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Chairman’s Foreward 

  

Our new Waterlines Editor, Peter 

Allen, produced an_ interesting 
and attractive magazine for us 
last year. Our thanks go to him 
for stepping into the breach when 

Barrie Marson retired. Although 

some of the articles had 

Appeared on the website, it 

is always nice to read them in 

magazine format. | was 
particularly interested in Arnold 
Robinson's article on fitting a 

bow thruster — he researched it 

well and finds it very helpful. 

The Spring Socials were held in 

their traditional venues at 

Sarisbury and Wivenhoe. 
We had good attendances at 

both to hear Denis Skillicorn talk 

about his experiences as a 

reporter and Chris Jeckells told 

us about the new innovations in 

sail making. 

Last season was memorable in 

that the first joint rally for 

Shadow motor boats and 
Victoria yachts was held in June. 
It was not easy finding a suitable 
day for tides for both down river 

and up river approaches and the 

spring tide caused some 

concern when entering the lock 

at Limehouse. However we all 

got in and then out again so it 

cannot have been too difficult! 

The South Coast sailors 

gathered at Ocean Village in 

May for avery successful rally 

Z 

but the later event at 

Portsmouth had to be 

cancelled due to lack of 

interest. | hope the events 

proposed by John Tyer for 2011 

will again bring you out in force. 

It is particularly good to see so 

many double-enders moored up 

together. 

Royal Harwich Yacht Club was 

again the venue for East coast 

sailors in September. At least 

the weather was slightly kinder 
to us than when we previously 

held a rally there. We actually 
had four boats this time and 
several visitors by land. 

The Shadows held an autumn 
rally at Wallingford which was 

attended by three boats and 

Peter and Jenny Cosker from 

the sailing fraternity. | was 
sorry | was unable to attend, 

due to an unexpected visit from 
my son from Chile. 

The Annual General Meeting 
was poorly attended, which 

only served to remind us all of 

the situation as regards 

Officers of the Association. We 

are still without a Secretary and 
are indebted to Peter Cosker 

for keeping the Association 

running in the efficient manner 
to which we have become 

accustomed. Without him there 

would be no Victoria Shadow 

Association and we must make 

every effort to find a new 
Secretary. Please, if you can 
spare some time and are 

prepared to learn the ropes, get 

in touch with Peter or myself. 
We have a volunteer, Jonathan 

Hopper, to help with the 

website, and he is being 

tutored by Peter in the art of 

producing a web page. 

With best wishes to you all for 

2011. 

Anne Grubb 

Chairman (Yachts) 
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New Members 

Martin & Antoinette Smith Colraine Victoria 30 Ascent 

Richard & Bernice Normanton Chertsey Shadow 26 Leah May 

Guy & Lisa Willing Bembridge Frances 26 Blue Grass 

  

Lisa & Eleanor 

The 2010 AGM 

This was held as usual at the Lon- 

don Corinthian Sailing Club in 

Hammersmith on Sunday 21st 

November 2010. Attendance was 

similar with last year with 17 mem- 
bers present. 

After an excellent meal, the formal 

business got under way with a 

report by the Chairman. She con- 
firmed that rallies and socials 
had been well supported with 

the exception of the South Coast 
Rally in September which had to 
be cancelled. She was particularly 

pleased thai the first ever joint 

Shadow/Victoria Rally had taken 

place in May at Limehouse on the 

Thames. She hoped that similar 

joint rallies would be held in the 

future. Anne confirmed that at the 
next AGM, she would not be 

standing as Chairman. 

The Treasurers report showed 

that the audited accounts re- 

mained healthy. 

The Officers currently in post 

were nominated to continue for the 

following year and the motion 

passed. 

  

Bluegrass Crew Members 

Tony & Guy 

The Committee 

Chairman (Yachts) Anne Grubb 

Chairman (Cruisers) Vacancy! 

Secretary Vacancy! 

Journal Editor Peter Allen 

Website Editor Peter Cosker 

Treasurer John Cade 

South Coast 
Regional Organiser John Tyer 

East Coast 
Regional Organiser Anne Grubb 

  

Eleanor 

Victoria Cups 

The Victoria Cup is for the winner 
of the Round the Island Race (on 
corrected time). This year the 

Cup was not awarded as no 

Victoria/Francis yachts entered 

the race. 

For the Victoria Cruising Cup, 

(Given to the Association by Tim 
Gearing of Victoria Yachts Ltd.) 
there were two entries. Susan and 

David Macgregor sent in a log of 

their cruise in ‘Victoria Rose’ a 

Victoria 30 in the Mediterranean 

between Seville and Port Jasmine 

in Tunisia where they laid up for 

the Winter. 

John Corden entered this years 

Round Britain and Ireland Race in 

‘Kipper of London’ a Victoria 34. 
After much deliberation, John was 

declared this years worthy winner.
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Fitting a Stackpack with Lazyjacks to Victoria/Frances Yachts 

When lan Grey took on a major 
refit of “Raven” a_ badly 

neglected Victoria 34 STC he 

had occasion to dismantle and 

refurbish virtually every area of 
her from mast headbox to 

rudder heel bearing. As a result 
of his experiences lan is happy 

to provide advice to the 

Association members on a wide 

range of topics. 

lan started sailing in the early 

70s when hank on headsails 

and roller reefing mainsails 

were the order of the day. Slip- 

pery Dacron mainsails were 

stowed on the boom with 
difficulty and lazyjacks were for 
gaffers. As lan now sails 
almost exclusively short handed 
the “SP” (staypack) in conjunc- 
tion with “LJs” (Lazyjacks) is a 
tremendous contributor to 

safety. The sail can easily be 

ready for instant raising or drop- 

ping (although with the “LJs” 
you need to be head to wind to 

hoist) and the combination 

contains the loose portion of the 

reefed sail. | would not be 
without them. 

  

RAVEN 

As a professional designer 
prior to retirement, lan’s time 

is free now and he has 
continued to design, make and 

refine various projects for his 

boat. lan and his wife have 

fabricated many items of 
Canvas work which have 

evolved in use. He has carried 

out similar projects on his 

previous boat, a Vancouver 
28, so they were off to a head 
start with the design work for 
“Raven”. 

  

  

UK Manufacture 

Repairs Aberations 

24/7 Sail Drop. Off 
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lan’s initial thoughts were to 
produce detailed drawings of 
his design for the article but 
soon realised that it is aimed at 

owners of the entire 

Victoria/Frances range from 

26—38 feet who would in all 

probability be taking their 
requirements to sailmakers who 

would already have their own 

favoured design. lan hopes his 
comments on what in his 

opinion, makes a satisfactory 

solution would allow owners to 

make up their own minds in 

discussion with their chosen 

sailmaker. 
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1. lan attaches his “LJs” to the 

mast at the height advised in the 

Selden instructions but this does 

mean that it helps to be 

accurately head to wind when 

raising the sail. He has in the 

past taken them to the signal 

halyard eyes on the underside of 

the spreaders which does give a 
lot more latitude but is not ad- 

vised by Seldon. 

2. Mainsails today come in 
several forms, with a boltrope in 

the foot, completely loose footed 

and in lan’s case the sail made 

by Shore Sails has a “semi loose 

foot”. The “SP” is best made 

from unproofed acrylic canvas 

but requires a section in the 

centre which slides into the 

boom groove. Sailmakers have a 

Dacron tape which has Teflon 

thread woven into it which is 

ideal for this section although 

acrylic canvas can be used. For 

the sail with a full boltrope the 

“SP” with the sail will be slid into 
the boom groove, the loose 

footed sail will require a boltrope 

to be sewn into the “SP” centre 

section and the “semi loose 

footed” will require partial bolt- 

ropes. Sliding the two together 
into the boom groove is not easy 

and is best accomplished, by 

either removing the boom and 

laying it on the marina pontoon 

or on deck if you are on a moor- 

ing. A completely loose footed 

sail would be the most conven- 

ient solution as the sail and the 

“SP” can be treated as two sepa- 

rate 

3. lan’s early effort on his 

Vancouver had round battens 

to support the top of the “SP”, 

but these tended to sag be- 

tween the “LJs”. His Victoria 

“SP” uses rectangular battens 

which he find very satisfactory, 

but he has noticed several 

boats in magazine articles with 

no battens at all. lan cannot 

comment on this as he has not 

tried it. lan tensions the bat- 

tens with webbing and sliding 

bar buckles —(Pics 1 & 2.) 

  

4. The “semi loose foot” sail is 

used to allow the reefing lines to 

be tied round the boom (not us- 

ing the original Selden sliders 

on the side groove on his old 

style boom) which gives a self 
adjusting reef. Some sailmakers 
use eyelets in the foot of the sail 

for this purpose but the position 

of these is critical and rather 

defeats the self adjustment, but 

a heat sealed slot in the foot 

with some webbing reinforce- 

ment can be cut in an existing 

sail. 

  

Obviously the fully loose footed 

sail is perfect for this method. As 

a matter of interest lan does not 

stagger his reefing pennants but 
takes them all from the sheaves 

on the end of the boom to the 

port side of the sail and then 

down to the boom on the star- 

board side. If you reef on star- 
board tack, the chances of the 
sail being pinched is decreased, 

a lot of sails show damage 

repairs in this area. 

  

5. Some sailmakers use zips 

where the reefing pennants exit. 
lan prefers to use Velcro as the 
high tension in the reefing pen- 
nant is liable to seriously dam- 

age the zip which then makes it 
unusable with a different sail. 
(Pic 3) 

6. Generally on short day sails it 

is always ready to catch the sail 

when dropped or reefed but lan 
has a system which ailows the 
“LJs” to be quickly detached, 

taken forward to the mast and 

the “SP” to be rolled neatly down 
to either side of the boom and 

secured with webbing and plastic 

buckles (Pic 6). 

 



  

  

A
 

  

This would be desirable for a 

long offshore trip where chafe 
would be a problem. lan’s “Lus” 
are taken from a fixed point on 

the mast (see 1) and are 
adjusted at the forward attach- 

ment with a simple homemade 
three hole toggle (Pic 4) and a 
carbine hook which allows them 

to be quickly detached and taken 

forward. The extra line goes 
through an eyelet in the canvas 

when not in use and is coiled 

down inside the “SP”. (Pic 5) 

  

7. lan uses a separate cover for 

the forward part of the sail. This 
incorporates a reinforced section 
to take the sail’s headboard, is 
zipped down the front of the mast 
and has various ties / buckles. 

(Pics 7 & 8) 

    

8. lan made the canvas work 

over the winter of 2007 when 
he kept “Raven” afloat to allow 

him to trial fit everything. He 
was horrified to find after strong 
winds, just days after the work 

was completed quite severe 

chafing had happened. Any 
where the edges of canvas 
could flog and where it came 

into contact with mast winches 

etc., was starting to show signs 

of damage. Edges were then 
reinforced with polypropylene 
webbing and areas in contact 

with the fitting had vinyl chafing 
patches sewn inside. This 

would be an essential require- 
ment or the “SP” would be 

short lived. (Pic 9.) 

9. Polypropylene webbing is dirt 

cheap, hard wearing, easily 

stitched and lan uses it gener- 

ously for construction and rein- 

forcement as you will see from 

his photos. He uses little 
webbing eyes where any ties 

are required as lan finds these 
are much stronger than metal 
eyelets, and are easily replaced 

if damaged. A sailmaker would 

find it easier and cheaper to use 

metal eyelets but lan thinks 

these are worth the extra 

expense. 

Conclusion 

lan hopes these points will 
enable owners to make a more 

informed choice . 

Further Advice 

lan can provide further details 

for anyone contemplating doing 

the job themselves. 
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Martin Hunt Fits a Roller Staysail to a Frances 26 Cutter 

The cutter, Redwing, was com- 

pleted from a hull-shell, at home, 

in 1992 and so | am familiar with 

where everything goes. | have 

been very happy with the per- 

formance of the craft — with the 

exception of the standard boom- 

staysail! 

The small staysail wasn't, itself, 
the acme of the sailmaker’s art 

and the boom was a dangerous 

(or, at least, irritating) obstruction 
on the foredeck. The conditions 
where the sail was useful 

seemed relatively few so | 

started leaving the whole thing at 

home and then got along fine. 

The Frances yankee-jib was, on 
the other hand, an excellent hard 

working sail and so the smaller 
sail wasn’t much missed. 

| had tried using the staysail, 

without the boom, as a conven- 
tionally sheeted jib and fitted 
temporary fairleads for the two 

sheets but as the area was small 

and cut of the sail poor, it too 

ended up at home for the sum- 

mer 

The answer seemed to be a 

roller staysail that could have 

some extra area and overlap 

but would keep the foredeck 
free when furled. The extra 

windage of the rolled sail might 
be compensated by its instant 

deployability and handiness. 

The result has been totally 

worthwhile -— with the unex- 

pected bonus that, while run- 

ning, the staysail will blow out, 
naturally, opposite the main 
whereas the Yankee, on a dead 
run, would never be stable 
enough to stay out and would 

be furled. However, for ‘ultimate 

staysail running bliss’, | have 
made a short whisker pole from 
a redundant length of alumin- 
ium forestay roller and this is 

now a much used piece of kit. 

Wilkinson’s Sails in Burnham 

made a nice staysail and com- 

mended a furler/reefer from 

Schaefer Marine in the US. 

The main characteristic of this 

furler is the fairly compact 

drum, which maximizes the 

useful length of the luff and the 

plastic foil. My initial reaction to 

their suggestion of a ‘plastic foil’ 

was ugh! (an image of flimsy 

plastic drainpipes!) but the 

‘Snapfurl’ luff rotler is a solid 

extrusion. The plastic foil ar- 

rives in a large diametre stiff 

coil. It is manufactured in two 

lengths that snap together side 

by side to encapsulate the wire 

forestay. This means that, 

theoretically, the foil can be 

installed with the boat afloat 

and rigged, without removing 

the forestay — although, natural 

nervousness over the ‘final cut- 

to-length’ of the extrusion, 

would make most people wish 

to install the assembly along- 

side a mast on trestles. 

The lower fixing of the forestay, 

on my boat, is a solid s/s eye 

bolted through the plank- 

bowsprit -— the bowsprit being 

itself bolted through the deck 

with six 12mm bolts. 

The sheets either lead aft to fair- 

lead-cars on two new lengths of 

track installed on the edge of the 

coachroof or, in some situations 

can be reeved through an addi- 

tional car, forward of the yankee 

fairlead, on the deck track. The 

coachroof fairleads are used day 

to day so that the sheets are 

inside the shrouds for close- 

hauled sailing. However, when 

running goose-winged, it is the 

work of seconds to snap an aux- 

iliary sheet to the staysail outside 

the shrouds (without removing 

the principle sheets which are 

just slacked-off) - and this sheet 

is led to the deck fairlead and 

thence to the winch. After-all 

we do like to fiddle, don’t we?! 
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All fairly simple — but not without 

expense. The sheet winches, 

tracks and cars, the furler and 
new sail added up to tidy bill but 

now | have a set-up that is fully 

effective, heavy duty and less 
toy-like than the original specifi- 

cation. The staysail can be part 

rolled and sets beautifully in 
strong winds or can perform as a 

storm-jib without the yankee, in 

really blowy conditions. 

Schaefer Marine 

www.schaefermarine.com — Tel 

01763 241 300 

Snapfurl Furler/Reefer £466.00 

For a furler only, look at Selden 
Code X — CX15 - £700 — Tel 

01329 50 40 00. Redwing’s Staysail 

Two new small self-tailing sheet- 

winches were added to the cock- 

pit coaming, forward of the yan- 

kee winches, for the staysail 

sheets. There is_ insufficient 

space to swing the winch handle 

in a full circle but it works fine 

using a ratchet action. THE YACHT CANOPY 

COCKPIT CANOPIES COCKPIT COVERS 
SPRAYHOODS SUN AWNINGS 

BIMINIS WINTER COVERS 
TONNEAU COVERS LETTERED DODGERS 

The lead from coachroof track- 

cars to the winch is not perfect 

and to avoid the risk of riding 
turns, the sheet runs from the 

car to a snatch-block attached to 

a stanchion base and then up to 

the winch. 

~ 

VacdoveA We Pleven : 
Skilled craftsmanship from generations of experience combine with the 
very latest in manufacturing technology to bring you the finest tailored 
marine products. 

We discovered when first fitting 
the staysail to the foil that the 
‘cruising quality’ fabric and 
stitching of the Wilkinson sail 
was too thick to slide easily up Original equipment suppliers to: MOODY YACHTS 
the luff groove. The slot was 
easily opened-up, to accommo- 

date the sail, by shaving the 

sides of the plastic luff-groove 

with a small tungsten-tipped, 

DIY, tile cutter followed by a 

touch of wet and dry. 

TECSEW LIMITED 

ANCASTA 

SEA VENTURES 

PORTWAY YACHTS 

NORTHSHORE YACHTS 

www.tecsew.com  
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Some thoughts on fitting refrigeration to the coolbox in a Victoria 

by John Cade 

My first Victoria was a 34. | now 

have a Morris 34, built Victoria at 
Warsash in 2000/2001. She is 
another Chuck Paine design, 

very similar to the Victoria but 
two feet shorter on the waterline 

and finer in the quarters. The 
interior layout, especially the 

galley area, is virtually identical 
to the Victoria. 

For many years | resisted the 

temptation to fit refrigeration in 

the Victoria. Although most of my 
cruising is in Brittany, where the 

temperatures are slightly higher 

than the south coast of England, 

| found that by buying several 

bottles of water from the local 

mini supermarket and 

asking them to store them in their 

freezer overnight the 

temperature of the coolbox could 

be kept down to a reasonable 

level most of the time. However, 

this dependency imposes 

restrictions on one’s cruising 

plans, so eventually | 

succumbed 

The guts of all refrigeration sys- 

tems are the compressor and the 

condenser with its associated 

cooling system. These two items 

are supplied on a platform as a 

single unit. The first considera- 
tions are where to site it and what 

method of cooling to choose. 

There are three systems of cool- 

ing available. The most widely 

used, and the cheapest, is air 

cooling. With this system the 

compressor/condenser platform 

incorporates a radiator and a fan. 

Most manufacturers supply units 

with the radiator and fan in one 

of three positions — 1) in front or 

behind, depending on which way 

round the unit is mounted 

(making the unit low, narrow but 

deep), 2) beside (low, wide and 

shallow) or 3) above (high, 

narrow and shallow). The choice 

from these three options will de- 

pend mainly on the space avail- 

able in the selected site 

If the refrigeration is required to 

perform in warmer climes, air 

cooling is unlikely to be 

adequate. The alternatives are 
pumped sea water cooling or 
what is referred to as keel cool- 
ing. Pumped sea water, as the 

name suggests, involves 
pumping sea water through a 

heat exchanger mounted on 

the compressor platform. This 

system usually requires two 

additional skin fittings near the 
platform, although it might be 
possible to utilise the engine 

raw water intake and the galley 
sink drain if one was desperate 

to minimise perforations in the 

hull. It also has the disadvan- 

tage of taking electrical power 
to pump the water. Keel cool- 
ing requires one additional skin 

fitting incorporating a cooling 
plate on the outside of the hull 

through which the refrigerant 

circulates. This is a very neat 

and safe solution, but 
usually the most expensive. 

The compressor/condenser is 

connected to an evaporator 

plate mounted inside the 
built-in coolbox by two copper 

pipes carrying the refrigerant. 

Although these pipes can, with 
difficulty, be threaded through 

holes in bulkheads, intricate 

pipe runs are best avoided. 

The pipes supplied are usually 

a maximum of two meters in 

length, placing a_ further 

restriction on the location of the 

compressor platform. 

Evaporator plates come in a 

variety of shapes and sizes. 

The choice is largely governed 

by the volume of the coolbox. If 

one wishes to freeze any of the 

contents, ‘box’ evaporators are 

available: these envelope the 

items to be frozen whilst cool- 

ing the remainder of the cool- 

box. 

One downside is that they take 

up more space in the coolbox 

compared with a flat plate. 

When choosing the size of the 

evaporator, consideration should 

also be given to the insulation 

around the coolbox. If one 

suspects that the insulation is 

inadequate it may be possible to 

add some more, either by adding 

a sheet of Insulation to” an 

outside surface or by using the 

expanding foam that is sold in 

pressurised cans. This foam can 

be squirted into likely voids with 

impunity. 

The big question is, where to site 

that compressor platform? Give 

the boatyard a free hand and 

they will probably select the 

location that makes for the 

easiest installation. Unfortu- 

nately, this will usually surrender 

space that could be used for 

other purposes. My aimis to 

utilise nooks and crannies that 

are otherwise wasted space. In 

both of the units | have fitted | 

believe | have been successful in 

this respect. 

  

Compressor hidden 
behind draw unit 

9



In my Victoria 34 | found a 

suitable place for a compressor 

at the forward end of the main 
cockpit locker. Adjacent to the 

panel separating the locker from 

the engine compartment was a 
small space measuring 
approximately (from memory) 6 
or 7 inches athwartships by 10 
inches fore and aft, just large 

enough for a compressor using 

keel cooling. This space had 

been blanked off with a panel, 

obviously not useable for any- 
thing in the eyes of the builder, 
but perfect for my purpose. 

  

Compressor unit, 
Draw unit Removed 

Next, | needed to find a site for 
the keel plate. The two pliable 
copper tubes attached to the fit- 

ting would be vulnerable to dam- 

age, so | needed somewhere 
where it would not get knocked, 

or worse. Again, | was lucky, and 

found an ideal place under the 
cabinet of gailey drawers. By 
raising the cabinet the maximum 

amount possible, so that the top 

drawer was close below the 
Underneath of the worktop, 

several inches were gained. This 

allowed just sufficient room for 

the keel plate fitting beneath the 

cabinet. The proximity of this site 

to the coolbox was an added 
bonus. 

10 
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This installation proved most 

satisfactory during the 
remaining years of my 
ownership. 

One possible disadvantage of 
the nooks and crannies 

approach is that the 

components are inaccessible, 

but as maintenance of refrigera- 

tion units is rarely required, this 

should not be a _ concern, 

especially if the unit is run 
regularly throughout the year. 

When my Morris 34 was in build 

| had wiring for refrigeration 

installed but held back on the 

choice of unit until | was quite 

sure | knew where it would be 

least in the way. Once again, | 

found that raising the galley 
drawer cabinet was a winner. 

This time | was able to raise it 

by 3 inches, sufficient to install 
an air cooled unit underneath. 

The photograph show the 

installation in the void with the 

draw cabinet removed. 

From the three available 

designs of air cooled units, the 

unit with the fan and radiator at 

the front/rear suited best. Cool 

air is drawn in from the level of 

the cabin sole and exhausted 

through trunking at a higher 
level into the adjacent cockpit 

locker immediately the other 

side of the bulkhead. 

Were any difficulties 
encountered that | have not 

mentioned? Well, yes. The 

sales literature covering the air 

cooled unit did not make it clear 

whether the fan pulled = or 

pushed. The diagrams were 
contradictory. | sought the 

answer from the manufacturer 

and installed accordingly. On 
commissioning | found that | 

had been given the wrong 

answer. It was drawing air from 
the top of the cockpit locker and 

exhausting warm air over the 
cabin sole. 

   Refridgeration in a Victoria 

Turning the whole — platform 

through 180 degrees at this 
stage was out of the question so 

| contacted the manufacturers. 

They said “No problem, just un- 

screw the fan unit and turn that 

through 180 degrees. Unfortu- 
nately, the screws were inacces- 

sible with the platform in situ, so 
the copper pipes connecting with 

the evaporator plate had to be 

disconnected to allow the 

platform to be withdrawn. Turn- 

ing the fan around was manage- 
able, but when all was recon- 

nected there was no cooling 

from the evaporator. Another call 

to the manufacturer revealed 

that the copper pipes that 
connect the condenser to the 

evaporator, fitted with sealed 

couplings and pre-charged when 

supplied, do not re-seal if 

disconnected. Thus the system 

had lost all its refrigerant. The 
manufacturer accepted that this 

would not have happened if they 

had not given me_ incorrect 

information, visited the boat and 

refilled the system. 

Probably the trickiest part of the 
installation process was screw- 

ing the evaporator plate to the 

inside of the coolbox. Positioning 

the plate, marking where to drill 
for the fixing srews, then drilling 

in these precise spots when one 

cannot get two hands into the 

box and see what one is doing at 
the same time is, to say the 

least, trying. 

Some Victoria owners may not 
be aware of the way that the 

drawer cabinets are fitted: 
remove just four brass counter- 

sunk screws, Clearly visible 

when the drawers are -out, and 

the whole cabinet lifts out. As 

mentioned above, | have raised 
the galley cabinets in both my 

Victoria built boats when fitting 

refrigeration. | would imagine 

that this dodge to reclaim 

wasted space could be 

employed in most Victoria 

yachts.



  

  

aa
] 

  

      

  

     

  

24 members attended at the Sarisbury & District 

Community Centre. After a buffet lunch, Simon and 

Joanna Bound winners of the Cruising Log Competition 
were awarded the Victoria Il Cup. Dennis Skillicorn gave 

an amusing and spellbinding talk. 

  

   After lunch at the Rose & Crown 
in Wivenhoe, Chris Jeckells gave 
an interesting talk in the Nottage 
Institute about sails and Jeckells 

the Sailmakers. Chris and_ his 

assistant also gave everyone a 

useful information pack on sails 

as well as samples of cloths. 
Arnold Robinson was also the 

lucky winner of a  Jeckells 
Jacket! 
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E el cctalasom Waele tenet) Rallies & Socials May 

History was made when 4 

Shadow Motor-Cruisers and 5 

Victoria Yachts attended the first 

joint Thames & East Coast Rally 
at the Limehouse Basin. After 

pre-dinner drinks aboard 

‘White Rose of York’ an 

excellent dinner was taken at 

the Cruising Association HQ 
overlooking the Basin. 

  

6 Victoria yachts attended the 

» South Coast Rally, held in per- 

| fect weather in ‘The Pool’, part 
“sel of Ocean Village Marina. 

‘Widgeon’ hosted the pre- 

dinner drinks and an excellent 
dinner was taken at the Royal 

Southampton Yacht Club over- 
looking ‘The Pool’.  



Waterlines winter 2009 Rallies & Socials July - September 

  

  

      

       

     

    
   

     

   

  

We've been makang sais since 1892, 
so nobody know: more about sail design “ 

and service at an affordable price. 

Mbinsais, headsails, spannakers, crusing 

reehing systems and rigging 

15 members and guests attended the {All sails made in the UK 
Rally at the Royal Harwich Yacht Club. Cruising sais supplied with our unique 
Strong wind warnings and the highest 5-year guarantee 
tides of the year did not deter 4 boats ea ae 

attending although ‘Linnie’ had a tein preven’ allie   particularly tough trip from the Alde 

battling spring tides and strong winds all 

the way. Pre-dinner drinks took place on 

‘Volante’ followed by a really excellent 

meal in the Club 
  

(Beier of Yevcates Litt The Sel Lot, Semon Ben, Wrobars 17 BT    

  

  
Pee eee By EE 

   



Waterlines Winter 2010/11 Rallies & Socials Sept/November 

3 Shadow motor cruisers held 

a rally at Wallingford on the 

18th September organised by 

Patsy and Paul Townsend. 

After enjoying a social drink, 

dinner was had at the nearby 

Wealh’'s Bistro. 

  

  

== 

Poan! m Prior to the AGM, 14 mem- 

memes bers enjoyed an excellent 

Lunch at the London and 

age Corrinthian Rowing and 
‘ ; ae $s Sailing Club on the 22nd 

November.  



Waterlines winter 2010/11 Kipper’s Blog 

  

“Kipper of London” in the Round Britain and Ireland Race 

Winning Cruising log Competition—Victoria II Cup 

John Cordon and his Co-skipper 
John Nash, a highly experienced 

professional Yachtmaster, with 

tens of thousands of sea-miles 
under his boots, including a race 

around The World entered 

“Kipper’ based in Lymington into 
the 2010 Race which started on 

June 6" from Plymouth. 

"Started by the Royal Western in 
1966, the Round Britain and Ire- 

land is one of the International 

classics of short-handed sailing, 

and over the years has attracted 

the great names. The course is 

clockwise around all of Great 

Britain & Ireland, and there are 

compulsory stops of 48 hours at 

Kinsale, Barra, Lerwick and Low- 

estoft where the hospitality is 
legendary. It is always a terrific 
test of endurance and 

seamanship, and not for the faint 

hearted. " 

The following is an extract from 
their log, published during the 
race as a blog . 

2010-05-16 07:36:00 

Lymington 

The race starts on June 6th and 
we have to be in Plymouth by the 

previous Thursday, so we're 

planning to depart Lymington in 

the late afternoon or early eve- 

ning of Tuesday the ‘st. 

2010-05-23 09:26:00 

Lymington 

As a competitor in this year's 2- 
handed Round Britain and Ire- 
land Race, it is crucially impor- 

tant for us to have bang-up-to- 
date corrections, especially for 

the North Sea legs, where the 

position of sandbanks, oil and 

gas production facilities and the 

growing number of operating and 

nascent wind-farms is regularly 
evolving.   

To my surprise | discovered 

that there are obviously 2009 

Notices to Mariners that have 

not been applied to the digital 

chart. 

My local chart agent was 
unable to help, so | contacted 

the chart publisher, expecting a 
succinct answer to a simple 
question: "What is the latest 

Notice to Mariners incorpo- 

rated into your chart?”. Unfor- 
tunately | didn’t get an accept- 

able answer. What | heard was 
that: "We take corrections from 
a wide number of sources and 
have a very large number of 
charts to update so we cannot 

confirm the latest correction for 
any of our charts."; | was also 

reminded that “Electronic 
charts are an aid to navigation 

and must be used in conjunc- 
tion with properly corrected 

paper charts in order to ensure 

safe navigation”. 

So to be safe, a navigator 

needs to consult both elec- 

tronic and paper charts when 

passage or pilotage planning. 

How does this fit with the 
emerging trend for yacht build- 
ers to diminish provision of an 

adequate chart-table?   

John Corton & 

John Nash 

And how many skippers are 

naively navigating around their 

plotter in the mistaken belief that 
it represents an accurate 
picture? 

2010-06-06 03:47:00 
Plymouth 

Just a couple of hours to go. 
Kipper is in Class 4 (the slowest 
boats) along with 10 others: 

Home Run, Ruffian, Flair 2, 

Santana, Suroma, Summerbird, 

Knight's Challenge, 

Gratification, Resolute and 
Paradox’ 

2010-06-06 15:43:00 

15 miles SSE of The Lizard 

It's starting to get dark. Wind is 

still, pretty much due West F5 
and the sea has been quite 

lumpy but, now the tide has 

slackened off, it's a bit quieter. 

We've got one reef in the main- 

sail and we're plugging along at 

around 5.8kts with good VMG. 

Knight's Challenge and 
Gratification are both just up to 
windward of us and, we're 

slowly reeling them in. Earlier, 

when it was blowing a bit harder 

we were doing better but as the 

wind has moderated slightly 

they're pointing higher then us. 

No sign of the forecast backing 

wind and we're wondering how 

much further to go left. 
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2010-06-07 13:05:00 

60 miles SE of Kinsale 

The wind eventually backed 
Southerly and we had an easy 
beam reach to The Bishop Rock, 

SW of The Scillies, rounding at 

approximately 0830 on a very 

grey morning. Resolute, Knight's 

Challenge, Gratification and 

Summerbird were all between 3 
and 6 miles astern and we 

reckon we were saving our time 
on them. 

With the wind at approximately 

18kts, we hoisted the spinnaker 
and set off on a run at 8kts plus, 

rapidly dropping following boats 

astern. The wind then proceeded 

to build until we put our sensible 

hats on at 28kts, gusting a bit 

more and dropped it in favour of 
a boomed out yankee. Just as 
well we did, because the wind 
built even more to 30-35kts and 

we had some thrilling surfing 
with Nasher hitting a top speed 

of 11.3kts! We were averaging 
over QOkts! We had to steer by 

hand, rather than autopilot for 
fear of burning out the autopilot 
drive unit. It was bloomin' hard 
work. 

Whist sailing at speed with a 

gently roll on | tried to extract a 

cottage pie from the fridge- 

freezer. It was right down at the 
far corner and unfrozen. | could- 

n't get two hands to it, so tried to 

lift it with one. Big mistake! 

Cottage pie over everything in 

the fridge. Loud expletives. It 

took the two of us a good haif 

hour to clean up. We scraped the 

pie off everything, put it back in 

its foil dish and shoved it in the 

oven. It still tasted pretty good. 

2010-06-08 10:12:00 
5 miles SE of Kinsale 

We've now been, pretty much, 
continuously becalmed for over 

12 hours. 
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Kinsale 

Boats that managed to finish 

before the wind fell out of the 

sky will have a huge lead, es- 

pecially as strong NE winds are 

forecast for their re-start. Over 

the last 5 hours we've inched 6 

miles closer to the finish. At 

one time we tried the kite but it 
just kept trying to wrap itself 

around the forestay. On the 

brighter side, just enjoyed hot, 
roast chicken baguettes. 

2010-06-09 04:08:00 

Kinsale 

We eventually finished the Ply- 
mouth Kinsale leg at 1736 
(Tuesday) giving us an elapsed 
time of 2 days, 5 hours and 26 

minutes and an average SOG 

of 4.38kts, which is pretty mis- 

erable considering that, at one 

stage, we were clocking 9,10, 

11kts. Still, consider the plight 
of Gratification, the GK29, 

they're still 2 miles from the 

finish! 

We SSS'd as soon as we got 
alongside then went to the re- 
ception at the Kinsale YC, 
where we sampled our first 

few pints of Murphys before 
repairing to a very pleasant 

restaurant for dinner. Excellent 
Monkfish and more Murphys. 

Before an early night. 

2010-06-10 14:07:00 
SE Galley Head S Ireland 

After a very pleasant 48hrs in 

Kinsale we're on our way again, 
beam reaching on a course of 

256 degrees along the south 
coast of Ireland to wards the 

infamous Fastnet Rock, 

currently 31 miles distant. When 

we get there we'll harden up 

onto the wind and head on out 

into the wide Atlantic Ocean. It’s 

now a glorious evening and it's 

champagne sailing in 15-20kts 
of wind and flat water. 

2010-06-11 04:03:00 

24m WSW The Bull SW Ireland 

The faster boats, that started 
earlier than us enjoyed brisk NE 

winds for their first 12 hours, 

giving them a fast spinnaker 

reach down to the Fastnet 

Rock and enabling them to head 

up and make course direct to 

pass offshore of the Dingle 

Peninsula. No such luck for us. 

Over the last 15 hours the wind 

has slowly backed NW and the 
70 mile leg from The Fastnet, 
round The Bull and up to Dingle 

is a dead beat



  

The best VMG we can make is 
3.5 to 4.0 kts, so what might 

have taken us around 12 hours, 

will now take more like 20 and 
we're falling behind schedule. 
The wind is F6 and were sailing 

with 2 reefs in the main, staysail 

and partially furled yankee. The 

waves are quite big but gentle on 

us compared to a typical Chan- 

nel chop. Kipper is in her ele- 

ment and we'’er enjoying our- 

selves and managing plenty of 

sleep. 

2010-06-12 03:15:00 

23 miles W of River Shannon 

Only 42 miles made good in the 

last 16 hours. The problem, up 

until now, hasn't been wind 

strength,we had up to F6 over- 

night, but direction. We've got 

around 300 miles to go, so if (big 

if) the wind does what's forecast 
we should be in to Barra some- 

time on Monday. 

it's often the case that the 2nd 

night at sea is the hardest. This 
was certainly true last night. 

Waterlines winter 2010/11 

Whereas during the first night 

you're well rested and can due 

virtually without sleep, by the 

time the second night comes 

along you're knackered and not 

yet into a proper, watch- 

keeping sleep pattern. We both 

struggled to stay awake and it's 

been bloomin cold too. I'm 
wearing my full Musto 3-layer 

system (aka as my "fluffy bunny 

suit";) and was still only just 

warm enough It's mid-Summer 

for God's sake! 

The microwave has been a real 
boon. Proper cooking wasn't 
really feasible in quite rough 
conditions last night, but a bag 
of Uncle Ben's instant, micro- 

wave rice, topped off with a can 
of sardines in chilli oil, made a 
tasty meal. It's also great for 

instant porridge. Now the best 
bit. We enjoyed the company of 
a beautiful pod of around 8 dol- 
phins for almost an hour this 

morning. | would have tried to 

take photos but | could tear my 
eyes off them long enough to 

go and get my camera and, 

anyway, | know from past 
experience that they're almost 

impossible to photograph. 

Castle Bay Bara 

    Kippers Blog 

2010-06-12 14:27:00 

26 miles NE of Aran Islands 

At last we're crackin’ along, 

actually going in the direction we 

need to do making 7.2kts over 

the ground. We should make it to 
the corner by around 0400 at 

this rate, which'll work quite well 

as we'll then be able to steer off 
to a course of around 035 and 

it's (only) another 170 miles to 

Castle Bay. The only thing is that 

the winds are forecast to start 
veering NE sometime tomorrow, 
making it a dead beat into a 

dying wind. 

2010-06-13 00:42:00 

13 miles WNW Mullet 

At long last we've turned the 

Corner and are heading NE 
towards Barra, 171 miles distant. 

We're actually sailing about 14 

degrees high of the rumb line in 

anticipation of the wind veering 
NW or even N later and will 
review the situation when we've 
downloaded this morning's GRIB 

files (weather). 
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2010-06-14 06:48:00 

25 miles from Bara 

It's a beautiful day. Brilliant blue 

skies, sapphire sea and F4 

winds. That's the good news. 

The bad news is that the wind is 

NNE and guess where Barra is? 

It's also bloomin’ freezing. Since 

we've been, pretty much, beating 

to windward for the last 4 days, 
everything is just slightly damp 

and even my Musto 3-layer 

system was failing to keep out 
the cold earlier. Big thanks to 

daughter Emma for the seal skin 

gloves thought. They're great! 

It's OK down below though, 'cos 

we've been running the heater. 

Kipper is also a very dry boat 

and, although she is a little damp 
below, this is only due to the 
water we keep bringing below on 

our oilskins. 

2010-06-15 10:55:47 

Castle Bay Bara 

Arrived in Barra yesterday eve- 

ning. Just as a whole bunch of 

Class 1 boats were leaving on 
Leg 3 to Lerwick. As soon as we 
arrived we pumped up the dinghy 

and paddled ashore to the Castle 

Bay Hotel for a few pints and 
malt whisky chasers. Slept really 
well after that, waking at around 

0830 to help one of the other 

boats, hanging on our mooring to 

leave. 

2010-06-16 04:02:00 

Bara 

After a pretty heavy session in 
the bar last night we were as- 

sisted back to the boat by the 
RNLI..... I'm not to bad this morn- 

ing but Nasher looks and sounds 

dreadful. 

2010-06-17 05:52:00 

32 miles SE of St Kilda 

We left our mooring at around 

2000 and motored slowly out to 

the start, passing a solitary seal 

on the way. 
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Not a lot of wind and it was 

coming directly from where we 
needed to go, retracing our in- 

ward route, 11 miles SSW to 

Barra Head. We had _ the 

starting line marked on our 

chart-plotter and crossed the 

line bang on time at 20:43:13, 
making around 3kts on 

starboard tack. 

We tried cutting the corner, 

close under the towering cliffs, 

topped by a_ powerful light- 

house, which was almost totally 

obscured by thick, low cloud. 

But, as we closed the shore, 
the wind dropped right off and 

we got stuck in a nasty chop, 

killing all our boat-speed and, at 
one stage, we got stuck in 

irons. The only option was to 
tack offshore, seeking more 
wind and calmer water. 

Fortunately the tide was with 
us. It was slow progress but we 

were eventually able to set 

course for our waypoint just 

west of St Kilda, 70 miles away. 

2010-06-18 01:28:00 

23 miles NE of St Kilda 

We finally rounded St Kilda at 
0135, after a very frustrating 
few hours. We knew the wind 
was going to veer more 

Northerly,so we wanted to be 

on the right hand side of the 

course but, every time we went 

that way, the wind dropped of 
under the lee of the island, 
which has huge towering cliffs. 

Then, when we tacked back out 
again we'd get lifted, so we 

couldn't tack for the corner. 

St Kilda is a very forbidding 
place. Now apparently uninhab- 

ited, apart from some military 

personnel doing God knows 

what. 

We’ seem to have failed in our 

attempt to fix the leak in the 

starboard water tank and are 

now on rations however the 

Barra water tastes so disgust- 

ingly chemically, that we prefer 
the bottled water for tea any- 

way. 

Kipper’s Blog 

We're also watching the diesel 

situation carefully as, what with 

the fridge and the autopilot, we're 
running the generator 4 hours a 

day. 

2010-06-18 10:31:00 

52 miles WNW Butt of Lewis 

You will remember that | said 
that we'd lost all the water out of 

our starboard tank. Well the port 
one has gone too. So we really 

are on rations. We've got 21L of 
bottled water and some orange 

juice. Not too bad. It can't take 

us more than another 5 days to 

get to Lerwick (can it?). We're 
pretty sure that the problem is 

caused by continually pounding 
to windward and the water in the 
flexible tanks surging, causing 
the seals to weaken. In a similar 

vein, due to the continuous mo- 

tion, both (diesel) cooker ex- 
hausts have fractured and we 

repaired them earlier. We're 

now keeping the cooker swung 

back on its gimbals when not in 

use. 

We also seem to have some sort 

of problem with out domestic 
batteries, the ones that do every- 

thing but start the engine and 
generator. They have a com- 

bined capacity of 220AH but 

we're only getting about 40AH 

before the voltage drops below 
11.5V and the autopilot starts 
complaining. We start the 
generator, which can charge at 
over 100A but it thinks they're 

almost full and drops the charge 

voltage too soon. Maybe they're 

knackered? Maybe there's 

something wrong with the 

Voltage regulator in the 
generator? Nothing we can do 
about it until we get to Lerwick. 

Lastly there's a horrible smell 
coming from somewhere around 

the galley that we can't trace.



2010-06-19 05:47:00 
160 miles SW Muckile Flugga 

At last we're making good 

progress towards Muckle Flugga 
(Northern extremity of The 
Shetlands). The wind has gone 
NW and is blowing around 18kts. 

We're making 7. Over the next 24 
hours the wind s forecast to back 
more and drop off slightiy, then 

there's the possibility of some 
very light winds for a while at 

around lunch time tomorrow, by 

which time we'll still be W_ of 

Muckle Flugga. They then 
gradually build to F3, hopefully 

getting us round the corner 

efficiently (there are very strong 

tides) and down south to Lerwick, 
another 60 miles or so. ETA still 
some time on Monday. 

Bit of a disaster earlier this 

morning. Whist preparing 

porridge, | managed to drop an 

open, almost full 2L bottle of 
milk. About half of it spread itself 

around the galley and chart table. 
| cleaned it up as best | could but 

it has made its way under the 

floor boards etc. and will add as 

certain something to the general 
miasma of the cabin’ over the 

next few days. 

We'll have to take the floor 

boards up in Lerwick. It's been 

bloomin’ cold. I've got my full 3- 
layer system on plus an extra 

fleece and that’s only just 
enough. Hopefully the tempera- 
ture will rise slightly as the wind 
backs. 

2010-06-20 12:15:00 
Muckle Flugga 

We finally rounded Muckle 

Fluffa at 1435. 

Earlier this morning the wind 

dropped to around 6 knots and 

progress since has been pain- 

fully slow. 
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We hoisted the spinnaker but, 

with a sloppy sea, it was almost 

impossible to set dead down- 

wind and we had to keep 

reaching up, so, in the end, we 

dropped it in favour of a 
boomed out yankee, which 
allowed us to point directly at 
our waypoint and gave a 

slightly better VMG. Fortunately 

the tide was with us around the 

headland. Just about the only 
lucky break we've had so far. 

We're now beam_ reaching 
slowly down the east coat of 

The Shetlands. Lerwick is 

about 45 miles distant, so, 

unless the wind pipes up, we'll 

be arriving early tomorrow 

morning. Can almost smell the 

2010-06-21 07:57:00 

Lerwick 

Finished at Lerwick at 03:26:12. 

The line is right by the dock so 

we were alongside within 5 min- 

utes. Then a few glasses of 
wine, to help us sleep, it was 
broad daylight, and the slumber 

until! O900. lan and Rene Fraser 
are our host family and they 

picked us up at 1000. Back to 
their place for, much needed 

showers and to leave our laun- 

dry. Open bag and retreat 6 

paces. 
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Then a quick tour around the bay 

before back onboard for lunch 

and a long list of minor jobs. 

Sounds like we missed a lot of 

excitement over the weekend, 

and not just the midsummer 

parties. Apparently the wind was 

blowing 4Okts, straight into the 

harbour and there was quite a lot 

of minor damage to race boats. 

We also hear that boats 24hrs 

ahead of us suffered fearsome 

conditions around Muckle 

Flugga, with winds reported to 

50kts and very big seas. Maybe 
there are some advantages to 

our position towards the back of 

the fleet. 

2010-06-23 05:22:00 

16 miles NNE of Fair Isle 

0245 is a stupid time to have to 

get up. A glance outside told us 

that: it was foggy; drizzling with 
rain and very little wind. Ugh! 

Venturing outside to top up the 
sea told me that it was bloomin' 

freezing too (although the water 

was quite warm). Double Ugh! 

Our start was at 0326 and we 

crossed the line and tacked 

down south out of the sound at 

about 3kts, watching the radar 

and AIS displays carefully. 

  
Lerwick 
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We're now heading around 195 

at 6kts, hoping to weather Fair 
Isle, 16 miles ahead. It looks OK 
at the moment but the tide is 

beginning to set strongly west 
and we might have to put in a 

short tack out to the east, 
which'd be a pain. Then it's on 
down towards Orkneys. We'll 

tack when the wind veers. 

2010-06-24 02:56:00 
55 miles ENE of Duncansby 

Head 

We passed Fair Isle about 4 
miles off. Like St. Kilda, it's a 
forbidding looking place. No 
trees whatsoever and towering 

cliffs. It is however inhabited by a 
few hardy souls. 

Before we left Lerwick, lan 

Fraser presented us with 4 

beautiful haddock fillets. They'd 

been caught only hours 

previously. We had one each in 

a sandwich for supper. Yum, 

yum, yum! The other 2 are in the 
freezer. Going to roast a chuck 

today. 

Currently making 4.5kts at 148 
degrees, which is a VMG of 
4.2kts, ahead of our target to 

finish within the time limit, which 

expires at noon on Sunday July 

4th. However the forecast for the 

next few days is light and head- 
winds. Sometimes together. ETA 

Lowestoft is now Tuesday. 

2010-06-24 22:16:00 

60 miles East of Aberdeen 

Since the start of this leg, just 
over 48hrs ago, we've covered 

182 miles. That's an average 

SOG of only 3.8kts, but still just 
enough to enable us to finish 

within the time limit. The second 
24hrs were much better than the 

first, sailing directly to our next 
waypoint off the north Norfolk 

coast, now 271 miles distant, at 

speeds ranging from 5 to 6.6kts. 

Sadly though, now, as forecast, 

the wind is dropping and we're 
facing a slow and probably very 

frustrating 24 hours. 
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Earlier positions relayed by 

Emma, told us that the trailing 
boat in Class 3, 66 miles ahead 
of us, was totally becalmed at 

2100. We're now halfway 

between our 2100 position and 

there and are hoping and _ pray- 

ing that, by the time we get 

there, the centre of the high 

pressure will have moved 
sufficiently east to allow us 

some wind. Inevitably though it'll 
be on the nose and very light. 

Tides are a bigger issue in the 

North Sea than they are up the 

west coast of the British Isles 

and we're moving towards 

Springs; so we'll need some 
careful strategies, especially as 

we near the latitude of The 
Wash. The tide obviously runs 

stronger inshore than offshore 

so, because we expect head 

winds and will be tacking, our 
tentative plan is to go in when 

the tide is with us and out when 
i's against us. But that's all 
probably 3 days hence. From 

the 2100 positions it looks like 

the following gaggle of Class 4 
boats have closed the gap on 
us, So it's all to play for over the 
next 24-48 hours. The boats 

well ahead, off the north Norfolk 

coast are sailing into light head- 
winds and we can see that our 

mates on Ding Dong, who are in 
strong contention for overall IRC 

victory are beating down to- 
wards Dunganess in light SW 
winds. We wish them the very 
best of luck 

2010-06-25 15:47:00 

80 Miles ESE of Dundee 

We're about 80 miles ESE of 
Dundee, ghosting along at 2kts 

on a course of 226 degrees. 

Our waypoint, off north Norfolk, 

is 225 miles at 159 degrees, so, 

you've got it, light headwinds. 

ETA Lowestoft is now Tuesday. 

We can, in theory still make the 

time-limit but we need to 

average 3.5kts VMG and right 
now it's only O.5kts, so it’s 

slipping away from us. 
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There's little prospect of any 

substantial wind until Saturday 

afternoon. Then it's F3-4 head- 

winds which die off again on 
Monday night as we're closing 

north Norfolk where the tides are 

quite strong. The good news is 

that it's getting much warmer. | 
shed my thermals for the first 
time since The Lizard and 
donned shorts and a T shirt for 

most of the afternoon 

Unfortunately, our delicious gift of 
fresh haddock has left the fridge 
reeking of fish. It's quite over- 
powering when you lift the lid. 

Nothing much we can do at sea 

but it's going to get a very thor- 

ough clean in Lowestoft. Both 
water tanks have emptied them- 
selves, so we haven't found the 

problem yet and we're on water 
rations again. Fortunately we 
took on plenty of bottled 
Water in Lerwick as a 

contingency. 

The cooker continues to play up. 

It's still usable, thank God, but 

we have to nurse it along. I'm 

trying to contact the Wallas agent 
in Lowestoft to get them to 

attend to it there. 

As | write, the wind has just died 

completely again and I've furled 

the yankee and lashed the helm. 

2010-06-26 11:13:00 
32 miles East of Blyth 

It's F6 on the nose and there's a 
nasty North Sea chop. We're on 

starboard tack and it's really 

hard to work the keyboard at this 

angle and with a jerky motion. 

2010-06-27 02:59:00 

Around 2100 last night we 

sighted land for the first time 

since Fair Isle, 3 days ago. We 

were closing the Yorkshire coast 

in the vicinity of Whitby. Later 

when we were about 7 miles off, 

we saw a large thunderstorm 

over the shoreline and tacked 

back out to sea, not wanting to 
get caught in any squalls.



  

   

    

Nasher replaced the generator's 

impeller before he turned in, so 

I'm going to reward him with a 

good long sleep. We'll also run 2 

dog watches today so the grave- 

yard watch, between 0000 and 

0400, switches back to me to- 

night. Dog watches are 2, rather 

than 4, hours, so you run 0-4-8- 

12-14-16-20-0, which serves to 

rotate the watches on a daily 

cycle. 

We hear that the first boats have 
finished in Plymouth (bastards) 

but that most of the faster boats 

are strung out along The 

Channel. Drifting with the tide 

and then kedging when it turns 

against them. The Channel must 
be littered with toys. 

2010-06-27 16:49:00 

20 miles ENE of Humber 

Spent the day tacking down the 

North Yorkshire coast, past 

places I've never been to, like 

Whitby and Filey. We'd heard 

that today was going to be the 

hottest day of the year so far and 

were pleased to find expected 

sea breezes adding to the SE 

gradient breeze close into the 

shore. Mind you, it might have 

been hot on land but it was still 

pretty chilly at sea. My shorts 

came out for a while, much to 

Nasher's amazement. | don't 

think he's. sailed yet without his 

oilskin trousers and hat. 

New curry recipe. | tin Tesco 

Chicken Tikka, 1 tin Tesco 

Bombay Spuds, left over roast 

chicken. Microwave rice. It 

was bloomin' excellent. (Now a 

big fan of microwave rice). 

Around 90 miles to Lowestoft. 
VMG has been averaging about 
3.5, so that still has us finishing 
sometime on Tuesday. 
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We'd really rather not finish in 

the middle of the night as that 

mucks up the whole social side 

of the stopover. Any time from 
0800 to 1800 would be fine. 

2010-06-28 02:38:00 

16 miles North of Cromer 

We've got the spinnaker up. 

Total spinnaker hours to this 

point, about 8, over 1,555 miles 

and 16 days. Three of those are 

over the last 3 hours. 

Anyway, it's an absolutely 

gorgeous morning. The sun had 

real heat in it by 0530 and we're 

now ghosting towards the north 

Norfolk shore which is 15 miles 

off our starboard bow. About 55 

miles to Lowestoft but, right 

now our boat speed is only 

2.2kts, although with the tide 

under us, we're making 4.3 over 
the ground. Of course the tide is 

going to turn and, when it does, 
we'll be lucky if we can make 

any progress at all. We might 

even have to drop the hook and 

wait out a tide. 

Kipper’s Blog 

2010-06-28 08:56:00 

Becalmed 3 miles East of 

Cromer 

Nearly 2 kts of tide against us 

and only 5Skts of wind, dead 

astern. 36 miles to Lowestoft. 

Kedged in 15 meters of water. 

Unless we get more wind we're 

here until the tide turns in 3 

hours 

2010-06-29 04:57:00 

Lowestoft 

We eventually finished at 

Lowestoft at 00:49 this morning 

after a thrilling beat, tacking in 
and out of the sandbanks, 
making 8kts over the ground. 

We were surprised and delighted 
to be welcomed on the finish line 
by a rib load of Royal Norfolk and 

Suffolk members and, as_ it 

turned out, it was just as well 

they came out because when we 

tried to engage ahead propulsion 

from the engine, we got nothing. 
The prop isn't pitching in ahead 
{it does astern). 

  
Lowestoft 
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We tried to sail into the narrow, 

and from seaward, very difficult 

to locate, entrance, under yankee 
alone but, as we closed the 

entrance, it became clear that the 

tide had turned and we're 

being set rapidly north of the 

entrance and into the sea wall. 

Not a great situation as, with just 
the yankee up, we'd have 

struggled to tack and we hadn't 

room to leeward to gybe. It'd 

have been anchor down in 

double quick time 

Anyway the rib towed us in and 
alongside (big thank you) and we 

were invited into the clubhouse 

for beer (or tea which we 
declined), cheese and_ biscuits 
and fruit cake. We sat chatting for 

a while and then turned in at 

around 0230. 

2010-07-01 04:13:00 

8 miles SSE of Lowestoft 

We're glad to leave Lowestoft. 

The Royal Norfolk and Suffolk 
YC, is extremely pleasant, with 

very welcoming members, but it's 
a gated oasis amongst a pretty 
grim town. Apart from a quick trip 
to Asda yesterday, we didn't 
venture out at all. 

The astute amongst you might 
notice that we didn't start until 

around 0850 this morning, 

whereas we finished at 0050 

Tuesday morning. This might 
look daft but the tide runs at 

2.5kts north, south off Lowestoft 

and with very little wind overnight 

we decided to stay in the marina 

rather than anchoring outside. Of 
course this means that we've lost 

all our time against Resolute, 

Knight's Challenge and Summer 
Bird but SB rates higher than us 
and KC rates the same. Resolute 

rates a lot less and had already 
overtaken us on corrected time 

on the last leg. Hey Ho! 

We now have a new propeller. 
Our cooker is also mended 

be 

Most of you probably know 

that, very unusually, Kipper 

has a diesel cooker. When it 
works, it works very. well 

indeed and, of course, not 

having gas onboard, relieves 

us of a major worry regarding 

safety. 

It's approximately 320 miles to 

the finish in Plymouth. If we 
average the same VMG as we 

did on the last leg, this should 

take us 4 days, so finishing on 

Monday, however the English 
Channel is made up of a series 

of tidal gates (Dunganess, 
Beachey Head, St Catherines 

Point, Anvil Point, Portland & 

Start Point). And that's once we 
get round North Foreland and 

through The Dover Straits. It all 

depends on what happens at 

these points. Inevitably it's a 

dead beat to North Foreland 

and the winds are forecast to 

veer westerly later and to stay 

in the west for the foreseeable 

future, so it's going to be a beat 
all the way. 

2010-07-01 23:01:00 

2 miles SE of North Foreland 

We've been anchored since 

0145. Resolute are anchored 

1.2 miles north of us and 

Knight's Challenge and 

Summer Bird are sailing back- 

wards and forwards, just north 

of them, going nowhere. When 
the tide was with us, we made 

good progress. When it turned 
foul, our VMG dropped. Of 

course the wind was, as has 

always been the case in this 

race, coming from precisely 
where we wanted to go and, 
with Kipper tacking through 
more than 90 degrees, this 

means that at times we see 

negative VMG, which is very 

disheartening. 

Kipper’s Blog 

2010-07-03 12:48:00 

10 miles SE of St Catherines 

After an agonising night rounding 

Beachy Head the wind has slowly 

filled in and is now blowing a 

solid F5. | don't need to tell you 
what direction it's coming from 

though. At 1800 Resolute was 
about 8 miles SSE of us, Knight's 

Challenge 12 miles south and 

Summer Bird 9 miles ESE. So it's 
very close. 

2010-07-04 03:39:00 

8 miles ENE of Portland Bill 

We lay at anchor for four hours 

watching Wave'n Dave in 

Resolute tack backwards and 
forwards, going nowhere and, 
we thought, at one stage, being 

at risk of an unplanned visit to 
The Solent. Whilst we were lying 
there, Nasher on anchor watch, 
me fast asleep, a snottie yottie 
with a plumy accent, from 
another yacht, who didn't identify 
himself, called us on CH16. 

"| say wot, yacht entering The 
Needles Channel, did you know 
you've got your anchor light 
on?"; It's a good job Nasher was 
on watch, otherwise I'd've 

probably breached the rules 

prohibiting profane language 

over the air. 

We, well | say we, actually 

Nasher (again), hauled anchor at 
0430 and started ghosting as 
best we could in about 5kts of 

wind but, at least with the tide 

under us. Then the wind built to 

a good SW 4 and we just 

weathered Anvil Point. Had to 

make a short tack out to get 
round St Albans Head. We're 

now about 12 miles from the 

southern tip of Portland Bill. 

When we get there the tide is 
going to be strongly against us. 

We have no option but to try the 

inshore passage, which extends 

no more than a couple of cables 

off the cliffs. It'll be touch and go.
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2010-07-04 15:51:00 

5 miles East of Dartmouth 

After 20 days sailing we're still 

within 20 or so miles of Resolute 

and Summer Bird. Knight's 

Challenge |s_ further ahead. 

However things didn't go well for 

us in the early part of today. We 

got on the wrong side of a 

wind-shift, which put us behind 

and then we missed the tidal gate 

at Portland, whereas our 

competitors snuck through. 

Humphhhhh! ETA., Plymouth 

some time tomorrow morning. 

2010-07-05 01:59:00 

5 miles SE of Plymouth Sound 

Not far to go now. We're 5 miles 

dead downwind of the western 

entrance to Plymouth Sound, 

then it's only a couple of miles to 

the finish. We suspect that 

Knight's Challenge will have 

finished by now and guess that 

Resolute must be very close to 

finishing. We almost caught them 

in the night but they just slipped 

past Start Point and Bolt Head 

before the tide built too adverse 

and we lost touch with them on 

the AIS. We did overtake 

Summer Bird though and they're 

now 3 miles back, dead down- 

wind of us. 

Conclusions 

Overall, I'd say that | feel a 

sense of satisfaction at having 
completed the course but, 

didn't enjoy the experience and 

have few good memories; it 
was much too much of a 
relentless upwind slog. We 
sailed for just under 21 days 
and, in all that time, only had 

the wind aft of the beam for 

around 8 hours and were hard 
on the wind all the rest of the 

time. The rumb line distance, if 

you take all the corners pretty 

close, is 1,925 miles. We 
logged 2,468 miles at an 

average speed of 4.9kts but 
this equated down to only 
3.83kts on the rumb line. 

We did have one good day's 

run, of 170 miles, off the north 

coast of Scotland, towards 

Muckle Flugga, but even that 

was almost hard on the wind 

on port tack. Most days we 

were happy to make 80 miles. 

Kipper rarely exceeds an up- 

wind VMG over 3.5kts, so 

24*3.5=84. 

Aside from problems with our 

water tanks, batteries, cooker 

and propeller, Kipper 

performed brilliantly. 

    
Finishing 10:13:40 
7th July 2010 

Kipper’s Blog 

She is so easy to sail, inspires 

great confidence and is really, 
dry and really comfortable in 
even the most unpleasant seas. 

Yes, we'd have undoubtedly 

done much better if she was 
equipped with new, much 

flatter, sails, that would have 

enabled us to point higher than 
55 degrees to the wind and 
reduce leeway, which meant that 

our true tacking angle wasn't 

much better than 120 degrees. 

But we knew this before we 

started as Kipper was optimised 
by the previous owner of down- 

wind sailing in The Trade Winds. 

Had we had what we'd hoped 

for, which was a predominance 

of reaching, we'd have enjoyed 

ourselves much more, taken 

significantly less time and might 
have even done better in the 

race. Yes. | suppose with 20:20 
hindsight, we were a bit naive, 

thinking we might be, even 

remotely competitive in an out 

and out cruising boat but had the 
shit really hit the fan and, or we 
been dealt more reaching 
conditions, it might have been 

different. 

Did I Enjoy It? 

No!! = Would | do it again? Not 
unless somebody paid me. 

Would | do anything different? 
With 20:20 hindsight, | wouldn't 

have wasted my money on a 

spinnaker and spinnaker gear 

that we hardly used but, then, it 

could have been the other way 
around. Oh, and maybe 

delaying our start from Lowestoft 

by 8 hours, so that we 
could enjoy a good night's sleep 

and an excellent port wine break- 

fast, in company with the other 
back markers, cost us a couple 

of place but, hey ho! 
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2011 Events 

Calendar of Events 2011 

South Coast Social 

Sunday, 27th February 2011 - 12 noon 

The Sarisbury & District Community Centre, 
American style Buffet Luncheon, 

Talk by Colin Johnson titled “A view from the 
bridge” 
Raffle and Afternoon Tea. 

South Coast Rally 

Saturday, 21st May 2011 

Hyth Marine Village. 

Dinning at the Boat House. 

South Coast Rally 

Saturday 24th September 2011 

Shepards Wharf Marina Cowes, 

Dining at Island Sailing Club 

Details :- | John Tyer 

East Coast Social 

Saturday, 6th March 2011 

The Rose & Crown public house then the 

Nottage Maritime Institute Wivenhoe 

Talk by Berni Hetherington titled “The River 

Colne, Past Present and Future” 

Raffle and afternoon Tea. 

East Coast Rally 

Saturday, 18th June 2011 

Possibly at North Fambridge 

Details:- Anne Grubb 

East Coast Rally 

Saturday, 17th September 2011 
Ipswich Haven 

Details:- Anne Grubb 

Annual Luncheon and AGM 

Sunday, 20th November 2011 

The London Corinthian Sailing Club 

Details:- Peter Cosker 

 


