in the
evening.

We had a horrible trip to Loctudy, motoring into a head-
wind round a lumpy Pointe de Penmarch. I couldn't even
get very excited about a huge sunfish off the point until

it was all over. Tt was a relief as we slowly came of f the
wind and could use the staysail and made Skts with it
alone. Getting in at 9pm we could only find space on the
outside of the wavebreak and spent an

uncomfortable night. The next day the Biscay forecast
was F8/9 so we stayed put!

The local fish market gave a display of fish preparation
which took our interest despite the language difficulty.
and at the end we were each handed a tray of langous-
tines, yum! We availed ourselves of the free bikes from
the Capitanarie and cycled to the supermarket, wobbling
back loaded down with fresh veg and a bottle or two of
cider.

The fish were very noisy during the night, bumping and
chewing against the hull.

We set off info a grey day for our trip to the Ile de
6roix. It's always so much easier finding your way out of
a place than the slightly anxious fime coming in, so we
had leisure to admire the black and white chequered
lighthouse called Les Perdrix, at the entrance to Loch-
tudy. The Brittany coast is peppered with unique light-
houses.

It got pretty windy once out of the shelter of the bay
and we had two reefs and the staysail for the five hours
to the little island’s Port Tudy averaging six knots. We
saw nothing of our surroundings in the grey mist, none of
the nearby islands but happily the harbour walls appeared
where they were supposed to and a girl in a dory met us.
She told us we would have to stay in the outer harbour as
the marina and inner harbour were full. She helped us tie
fore and aft to large buoys and as we tidied up we
watched in amazement as more and more yachts arrived
and were packed into the harbour. We had a boat rafted
either side of us, five moored up behind with more on
buoys to the side. Then a large ferry moored to the wall.
No chance of leaving in a hurry then!

Next day another fast reach in gloom took us to Belle Ile
and its port Le Palais. Tucking in under the looming walls
of another Vauban fort we kept our eyes peeled for the
large ferries which have priority as they manoeuvre in
the tight confines of the harbour. We went through to
the inner harbour, a sort of canalised area packed with
boats and rafted fourth boat out.

On exploring the fort in the morning T was impressed by
the wonderful view from the top out to the Quiberon Bay
and the islands of Houat and Hoedic which we didn't see
on the way in as it was so misty, by the gardens which
took the starkness out of the 40" stone walls, and the
maze of dungeons, holes and cellars.

After a lovely sunny sail into a bay full of yachts we ne-
gotiated our way into La Trinite sur Mer. We enjoyed
another festival that evening. We were getting the hang
of this and went straight to the ticket queue then off to
get our plates of moules and frites. Yet another male
voice choir singing incomprehensible chansons was a bit
tedious though.

Continued on page I8 ................
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This year's rallies were all successful in spite of the weather giving us a generally
miserable summer period- apart from Pangbourne we slotted in between the drops/
Photographs by Peter Cosker, Anne Grubb and David Macgregor

The year's first social- at Walton -on-
the-Naze, organised by Anne Grubb
provided an excellent lunch at the
Walton and Frinton YC and a visit to the
| Thames Coastguard operations room.
A rare chance to see the Coastguard at
work, although on a quiet day, and see
their very impressive modern equip-
ment.

A contrast was the South Coast social
at Sarisbury, where after a buffet lunch
provided by members, we were treated
to a fascinating talk by Cdr. Bruce
Nicolls on the history of the Solent and
A\ Cherbourg forts.

The first rally of the year, at Weymouth, had bad weather forecast, and attracted only Jenter and Que
Sera (Victoria 30). Her owner, Sue, is enjoying her glass of wine in a protected cockpit. We hope that
this isn’t our last view of the traditional Weymouth waterfront, before the Olympic Games take effect.
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Jolly Olly, Linvic and White Rose of York
braved the rain on the Thames Rally to Pang-
bourne in May—they were joined by 4 retired
sailors and enjoyed a meal (above) at the Pe- % =
king Garden Restaurant. o
On the right, a more eventful rally to Cook- f
ham, Olive does all the work while Brian and
Barrie await a refill on the foredeck; Cascade
[l arrives in fine style; while David recovers
from an impromptu swim to recover a fender

The East Coast Rally to Shotley spread
over several days, with Loiuise, Tryptich,
Redwing, Maria Frances, Victoria Rose
and Barbican Ill arriving from all direc-
™ | tions— Redwing made it in under 5 hours
-~ from Burnham. At left— Jonathan aboard
Louise - and the boats moored up before
the rain arrived

last rally was at Northney, in
Chichester Harbour - Albertine, Cadenza,
Felicity, Josephine, Moonfleet and Tessera
were spread among the pontoons but all
met for a marquee barbecue in the evening.
This was Roy’s last event as S.C. Regional
Organiser- his Felicity, and John Cade’s
Cadenza are shown below— after Dawn
steered Moonfleet from Beaulieu River
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OVER WINTER AND THE RETURN

When we left Albertine on the Vilaine River in the
Summer of 2006 we had little idea of how the next
few months and the Winter would pan out. Would we
sort out our domestic problems at home and be able to
return to our original plans and reach the Mediterra-
nean, or would we need to re-consider our whole ap-
proach? Over the coming months we were to test
most of the transport methods and routes between the
Vilaine and Hamble rivers with varying degrees of
success.

Having initially managed to return home at very short
notice from Redon, by train and ferry, our trip back to
France was by plane from Southamp-

in the early morning only ran on Mondays, and it was
Tuesday! However, we managed to arrange for a taxi
to take us the 20 miles to Redon and arrived in time,
only to find that the train timetable had changed to the
Winter service the day before. It was a little like being
on a demanding passage; we were soaked to the skin
and things were not going quite right. Instant deci-
sions were required and within ten minutes we
boarded a train for Le Mans with the prospect of a
change of train there, before heading for Caen. At
least we had a change of clothes with us so made our-
selves comfortable before testing the efficiency of
Brittany Ferries with our changed plans; they were
needless to say completely supportive and at no extra
cost. We eventually arrived home in Sarisbury Green
about an hour ahead of our original schedule.

ton to Rennes, where friends collected
us in their car and transported us the
50 odd miles back to Redon, where we
collected Albertine and returned to La
Roche Bernard. Our first requirement
was to find a Winter berth for Alber-
tine where she would be safe and se- |
cure. The Harbourmaster’s team were
excellent and we were soon allocated a &
river mooring at the very reasonable |-
price of 500 Euros for seven months. [

Our earlier short notice trip home was
the result of crisis management, but |
after a week of pre-winter mainte
nance we were ready to again return

home in a slightly more orderly fash- [ La Roche Bernard Marina

ion. We had proved the route, the
ferry was booked from Cherbourg and we only had to
catch the early morning bus from La Roche Bernard to
Redon, to meet up with the train. At the start we were
nearly left stranded in the driving rain because the bus
that we had planned to catch from La Roche Bernard

ENGLAND

14

Life at home without Albertine was frustrating and it
was not long before all the jobs in the apartment were
completed, and so back to work; to face some fresh
challenges, fill the day, and of course carn some
pocket money and add to the pension pot. We were
however determined to return to the Vilaine without
too much of a break and made our plans for trips over
Christmas, Easter and the following early Summer.

In September we had not seen many seagulls on boats
but on our return over the Christmas holiday, we
found that Albertine had been a favourite roost for the
local cormorants! They are obviously birds of habit
and must have roosted in the same direction, because
we had large quantities of regurgitated fish on the port
decks and guano to starboard. It took most of our
Christmas break to clean it all it all off, but at least we
had planned to use the comfort of accommodation
ashore.
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By the end of the holiday we had enjoyed some spar-
kling Winter sunshine cruising up the river to give the
engine and propulsion gear a good run, and ensure that
the batteries were fully charged. We waved goodbye
to Albertine, this time festooned in pea netting, and
headed back home in our car via Calais and Dover.
Slightly longer than other routes but with a company
car under our bottoms we potentially saved about £100
on other alternative routes, and the convenience was a
vast improvement on the weekly bus that we had
missed from La Roche Bernard. The money saved
was not wasted but invested in wine!

Spring on the Viltaine

Winter turned to Spring and we were soon back on
Albertine for Easter. The pea netting had success-
fully kept the cormorants, and other large birds at
bay, and with the warmer weather we were keen to
enjoy time on board attending to the usual annual

The winter ‘visitor’

maintenance list, as well as spending a few days on the
river revisiting old haunts from the previous Summer.
We were also able to secure a pontoon berth at La
Roche Bernard until our planned return in late May,
although we had still not decided what the Summer
would bring. We kept our options open, with car and
four passengers booked via Dover and Calais, and a
plan for simple cruising for two or three, with others
moving the car from port to port and returning via Cal-
ais and Dover two weeks later. Where Albertine
would have reached by that time was still undecided.
Friends joined us on what was for them, a short booze
cruise, and for us a delivery trip in a now fully laden
car.

By the time we returned to LLa Roche Bernard in late
May at least we had decided that we would head for
home, by day sailing rather than passage making. It
had taken us five months of bliss to get down there, in
short hops, and we now had ten days for the return
passage, with a less than promising weather forecast.

Masthead
maintenance
before an
approaching gale
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Our departure from the Vilaine just before mid-day
was in crystal sunshine and we made our way out
through the sea lock at Arzal and hoisted all sail, for
the first time in almost nine months. During the after-
noon the wind died and engine assistance was needed
to reach Port Haliguen before the tide changed. The
previous Summer we had seen Pen Duick in the Odet
river at Saint Marine, but now we were treated to see-
ing her under full sail, ghosting her way up to La
Trinite. It was great to be back under sail and after a
short overnight stop we caught the middle of the ebb
out through the Teignouse Passage and the flood
straight up to Benodet and Saint Marine.

We had some difficulty with buoy recognition as we ap-
proached the Odet, but motored in without real incident.
The barometer was dropping and we wondered if our
planned hop, the following day, to St Evette, to position

- —w*_
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ourselves to shoot the Raz de Sein
would still be possible.

The following day the barometer, al-
though low at 1004, had steadied, the
sky looked settled, the early morning
forecast on Radio 4 seemed reasonable
so we headed out for the Pointe de Pen-
march. The tide was still ebbing hard
with the wind steadily increasing
against it. We had reefed the main and
started the engine to punch our way
through the broken water, but when the
bottom fell out of the barometer we
turned and headed back to Saint Marine
where we spent the next couple of days
looking out across the wind swept bay.
Our decision to return had been right, as
during the next day two people lost
their lives off that exposed West coast.
Our passage clock was ticking and we could ill afford time
in port if we were to day sail. However, two days later, at
dawn, we were off, around the Pointe on an easy reach,
caught the flood perfectly on our approach to the Raz de
Seine and were in Camaret for supper with barely a splash
on deck.

The following day was looking uncertain but the in-
creasing wind from the South-West would provide us
with a great reach up through the Chenal du Four, and
we might even make the Morlaix estuary before dark,
provided we could survive the wind over tide situation
in the Rade de Brest early the following morning.

The beat was every bit as demanding as we thought it
would be, but as the flood started we slipped past Les
Vieux Monies and into the Chenal du Four. L'Aber-
wrach was skipped and as we rounded Ile Vierge Light
our speed over ground continued to increase to a
healthy eight knots. Our sights were now set beyond
the Morlaix estuary and in the early dusk were through
the small gap between lle de
Batz and the mainland on a
flood that seemed to have been
running in our favour ever
since we entered the Chenal du
Four. With a fantastic sunset
over our stern the wind
dropped away and we motored
into Trebeurden under the lee
of Ile Milliau and were snug
within the marina for hot
chocolate and a well deserved
sleep.
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The following morning we refuelled, checked the fore-
cast, and sailed off leaving the delights of the pink
granite coast in our wake. Our passage took us to the
North, leaving the Sept Isles well to starboard, and a
planned landfall of St Martins Point on the South East
tip of Guernsey.

We were now becoming accustomed to long sailing
days, but will never really be happy with corkscrewing
over increasing swell on a broad reach, where hand
steering becomes essential as the tiller takes on more
and more weather helm. However, St Peter Port was
reached with nothing more than tired arms and the
outer harbour was as empty as we have ever seen it.
We even arrived so late, and left so early the following
morning, that we were unable to pay our mooring
fees!

At 0600 we set off up the Little Russell pushing the
last of a foul tide shortly after dawn with the expecta-
tion of reaching Cherbourg for lunch. The Alderney
Race poses no challenges for Albertine and we felt
like a slingshot as

rings and were brimming with confidence in the clear
sunshine. Perhaps we might adopt a slightly different
stance within thick fog!

By the time we reached the Needles at 1730 the wind
had increased enough to make progress under sail
again and we slipped in through Hurst Narrows and
down the Western Solent to arrive at Warsash Club
pontoon by 2100 and in time for a drink at the bar.
Albertine and her crew were home within six manage-
able day sails and ready for a Summer on the Solent.

Throughout the remainder of the Summer we joined
rallies with other friends from our Association, with
members of both Warsash Sailing Club, and the Royal
Naval Sailing Association and even managed the odd
week away on the North Brittany coast. Albertine was
pressed into service as a Committee Boat for various
Dinghy Open Race Meetings, and as I pen these last
few lines we have just returned from an afiernoon
basking in bright sunshine and the Autumnal Equinox
is almost upon us.

we popped out of
its Northemn
reaches recording
eleven knots over |
the ground in a
splendid  force g
four on the beam.
A quick flick
through the way-
points and sud- |

denly the Needles
Fairway  Buoy %
seemed  within

easy reach, and
as the forecast
was to deteriorate
the following
day, we decided

Crossing the Channel shipping lane

| At the beginning of
| the Summer we had
no firm plans, but as
events unravelled
Albertine gave us all
the  options  we
needed to enable us
to enjoy ourselves.
| Towards the end of
| Cowes Week, and

| with the Fastnet
Race being post-
poned, we¢ had
slipped away

| through the Channel
—1 Islands to weather
the storm on good

to carry the slingshot effect out into the Channel.

We were well into the East going shipping lanes be-
fore we lost the final effects of the Race and with it the
wind. The engine was pressed into service, and with
the extra electrical power we reminded ourselves of
the capabilities of the radar.

As we reached the West going shipping stream, ves-
sels were massed on the visible and radar horizons and
we timed our opportunity to slip just astern of two
huge ore carriers, under ballast, before being pressed
by smaller and faster ships in their wakes. At one
stage we had eleven vessels within our four-mile radar

foods and good wine,
but that’s all in another log entry for another time.

Jon and Lynda Spencer

Albertine's log, together with the others
in this edition, plus entries from other
members, are on the Website, with all the
photos in colour

www.victoriashadow.co.uk
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...Que Sera -Continued from page 11

After a lovely sunny sail into a bay full of yachts we ne-
gotiated our way into La Trinite sur Mer. We enjoyed
another festival that evening. We were getting the hang
of this and went straight o the ticket queue then off to
get our plates of moules and frites, Yet another male
voice choir singing incomprehensible chansons was a bit
tedious though.

We were here to fulfil Chris's ambition to see the Carnac
alignments. The what??

The petit train took us out into the countryside and along
the three kilometres of standing stones set in about
thirteen rows and
older than Stone-
henge. At various
places there were
other features,
menhirs- larger
stones, dolmens-
burial chambers
and towers. Re-
sponding to a brisk
knock on the coach
roof the next day
I was taken aback
to see to uni-
formed officers,
the Customs were
| paying a visit. Af-
ter a brief flurry
Timber framed house Vannes | of being all fingers

and thumbs I found
what they wanted to see - our passports and the boat's
SSR papers. A little white card he said helpfully as T
fumbled through the wrong folder. When all was well he
proffered a receipt and advised I keep it as it could be
useful next time customs come aboard. Well that was a

first!
Then of f to the challenging entrance to the Golfe du
Morbihan. We whooshed and rolled at speed (9.5kts)
past Port Navalo and the islands of Longue, Gavarinis and
Jument then out into the open area near Ile aux Moines.
We dropped anchor in the bay near another English long
keeler with an anxious lady aboard who told us how
strong and swirly the tides were and watched us surrep-
titiously all day.
Cycling the island roads the next day with many others
tourists, we saw more menhirs, cromlecks and dolmens
and viewed the wealth of small anchorages amongst fur-
ther islands. As the wind was forecast to go northwest
we moved round to the east side of the only other pub-
licly accessible island, the Ile des Artz. The island's
village was old, small and pretty with a bit of character in
its minute gardens inside stone walls - a lot like St Agnes
in the Scillies. T had a walk from coast to coast and out
to the ferry terminal at the north end which was heaving
with people. I walked round the more peaceful coast
path of the eastern shore and enjoyed the sight of five
white ibis flying overhead and I met a young man picking
samphire. This is a small, almost translucent saltmarsh
plant and to prepare it he said he boiled it for ten min-
utes, interesting, I must try it.
When the Ile de Artz anchorage looked like being ex-
posed to an easterly, we headed for the Conleau narrows
in the north east of the inland sea but it was solid with
moorings (and ferries and swimmers!) so squeezing back
out we headed up the canal entrance to nearby Vannes, a
beautiful old town with ancient buildings and lovely floral
displays. Our one and only spell of hot weather began. We
had three days! I even put up a tarpaulin awning to shade
the cockpit.
From our finger berth right in the town I explored the
inevitable market then took the petit train around the
medieval buildings, the old wash houses and shops. The
Halle de Lice held colourful piles

Custom Sail Derigo
UK Masufactune
Repsing , Altenations
24/ Sail Drop Off
Loft On River Hamble

SHORE SAILS
PREMIER MARINA
SWANWICK
SOUTHAMPTON
S031 1ZL

of beautiful fresh fish and shell-
fish of all descriptions, moun-
tains of aubergine, courgettes,
vine tomatoes, curly lettuce and
onions, and the aroma of nectar-
ines, peaches, figs and apples
filled the air. And the multitude
of different cheeses, of sau-
sages, of breads! It was hard
not to over do the victualing
shipl!

But this was o be our furthest
south and on the 6™ August we
began our return journey.

_SAILS _,

Sue Doyle
Contact Ben Green
TEL 01489 589450

Email
Benshoresailsitaol.com

WWW.SHORESAILS.CO.UK
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A letter on a subject which we are all aware of—and could be very serious

PONTON RESERVE , PISSEZ-VOUS EN

Like many retired couples we take our sailing holidays
in France during late May through June/early July to
avoid the summer crowds and marina congestion.

We have become increasingly frustrated on arriving at
one port after another to find almost all empty visitors
berths roped off for major races or rallies. This year
North & West Brittany was particularly bad. The worst
instance was Concarneau where visitors already
moored were ordered to vacate their berths. The
weather was inclement, and it was fortunate they were
able to raft up on the breakwater — uncomfortable but
safe. The marina staff were totally unconcerned.

We suspect reservation notices are often not removed
after the event.

Planning to avoid these events is impossible. If they
are advertised at all, itis only at the port where it is
about to take place, and sometimes at adjacent ports,
only a week or two ahead. According to marina staff,
no overail programme of events exists.

Visiting sailors must bring considerable custom to lo-

cal shops, restaurants, chandlers and sometimes en-
gineers. It can hardly be in their interests for us to be
deterred.

We are writing to the RYA to ask if they can extract a
forthcoming programme from the French clubs/ports
and get it published in leading European sailing maga-
zines, in the March/April editions.

Unless a significant number of people write, nothing
will happen. We and a few fellow sailors decided to
write to our club magazines, requesting anyone who
has felt similarly unwelcome or could support our
case, to write to the RYA also.

Please help before some poor sailors get turned out
in a yachtsman’s gale or worse. It could be you, or one
of your friends.
Yours sincerely,
Kitty & Ted Moss
Nimbus 320 Silver Blaise
Formerly Victoria 34
Copper Cream

And a short note from the Editor
Spy in the Sky?

On the morning of the Rally at Northney, 1 took a technology-aware crew friend from my berth to the fuelling
berth, and then to visit the upper reaches of the harbour. Unknown to me he had a handheld GPS in his pocket,
and an internet connection from his (very small) laptop.

At the end of this short trip he presented me with an aerial view of our track, combined by some cunning soft-

ware.

If the picture was zoomed, Ca-
| denza appeared on D pontoon!

| Another boatowner in our marina
- | recently programmed his laptop
nd autopilot to take him out and
cross the Solent and back without
| manual intervention.

| Perhaps it’s as well that I’m still

| dependent on chart and pencil and
| soon retiring from sailing

Barrie Marson
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Caladh

During the summer we heard of Simon and Jo
Bound's progress through the Raz de Sein and on
to Les Sables d’Olonne. Now they go on south...

o The beginning of
September  was
i marked by warm,
& sunny and settled
S weather that was

Y1to last well into
October, giving us a lovely Indian summer in which to
enjoy our final cruising area for this year, the
Charente-Maritime. We left Les Sables d'OIonne
on 2 September in bright sunshine and sailed gently
south in light winds to our next port of call at Port
Bourgenay, just 8 miles away (yes, it was an epic pas-
sage!) Bourgenay is a purpose built marina complex
with a few bars and shops on the harbour side, a mini
Port Solent but without the M27 thundering by.
It has the slight feel of being in a "toytown™ that
these man-made places tend to have but was sur-
rounded by pleasant coastal and country scenery,
where we enjoyed a couple of days walking before sail-
ing on towards the Ile de Re.

The Ile de Re was one of the high points of our whole
cruise. We had a lively early morning beat to wind-
ward in bright sunshine with a stiff north easterly
force 4-5 breeze blowing to reach St Martin de Re
by early afternoon. St Martin is a beautiful harbour
with a real feel of the Mediterranean about it. The
port sits right in the centre of the small town sur-
rounded by restaurants, bars and shops housed in
attractive whitewashed and red tiled buildings. Its
picturesque qualities make it a magnet for yachts
and tourists alike and the harbour was probably the
busiest  we
had been in
| since leaving

St. Martin -
a nautical
game of
sardines!

It was fun to
be there for a
while but it was
not the most
peaceful of
spots so after
a few days we
sailed a few
miles north to
Ars-en-Re. This
presents an
interesting pilo-
tage challenge
as  Ars-en-Re
sits at the head
of a very large
natural harbour
which dries out
completely at low water and has fo be approached
via 4 miles of winding channel near high tide, carefully
following a series o? transits and leading marks. It

was worth the effort though as it's a lovely quiet old
town with a peaceful marina surrounded by salt
marshes and we enjoyed a delightful few days there,
exploring the northern end of the island by bicycle.

Transporter bridge over the River Charante

Our next port of call was St Denis on the Ile
d'Oleron, a large marina which we felt lacked charac-
ter and atmosphere. I't was also not easy to access
other places on the island from there so after a
couple of nights we decided to move 1o Rochefort.
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Rochefort is south of La Rochelle but well inland
about 12 miles up the River Charente, a wide, fast
flowing river. Yachts must travel up the drying river
in the last couple of hours of the flood to arrive at
the lock gate at high water, as the opening times
are very limited. It is a pleasant frip passing
through farm land and under the Victorian trans-
porter bridge, where passengers are taken across
the river in a large gondola suspended from the
steel structure.

We arrived in Rochefort on a pleasant sunny evening
and were allocated a berth in the first basin which
is surrounded by ancient buildings. Rochefort is a
lovely town with a wealth of history and fine archi-
tecture, having been a major arsenal from the 16™.
century, protecting the French navy from the ma-
rauding English. It was also a cenfre of rope making
and the beautifully restored Corderie Royale also
dates from the 16™. century. We spent a very en-
joyable week exploring the town. Rochefort had also
been recommended fo us by several people as a good
place o leave a boat for the winter, providing good
value, shelfered storage both in and out of the wa-
ter. As we had discovered that our proposed desti-
nation of Royan had no space to accommodate us out
of the water for the winter, we decided we would
leave However, we still had a few weeks of our
cruise left so after a week we departed Rochefort
on a sunny and breezy afternoon. We paid a return

visit to the Ile de Re and visited the tiny Ile
d'Aix, a delightful and peaceful anchorage in fair
weather. We also spent a lovely week at Boyardville
on the Ile d'Oleron from where we were able to ex-
plore the island by bicycle. We also enjoyed a
pleasant week in La Rochelle, another attractive old
city with a wealth of interesting history to explore as
well as plenty of bars, cafes, restaurants and shops
clustered around the old harbour.

However, we were noticing that as October progressed
France was getting sleepier and sleepier with the sum-
mer season long over, so in mid October we reluctantly
returned fo Rochefort and prepared the boat fo be
laid up the boat for the winter. On 20 October she
was lifted by the harbour's very efficient crane and
with great sadness we packed up our possessions and
lef+ a bright and sunny south west France to return to
agrey, dark and wet Hampshire.

We have sailed a total of 1050 nautical miles since
leaving the south coast just under six months ago,
and explored the west coast of France. Our cur-
rent plan is To work through the winter and carry
on further south next year, possibly visiting Spain
and Portugal. One option is a circular cruise from
Rochefort in 2007 and then through the Canal du
Midi in 2008. We are looking forward to the win-
ter reading cruising guides and planning next year
Simon and Jo

Books

If you are interested in the nautical history of
the route taken by Mowbray Whiffin in
Samphire, read  ‘The Six Frigates’ by lan
Tull (Penguin) This immensely readable
book tells how the newly independent USA
around the time of Trafalgar created the be-
ginning of what would become the world’s
biggest navy. The six frigates were built
separately in the ports visited by Samphire,
and managed to defeat our Royal Navy in
several ship-to-ship combats during our war
with the USA in 1812-15. (being built of
pine rather than oak, they were much faster)
Finally HMS Shannon defeated USS Chesa-
peake and bought her back to England where
her timbers were used to build Chesapeake
Mill in our village of Wickham.

For a more intimate story of a British trading
ship in the same period, its crew, its world
voyages and finally its tragic loss in Corn-
wall in 1842, read The Wreck at Sharpnose
ioint by Jeremy Seal (Picador) BM

Victoria and Frances Yachts
“DEFINING THE ART OF CLASSIC SAILING”

Is proud to have presented the
Victoria II Cup for the best 2007 cruising

log
To Mowbray Whiffin

of Victoria 34 Samphire
Victoria and Frances Yachts Ltd
Including Harbour Marine Brokerage

Telephone:- 07968 118774
Fax:- 01483 892990

E-mail: info@victoriavachts.co.uk

www.harbourmarine.co.uk
www.victoriayachts.co.uk
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Ben Green, sailmaker, who has made many sails for VSA boats, gives some useful advice

ON BOARD DIY SAIL REPAIRS

Certain common sail repairs can be undertaken on board with some basic tools and sail materials. This is a get you home or to the
end of the season guide not a replacement for in loft sail repairs, perish the thought!

YOU WILL NEED — a sailmaker’s palm to work the needle through the fabric, some
sailmaker’s needles size 14 to 16 are the most useful, pushpins, an awl or spike tool
with a point diameter about the same as your needle. A sharp pair of scissors.

Your work surface will be a metre square piece of plywood vamished to prevent splinters;
you can use the saloon table but the pushpins will leave an effect not unlike woodworm.
From your sailmaker obtain a short length of T inch webbing, a roll of double sided seaming; tape
and some waxed Dacron hand sewing thread. Ends of rolls are often free !

Chandlers tend to sell nylon whipping twine which is for rope work and is unsuitable for sail
repairs as it does not bed in and cuts the fabric.

Lastly Dacron sticky back insignia fabric, a lighter less sticky version is sold as spinnaker Moody sail repair tools
repair tape in chandlers

In a photo of a sail repair kit from Nelsons time 1805, the spoon contains wax to apply to the thread .modem threads are prewaxed
otherwise not much change The palm in those days was only made in right hand form left handed people had the affliction cured,
: modem palms are left or right handed.

BASIC SPINNAKER TEAR REPAIR

As you see in the photo the ragged damage has to be straitened out and the area to be
repaired pinned flat with the pushpms on to the plywood board. Pin only through seams
to prevent tears, the - : =

seams being tensioned
straight to flatten the
area without creases-
Cut a piece of sticky
back insignia fabric or
repair tape the same
size as the tear plus 1 inch all round the weave direction should
match that of the sail panel. %
The area to be repaired has to be clean and dry; the best way is to |
use alcohol, there is no evidence that 10 year old malt is any bet-
ter than the cheaper brands ,beware the effect of fumes !

When the area is clean and dry, peel off the backing paper and
carefully lay the repair fabric on, then use hand pressure to
smooth any wrinkles out, if you can apply hairdryer heat all the
better as the fabric glue is heat sensitive and a better bond will
occur. For extra strength repeat the operation on the other side.

Typical spinnaker damage

MAINSAIL SLIDE EYELET REPAIR - see photo on next page

This kind of damage is not as bad as it looks, providing the damage is confined to the
areanext to the bolt

rope. For continued use the slide has to be refitted to the sail otherwise the adjacent
slides can fail as they come under increasing load.

Remove the slide shackle and the remains of the eyelet and using a piece of 1 inch web-
bing as shown in the photo: sew with a palm the webbing both sides of the of the bolt-
rope with 2 rows of stitching,

The webbing is cut with scissors then heat sealed with a flame heated knife (galley
stove).

The slide should be positioned the same distance from the bolt rope as the other

slides . ' L P
Use sticky back fabric to cover the old damaged eyelet hole to prevent snagging. Spinnaker pin-out
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SMALL SEAM REPAIR
" | Small lengths of missing stitching caused by chafe or
rotting can be replaced on board but beware damage
near the highly loaded clew or head which can be an
indicator of other problems.
As with the spinnaker repair the area is made clean
and dry and pinned to the board, aligning the seam
overlap and if possible the original machining holes,
the reason for this is to prevent any seam tightness
that will cause local stress undoing your hard work
when the sail is hoisted again.
|| Double sided sticky tape is then used to bond the
seam in the correct position so hand seaming can
replace the missing stitching, the size of the stitching
depends on how patient you are. I have seen hand
slidebear sewing replacing every zig and zag of the machine
stitch but 2 rows of half inch single stitch will do - use the smallest needles that will carry the thread you are using.

MAINSAIL REEF EYELET PULL OUT

This popular repair it has to be said is caused by leaving the reef ties in when the reef is released and it
serves you right !

Best thing is to use sticky back fabric with an inch overlap, clean and dry the area before applying to both
sides to prevent the hole snagging on anything when sail is hoist, this is a low load area of the sail and you
can do without the reef tie as racing boats do.

BATTEN POCKET DAMAGE

Every sailmaker has his own design of batten pocket , racing style pockets have a Velcro fastened
tensioning strap , most cruisers have a simple slipping with elastic providing the batten tension (webbing
is used on larger yachts).

The Velcro strap is prone to wear after a few years and the Velcro looses its grip,

Modern GRP battens are pretty reliable these days unless allowed to come in contact with the rigging
especially with swept spreader masts, lack of kicking strap tension can allow the top batten to twist around
the mast breaking the batten at the socket, otherwise damage Is due to flogging in extreme weather.

Over time the soft plastic batten end caps can wear through leaving a sharp cutting edge allowing the
batten to exit the sail through a neat slit .the missing batten should be replaced as soon as possible as the
leach can stretch and loose shape without the battens support.

The best quick repair is made by drilling two 4mm holes about an inch apart at the outer end of the batten
,after placing in the pocket sew through the 2 holes and the pocket several times round so there is plenty of
thread to hold the batten in place , this method is often used on blue water cruiser mainsails before any
damage as you always retain the batten which can be bard to replace in exotic places.

With the batten in place the slit at the end of the pocket can be sewn up,

FIND OUT WHAT CAUSED THE DAMAGE

To prevent a replay of the original damage always work out what caused it, uncovered spreader ends and
split pins are the usual suspects ,on larger multispreader rigs the spinnaker can get caught in the V between
the cap shroud and the diagonal, racing yachts fit a string loop here to prevent this,

Damage at the spinnaker head a few feet down is often the shackle on the furling gear head swivel .
.damaged GRP snuffer mouths can leave fine tears in your spinnaker as you snuff the sail, the problem not
being apparent until next time the sail is used .

To contact Ben Green see the advertisement on page 18

Finally—an appeal for a new Waterlines Editor. Having been doing this
for the past six years, ably supported by Peter Cosker’s photography and
excellent contributions from members, this is my last edition. Modern
home software such as ‘Microsoft Publisher’ makes it all very easy, and
members still appreciate pages to turn over! Barrie IMarson
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Not a familiar view through the shrouds ! But Mowbray Whiffin captured Manhattan on a foggy morning

COCKPIT CANOPIES COCKAT COVERS
SPRAYHOODS SUMN AWNINGS
BIMINIS WINTER COVERS
TONMNEAL COVERS LETTERED DODGERS

Beaucette Marina in Guernsey where Chris Nicholls and
Maureen Culver keep Victoria 34 Grace of Montrose,
until recently owned by the De’aths.
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Skilled crafismanship from generations of experience combine with the
very lates! in manufacturing technology to bring you the finest 1ailored
Marine products

Original equipment suppliers o: MOODY YACHTS
AMNCASTA
SEA VENTURES
PORTWAY YACHTS
NORTHSHORE YACHTS

VICTORIA YACHTS
W LIMITED

www.tecsew.com

Lesley and Paul in Evergreen - sunset in Lough Swilly
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